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PREFACE 



>. The delay in publishing this volume calls for a word of 

explanation. It is due to a series of misfortunes that have 
befallen me ; and I have every hope that nhen I have re- 
lated to the public what these misfortunes are, the public, in 
its generosity, will overlook the delay. 

Before the author of this volume, my late lamented 
father, could see it through the press, he was cut off by an 
untimely* death in October 1892. As soon as we could 
somewhat recover from this severe shock, my uncle, the late 
Babu Biswambhur Nath Pundit, exerted all his energies to 
place in the hands of the public, as early as he could, this 
work of his lamented brother, which occupied the closing 
days of his life. But with the best portion of his time 
occupied in his own law-studies and pressed down with the 
cares of his bereaved family it must be confessed that the 
work did not progress as quickly as he wished it to do. But 
to crown the misfortunes of his sorrowing family, my uncle, 
too, met with* an untimely death in December last. Crushed 
by these misfortunes, myself scarcely out of teens, with my 
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studies and the affairs of my family to engage my time and 
attention, I had little hope of placing this volume before 
the public, but for the kindly help of Babus Girija Sankar 
Majumdar, Vakil, High Court, and Provash Chandra Mitter, 
M.A., B.L., to whom I hereby return my best thanks. In 
conclusion, I again beg the public to consider the unfortu- 
nate circumstances related above and to overlook, the delay 
in publishing this volume. 



Shambhu Nath ^ndit Street 

BHAWANmjR : 

Dated the lOth of September 



'REET, * "J 
', 1897. j 



SHYAM SUNPAR PANDIT. 
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THE HINDU LAW OF ENDOWMENTS 



CHAPTER I. 

{Lectures I and VIIL) 

On the Aims and Objects of Hindu Endowments^ 

'Ishta' and 'Purtta.' 

Derivation and meaning of * endowment,* 1; legal meaning of 'c7iariti/,*2; 
charitable objects enumerated in the Statute of Elizabeth, 3 ; the 
meaning extended to all objects of public trust, 4. — Hindu Endow- 
MBNT3 : no artificial definitions,— the modern and popular sense of 
the word, — absence of native or foreign treatises,— the substantive 
law unaffected by British legislation,— effect of the British Laws of. 
revenue, evidence and procedure, 5.— Necessity qf further Legisla- 
tion,— Regulation XIX of 1810 repealed by Act XX of 1863 ; Sec. 
639 of the Civil Procedure Code and Act VI of 1890 not adequate, 
6.— Hindu Motives for Endowments, Sir Thomas Strangers view 
questioned, 7 ; false analogy with death-bed alienations forbidden by 
the Statutes of Mortmain, 8 ; Mayne*s prejudice against Brahmins 
and its cause, 9 ; the Mortmain Act not applicable to India, but its 
object secured by the Indian Succession Act, 10. — The origin of the 
Hindu System of Endowment, Vedas the revelations of the Hindus 
and source of all law ; canonical precedence of Sruti over Smriti, 11 ; 
ancient doctrine of suppositous texts of Sruti, inference of * law * 
from * usage,' 12 ; historical grounds for the examination 6f the 
Vedas, 13 ; germinal ideas of thenwrits of charity in the Rig Veda, 
meaning of * gift ' expounded by Max Miiller and Wilson, 14 ; the 
positive merit and negative benefit of gifts, 15 ; gifts not for the 
aggrandisement of the Brahmins, 16. — The division of all pious 
works into Ishta and Purtta, 17. — Enumeration of Ishta works 
13 ; the Vedio notion of hospitality, 19 ; Apastamba and Baudhdyana 
on hospitality, 20 ; the duties of panchayagna, 21 ; the guest as a 
divinity, 22; institution of guest-houses, 23. — Enumeration of 
Purtta works ; hospitals, 24. — Gifts for the advancement of learn- 
ing, 25. 

1. The subject allotted for the present course of lectures Etymology of 
is the Law of Hindu Endowments. The English verb, 
p, H L B . 1 



2 'endowment/ * charity/ [chap. 1. 

to endow, is derived from Norman-French endouer^ from 
French douer^ ^hich again traces its derivation to the 
Latin verb dotare, to endow, from dos^ marriage portion, 
dowry.^ As might be expected from it& etymology the 
word endowment originally signified the bestowing or 
assuring of dower on a woman.^ As the Church is meta- 
phorically spoken of as the bride of Christy by an extension 
of the metaphor the word endowment came to denote the 
settling a provision upon a parson, or building of a church 
or chapel ; and the severing a sufficient portion of tithes, 
etc., for a vicar, towards his perpetual maintenance, when 
the benefice is appropriated. Examples of the use of 
the word in this sense will be found in the Statutes 15 
Bichard II, Ch, 6, and 4 Henry IV, Ch. 12. 
Its extended 2. By analc^y the word gradually acquired an extendod 
meaning. meaning, including, as in the* CSiaritable Trusts Act, 1853, 
all property, real or personal, " which &hall for the time 
being belong to or be held in trust for any charity, or 
* Charity * ex- for all or any of the objects or purposes thereof."^ The 
plained. wOrd charity again has a technical meaning in English 

legal literature. To use the words of Grant, ML R., in 
Morice v* Bishop of iMrham^ " that word in its widest 
sense denotes all the good affections men ought to bear 
towards each other ; in its most restricted and common 
sense, relief of the poor. In neither of these senses is it 
employed in this. Court. Here its signification is chiefly 
derived from the Statute of Elizabeth. Those purpose* 
are charitable which the Statute enumerates, or which by 
analogies are deemed within its spirit and intendment; and 
to some such purpose every bequest to charity generally 
shall be applied." This indeed is the meaning legally 
attached to charity by the Charitable Trusts Act of 185^ 
and its amending Act of 1855.* 

» Webster, and Maine's Eariy Tudor's Charitable Trusts, 3rd 

Histoiy of Institutions, pp. 337-8. edition, p. 532. 

» Tomlins* Law Dictionary, 4th  9 Ves. at p. 405. - Ditto, p. 1. 

edition. » 16 and 17 Vict., c. 137, sec. 66. 

• 16 and 17 Vict., c. 137, sec. 66. 18 and 19 Vict., c. 124, sec. 48. 



LEO. I.] 'CHARITABLE OBJECTS." S 

3. The charitable objects are enumerated as follows in What are 
the preamble to the Statute of Elizabeth^ r — " The relief of obj^^M ^ 
aged, impotent, and poor people ; the maintenance of sick 

and maimed soldiers and mariners, schools of learning, 
free schools, and scholars in universities ; the repair of 
bridges, ports, havens, causeways, churches, sea-banks, 
and highways ; the education and preferment of orphans ; 
relief stock, or maintenance for houses of correction ; 
marriages of poor maids ; supportation, aid and help of 
young tradesmen, handicraftsmen, and persons decayed ; 
the relief or redemption of prisoners or captives ; and the 
aid or ease of any poor inhabitants concerning payment 
of fifteens, setting out of soldiers, and other taxes." 

4. With the progress of society many other objects Charitable 

j_ j.ji_'i- 'J*'!! Ji jii- trust same as 

not SO enumerated nave been judicially declared to be public trust.. 
charitable " within the meaning, purview, or interpretation" 
of the Statute of Elizabeth. Thus gifts for the advance- 
ment of learning or of religion or for any public and 
general purpose have been held to be charitable within 
the spirit and intendm«it of the Statute.^ Indeed, the final 
result of the English decisions has been to make the 
expressions public trust and charitable trust synonymous.^ 

5. In dealine with Hindu Endowments we are not Hindu 

^ . , . , endowments 

fettered by any artificial definitions. For our purposes undefined. 
the word will be taken in its modern popular sense, namely, 
any property dedicated for religious or charitable purposes. 
The subject, indeed, is one of some difficulty in the absence 
of any appreciable aid to be derived from systematic ^^ ^^^^^ 
treatises of native or foreign composition. The history of 
the Hindu religion has formed the subject of erudite and 
careful research at the hands of European scholars whose 
names are familiar as household words in India ; the 
religious books of the Hindus have — many of them — been 
published and some of them translated, and accurate 
accounts have been published from time to time -oi the 

» 45 Bliz., 0. 4. Tudor*s Charitable » Ditto, pp. 1, 5, 6, 11. 

Trusts, p. 1. • Ditto, p. 2. 



4 WDU^ ACTS. [cfflAr. Vs 

numerous sects into which the followers of the Hiiida 

religion are now divided. The Law of Endowments does 

not form the subject of any separate treatise or chapter, 

^?^^^^ /"^™ but has to be diligently searched out in the midst of the 

tvhichihelawis o j ... 

to be gleaned, whole field of Sanskrit Literature, vast even m its survi-* 
val, and has to be supplemented by the judicial decisions 
Effect of cur- of British Courts for the last century and a quarter. A 
ments. century of British legislation has made very little change 

in the subject-matter under consideration. Laws of reve- 
nue have imposed fees on the documents creating endow* 
ments ; laws of evidence have dictated their being recorded 
in the public offices, and laws of procedure have prescribed 
the particular mode in which remedies should be pursued ; 
but the substantive law may on the whole be said to have 
remained unaffected by legislative enactment. 

duty t^f^ivent ^' ^^® important duty of every Government to provide 
misappropria- that endowments for pious and beneficial purposes be ap- 
plied according to the real intent and will of the grantor* 
was early recognised by the British administration, and 
Regulation XIX of 181Q Was thf beneficent outcome 
of this conviction. This regulation was instrumental in 
saving many of the native endowments from ruin and 
misappropriation until religious scruples led to its repeal 
by Act XX of 1863. The organisation intended to be 
provided by the latter Act to continue the good work 
of the Superintendents and local Agents of former times, 
was ipherently weak and has died a natural death, with 
the disastrous result that it is practically impossible to 
Fresh legisia- Compel the managers of endowments to perform their 
n necessfairy. ^jl^^^^^ duties with houcsty and faithfulness. The cum- 
brous and costly procedure of a suit under section 539 
or under the general provisions of the Civil Procedure 
Code is an inadequate remedy for the serious disease which 
has attacked many of our endowments, and the recently- 
passed Charitable Endowments Act No. VI of 1890 does 
no.t affect exclusively religious institutions and is for the 
tQost part of a permissive character. 






XfiC, I.] MOTIVES IMPUTED TO HINDUS. 5 

7. The frequency and magnitude of the gifts made by 1^"^*^^™***^^®^ 

. / *' o o ^ for endow- 

Hindus for pious purposes naturally attracted the early ment. 
attention of those Englishmen who 'had to administer their 
affairs. Thus Sir Thomas Strange, writing to Colebrook 
in 1812,^ observed that in all the wills made by Hindus of 
Madras " a great proportion of the property is bequeathed 
to superstitious uses." The religious habit is truly recorded, 
but when the learned writer proceeds to. state that " the 
proportion is commonly in the ratio of the iniquity with- 
which. it has been acquired or of the sensuality or corrup- An unmerited 
tion to which it has been devoted — sic hi non ipsis melli- '®P"*^ • 
ficant — I would rather see it distributed in their families," 
he seems to be treading on less firm ground if he means 
to suggest that the said Hindu endowments are peculiarly 
the products of repentance by sinners of various degrees. 
In all systems of religion recognising the existence of an 
after-life, the distinctions of vice and virtue, and the pos- 
sibility of atoning for the past errors of life by repentance 
and good deeds, it is but natural to expect that on the 
approach of death a man should search his life and seek Desire for ex- 
to make peace with his Maker by assigning his departing but Hind^^m 
wealth for such purposes as might, according to his lights, ^f ^ceT^^^' 
expiate his faults and increase his merits. As to the 
suggestion that the proceeds of iniquity contribute towards 
the creation of religious endowments there is a text of 
Manu,^ which promises bliss for the performance of re- • 
ligious and charitable acts "with riches honestly gained." 
The Hindu religion therefore does not hold out any in- 
ducement to its votaries to earn riches by vice and then 
to spend a portion of the same in expiating for the 

* Hindu Law, London, 1830, ally and sedulously perform sacred 
Vol. II, p. 453. rites (-fra) and (perform ^i Le,) 

a Institutes of Manu, IV, 226. , ^ *^ . ^ 

^ 5 ^ ^ ^ consecrate pools or gardens with 

^^t«^ i?TI^ t^ g»e«,i^fi[^ni I ^^.^^^. gj^^.^ these two acts 



"^ s^«s\ 



^!?lljts^% % V^<TS ^WT?n|5l' II ( ^T^^) accomplished with faith 

W\^^ and with riches honestly gained, 
** Let each wealthy man continu- procure an unperishable reward*" 



6 A FALSB ANALOGY. [CHAP. I. 

iniquities which led to the acquisition. There is a common 
Bengali proverb of bestowing a shoe after slaughtering a 
cow, which well expi'esses this view of the transaction. 
The Shasters do not grant absolution for the killing of the 
cow by the gift of a shoe made from its hide. 
Probable cause 8, It might well be surmised that Sir Thomas Strange's 
strangers' mind was unconsciously influenced by the existence, up to 
wrong notion, f^eent times, in his own country, of an analogous state of 
things which necessitated the passing of special laws to 
nullify charitable bequests by dying persons. Although 
the old Statutes of Mortmain were principally dictated 
with the political object of preserving the feudal services 
due to the Crown and the feudal aristocracy, the avowed 
policy of the Georgian Mortmain Act of 1736 was to 
strike at the growing practice of death-bed alienations by 
moribund sinners. The preamble to the Statute recites 
that " gifts or alienations of lands, tenements, or heredita- 
ments in Mortmain are prohibited or restrained by Magna 
Charta and divers other wholesome laws, as prejudicial to 
and against the common utility ; nevertheless this public 
mischief has of late greatly increased by many large and 
improvident alienations or dispositions made by languishing 
and dying persons or by other persons to useSy called 
charitable uses, to take place after their deaths to the dis^ 
herison of their laioful heirs.^^ ^ According to a distin-" 
guished cotemporary Judge, the reason of the Statute was 
" to hinder gifts* by dying persons out of a pretended or 
mistaken notion of religion, as thinking it might be for 
the benefit of their souls to give their lands to charities, 
which they paid no regard to in their lifetime."* 
Influence of 9. It is observed by Mayne that "gifts for religious 

gwate/by^ and charitable purposes were naturally favored by the 
Mayne. Brahmanas, as they are everywhere by the priestly class," * 

and in connection therewith he quotes the text of Sankha 

* 9 Geo. II, c. 36. Boyle, p. 71. 23. Boyle, p. 71. 
 Lord Hardwicke, in Attorney-  Hindu Law and Usage, page 
General v. Lord Weymouth^ Amb. 459, para. 393. 
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LEO. I.] THE REAL AIM. 7 

that " wealth was conferred for the sake of defray- 
ing sacrifices." ^ Vishwa Nath Narayan Mandlik objects 
to this genesis of Hindu endowments and traces the 
same to the common feelings of human nature, namely, 
charity and the desire to acquire religious merit. It seems Charity and 
to me that Majme has been led away to some extent by Scentives. 
the ordinary vituperations against the Brahmins as the 
authors of all evil, which the preachers of the Gospel Probable 
were the first to forge, and by the association of ideas Mayne's pre- 
with what actually occurred in England in olden times ffrakLX''^* 
and led to the passing of the Mortmain Acts. In the 
case of Attornet/- General v. Do/y^ Lord Hardwicke de- 
clared that in passing the Georgian Mortmain Act the 
Legislature hjd it particularly in view " to prevent 
persons in their last moments from being imposed on to 
give their real estates from their families," which view to 
his Lordship's mind was a very wise one ; " for by that 
means, in times of popery, the clergy got almost half the 
real property of the kingdom into their hands ; and indeed 
he wondered they did not get the rest, as people thought 
they thereby purchased Heaven. But it was so far from 
being charity or piety, that it was rather a monument 
of impiety and of the vanity of the founders." 

10. I may here observe in passing, that the Georgian Statutory pro- 
Mortmain Act provided among other things that no death^bed^^en- 
transfer of real property or of personal estate for in- <lowments. 
vestment in real estate " in trust or for the benefit of any 
charitable uses whatsoever " * should be valid tmless 
made with certain formalities, — " twelve calendar months 
at least before the death " of the transferor ; and similarly 
no transfer of stocks in the public funds for the same 
purposes was to be valid " unless such stocks be trans- 
ferred in the public books, usually kept for the transfer 
of stocks, six calendar months at least before " the 



> Quoted from Oolebrooke*8 • 9 Geo. II, c. 36, sec. 1. Boyle, 
Digest, VoL 3, p. 484. pp* 71-72, 

• 1 Ves.Sen.223. Boyle, pp.70-71. 
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of Mortmain 
not applicable 
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but Act X of 
1865 haa simi- 
lar proviBions. 



Origin of 
Hindu endow- 
ments traced 
to Vedas, 
which should 
be examined ; 
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transferor's death. These provisions have heen repeated 
in the existing English Law on the sahject, the Mortmaiu 
and Charitable Uses Act, 1888.^ 

In the celebrated case of the Mat/or of Lyons v. 
Tlie East India Company^ the question was raised 
whether the Statutes of Mortmain extended to India, 
and decided in the negative, principally relying on the 
raXio decidendi of Sir William Grant in Attorney-General 
V. Stuart f^ where it was held " that the Statute of 
Mortmain does not extend to the colonies governed by 
the English Law, unless it has been expressly introduced 
there ; because it had its origin in a policy peculiarly 
adapted to circumstances of the motlier country.^* In the 
concluding portion of their judgment, the Judicial 
Conunittee remark that the question on the * Mortmain 
Act cannot be said any longer to exist in the cause. 
It is agreed, on all hands, that the Statute does not 
apply to IndiaJ^ This part of the object of the Statute, 
however, is secured by section 105 of the Indian Succes- 
sion Act, X of 1865, to those subjects of Her Majesty in 
India who are not Hindus, Mahomedans or Buddhists ; 
" No man having a nephew or niece, or any nearer 
relative, shall have power to bequeath any property to 
religious or charitable uses, except by a will executed 
not less than twelve months before his death, and de- 
posited within six months from its execution in some 
place provided by law for the safe custody of the wills 
of living persons." 

11. The present system of Hindu endowments is the 
evolutionary product of the religious history of the people 
from the most ancient times. Its roots can be traced back 
even to the Vedas. A writer on any branch of the Hindu 
Law is bound to investigate the Vedas for any indications 

* 51 & 52 Vict., c. 42, sec. 4, cl. • 2 Mer. 161 (also quoted la 
^9. Tyssen*s Charitable Bequests, argument in Morton, p. 109), 
p. 555. Moore's I. A., Vol. I, p. 271. 

• Moore's I. A., Vol. I, p. 176. 
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however embryonic of the subject-matter under consi- 
deration. By the theory of the Hindu religion, the Vedas 
are a direct Revelation by the Supreme Deity, if not a for, they are 
pre-existent entity. The former doctrine is countenanced ^^ * ^^^' 
by the Purushasukta of the Rig Veda, reciting the origin 
of " the hymns called Rich and Saman, the metres and 
the Yajush " from the universal sacrifice offered by the 
gods.^ The latter doctrine is alluded to in the account 
of the Creation in Manu, ^ where the Supreme Spirit is 
said to have " first assigned to all creatures distinct names, 
distinct acts, and distinct occupations, as they had been 
^ revealed in the pre-existing Vedas," and it is expressly laid 
down by Parasara (1, 20), who declares that there is no 
creator of the Vedas, — Brahma is only the rememberer 
of the Vedas : 

It is therefore but natural that they should be looked source of all 
upoa as the source of all law. " The Veda," says Gau- ^*^' 
tama, " is the source of the sacred law.".* " The sacred 
law," says Baudhayana, "is taught in each Veda."* Simi- 
larly, Vasistha premises that the sacred law has been 
settled by the revealed texts." ^ Manu declares " the 
whole Veda" to be the first " root of law," * and later on 
the same sage enumerates the Veda as the first of the four 



^ ?f^T^ ^WT^ W»?T: iS^: 

w^t^ «rf«^ ?w»\ ^y^T^wrr- 

Rig Veda, X, 90-9. Muir, Vol. 
V, p 371. 

2 wnwT ^\^\f^ m^^ ^ 

^^11 

Manu, I, 21. 



 Institutes of Gautama^ I, 1. 
Muller, S. B.B., Vol. II, p. 173. 

^ Institutes of Baudhdyana, I, 
1, 1, 1. Muller, S. B. B. Vol. 
XIV, p. 143. 

• Institutes of Vasistha, I, 4. 
Muller, S. B. B., Vol. XIV, p. 1. 

^Wft^nii 

Manu II, 6. 
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manifest authorities on law.^ The same enumeration 
occurs in the Institutes of Yajnavalkya almost in the 
same words : — 
and the beat " The Sruti (Veda), the Smritiy the practice of good 
authorit^. men, what seems good to one*s self, and a desire 
maturely considered ; these are declared to be the root 
of law.?2 

The same priority in enumeration is accorded to the 
Veda over the Smriti in the Dharma Sutras of Gautama, 
Baudh&yana and Vashistha ; and in the Mah&bharata, it is 
said : For those who desire to know the law, the Sruti is 
the best authority ; the Dharma Sdstra is the second, and 
the third the practice of (good) men.8 Vigndneshwara, in 
commenting on the above sloka of Yajnavalkya, remarks 
that in case of conflict, the above authorities have prece- 
dence in the order of their enumeration.* The canon here 
laid down is so well known amongst Hindu jurists that 
the learned commentator did not consider it necessary to 
cite any text in support thereof ; but if any authority were 
required it would be isufficient to refer to the Aphorisms 
of JaimirUy where it is laid down that a Smriti opposed to 



• Manu II, 12. 

Sir William Jones's rendering 
of the words ?9rq7W and ^fim ' ir 

is erroneous. Compare his trans- 
lation — "(These) the wise have 
openly declared to be the quad- 
ruple description of the juridical 
system," with Buhler's "(These) 
they declare to be visibly the 
four-fold means of defining the 
acred law.'' 



Mit^kshari, A'chdra, 7. 
Boer and Montriou, p. 3. 

Msbh&bh^ratam, Anush^idan- 
parva. 



}) 









Mit^kshari, A'ch^ra, leaf 2-1, 
line 11. 



jj«*rr 
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Sruti is no autbority.^ Vydsa in his Institntes declares 
that where there is a conflict of authority between the 
Sruti, Smriti and the Puranas, there the Sruti is the 
authority to be followed,^ and the same doctrine is enjoin- 
ed in a Smriti text quoted in the Prayoga Pdrijdta : 

(VidyAsAgar's VidhabA Viviha, p. 213.) 

» 

12. Indeed, the very conception of the Smriti as a Doctrine ot 
memory or tradition among the sages implies the supre- v^P'^te^'ts 
macy of the Veda, for the tradition is authoritative not 
by itself but as a tradition of the Veda. The Manu Sam- 
hita claims pre-eminence for itself on account of the uni- 
versality of Manu's knowledge,® which according to -ffwi- 
luka enabled Manu to embody the purport of many Vedic 
texts which are now lost or disarranged, and the same 
ground is urged by Vrihaspati in a text quoted by KuUuka 
in his commentary to the opening sloka of the Manu 
Samhita. ( Vide Mathuranath's Edition of Manu Samhita, 
— *' Vrihaspati^ too, says :— The superiority of Manu is 



^ . ^ > 

ftfti? iW^* WT<I 'V^fif ^OT- 

Mim^nsd Darsana, Adhy&ya I, 
Pada III, Sutra 1, 2, 3. 

Bibliothica Indica ed., Vol. I, 
pp. 64-66. 



w^ ^hf iRTw^ 11^1'$ ^rflr- 

Vydsa Sanhit4, 1, 4. 

Manu II, 7. 

Sir William Jones is wrong to 
render sarvajnanamayah by "per- 
fect in divine knowledge,** while 
it plainly means that the sage 
was " omniscient.** Govindar4ja 
thinks it to be an attributive of 
the Veda itself. 



12 THE DOCTRINE OF SUPPOSITOUS TEXTS. [CHAP. h 

ordained by reason of his having explained the pnrpoit 
of the Vedas ; the Smriti is not approved which is contrary 
to the meaning of Manu.") This doctrine of suppositous 
texts of Sruti corresponding to existing Smriti texts is an 
ancient and well- known doctrine. It is laid down in the 
Aphorisms of Jaimini to which I have already referred. 
The identical doctrine is thus introduced by Apastamba^^ 
in his Dharma Sutra, after reproducing apparently con- 
flicting texts of the Sruti as to the propriety or otherwise 
of reciting Vedic hymns " when it thunders, when light- 
ning flashes or thunderbolts fall, and when the wind blows 
violently " : — 

"If that is done, (if the passage of the VAgasaneyi- 
Brahmana is combined with that quoted in SAtra 5, the 
former stands) not in contradiction with the decision of 
the Aryas. (6.) 

" For they (who know the law) teach both the con- 
tinuance and the interruption (of the daily recitation of 
the Veda). That would be meaningless, if one paid atten- 
tion to the (passage of the) Vagasaneyi-Brahmana 
(alone). (7.) 

"For no (worldly) motive for the decision of those 
Aryas is perceptible ; (and hence it must have a religious 
motive and be founded on a passage of the Veda.) (8.) 

" (The proper interpretation, therefore, is, that) the 
prohibition to study (given above and by the Aryas gene- 
rally) ^refers only to the repetition of the sacred text in 
order to learn them, not to their application at sacri- 
fices. (9.) 

"(But if you ask, why the decision of the Aryas pre- 
supposes the existence of a Vedic passage, then I answer) : 
All precepts were (originally) taught in the Brahmanas, 
but these texts have been lost. (10.) 

" Their (former existence) may, however, be inferred 
from usage." (H.) 



* Institutes of Apastamba. Miiller, S. B. E., Vol. II, p. 46-47. 



LEC. 1.] INFEtlEKCE OF LAW FROM USAGE. 13 

" • 

The following comment by Haradatta^ to the last Sutra Law inferred 

» . . i from usage. 

IS very pertment i-^--* 

" How, then, is their existence known ? 

" They are inferred from usage." " Usage " means the 
teaching of the law-books and the practice. From that 
it is inferred that Manu and other (authors of law-books) 
knew such text of the Brahmanas. For how could other- 
wise {Rishis like Manu) teach in their works or practise 
(such customs) for which no authority is now found? 
And certainly they were intimately connected with the 
revealed texts (i,e, saw them). 

13. The canonical ground, however, is not the only one Historical 
which invites an examination of the Vedas in connection examining 
with any question of Hindu Law or Usage. Their im- ® ^' 
portance is equally great upon historical grounds as re- 
presenting the most ancient literature of which we possess 
written records not only for India but for the whole 
human race. There cannot be any doubt that most of the 
European Sanskritists have approached the problems of 
ancient Indian history with a strong bias, conscious or 
unconscious, against the antiquity of Indian works on 
account of the supposed exigencies of the chronology of 
the Old Testament. Notwithstanding, however, the dis- 
crediting of the colossal chronologies of the Puranas the 
dates approximately assigned to the Vedas by occidental 
scholars are ancient enough to satisfy the amour propre 
of any nation whatsoever and to kindle a desire for re- 
search in every enlightened mind. I take it) therefore, as 
established on either ground, that an examination of the 
Vedas in connection with our present subject will be 
both interesting and useful* The actual facts discovered 
might be very few, but in exploring such fields we would 
be in the position of the geologist patiently sifting the dust 
of ages in ancient beds, thankful if mere fragments of fossil 
bones should be discovered, wherewith he could in his 
imagination conjure up into life a dead and vanished world 

^ Institutes of Apastamba* Miiller, S. B. Et, Vol* II, p. 47, note. 



14 THE RIO VEDA ON CHARITY. [CHAP. I. 

and trace the gradual evolutions of those strange organi- 
sations into the living types which now surround us on 
all sides 
Germinal ideas 14, The Rig Veda Contains passages extollinff the 

of merits of * n ^ ' r^ fl ^ •! 

charity. merits of chanty. One of them is thus translated by Max 

MUller :^ " He who gives alms goes to the highest place 
in heaven." A fuller translation is given by Wilson in 
the second volume of his translation of the Rig Veda :^ — 
"He who propitiates (the gods), gives to the gods, 
and sits at ease upon the summit of heaven : to him the 
flowing waters bear their essence ; to him this fertile 
(earth) ever yields abundance." (5.) 

"These wonderful (rewards) verily are for those who [ 
give (pious) donations : for the donors of (pious) gifts the / 
suns shine in heaven : the givers of (pious) donations ; ^ 
attain immortality : the givers of (pious) gifts prolong I 
their worldly existence." (6.) 

S'^^drksMLaf ^^ w^l ^® s®®^ *^^^ ^^^ *^^ translators differ in the 
meaning to be attached to gifts, namely, whether the word 
should be taken in the general sense of alms or in the 
special sense of religious donations. The former is the 
literal meaning, although the latter is the interpretation 
favored by the great exegist Sayana. It can easily be \ 

conceived how the original conception should gradually 
receive a strong religious tincture as much from the 
general progress of ideas in that direction as from the 
accident of the use of the word dakshind for donations 
in the 6th verse, a word which in later Sanskrit litera- 
ture is prominently used to denote a present made to 
Brahmins upon solemn or sacrificial occasions. The con- 
text, in the case under notice, is, however, more secular than 
religious, as the gifts extolled in the hymn^ are those 
conferred on the poet by a king who had taken a fancy • 
for him and married him to the king's daughters. 

» Rig Veda I., 125, 5-6, cited in • London, 1854, pp. 15-16. 

Chips from a German Workshop,  Wilson's Rig Veda, Vol. II, 

Vol. I, p. 46. p. 14. 



J 



I 1 1 II I iirmiiTiTirrr -f 1 — i — MMMMiMawMee^r-, 



LBC. I.] CHARITY AS A VIRTUE. 15 

15. , The passages in- the later sacred writings of the Reiigfious effi- 
Hindus extolling the efficacy of gifts as inducing positive ^^^ ^ 
merit or as procuring negq,tive benefit in the sense o 
expiating for evil actions may all be traced to the above 
germs. Hemddri in the opening chapter of the Dana- 
khandam of his encyclopedic work quotes a text of the 
Satapatha-Brahmana enjoining in the same breath the prac- 
tice of dama (self-restraint), ddna (liberality), and dai/d 
(compassion.y 

This seems to be the source of inspiration for the text of 
VrikaspatP :— 

%m% 'MWir/sfiw ^n^ ^ ^^ ^» 1 

" In the Krita Yuga the prevailing virtue is declared to Their positive 
be religious ansterity ; in the Treta^ divine knowledge ; '"®"**®^^^^®' 
in the Dwdpara^ sacrifices ; and in the Kali Yuga^ charity 
( 'H'^), compassion ( ^T ) and restraint of passions ( ^: )," 

ManUy however, beginning with the use of almost iden- 
tical words, constitutes charity alone the supreme virtue 
in the degenerate Kali Yuga : — 

"In the Krita Yuga the prevailing virtue is declared 
to be religious austerity ; in the Treta^ divine knowledge ; 
in the Dwdpara^ sacrifices ; in the Kali Yuga^ cjiarity 
alone." Adhyaya I, sloka 86. The same sloka is repeated 
by Pardsara in his Institutes, I, 22.* 



Hemidri, Dana-khandam. Bib. ^n^ %?fT^t ITTf^^ I ^T^t 

'""•^Quoted in Hemi54ri, Diina- WfiiHR^ ij^^^ ^^ ^"^^ 

khandam, Bib. Ind., p. 6. XfH • ^®*^ ^' 

' Institutes of Manu, 1,86. Quot- 
ed in the Jbdndchandrikd as a * Jagamoban's edition, p. 6. 



16 CHAniTY FOR fiXPlATING SIN. \ [cHAP. 1. 

Yarha declares charity to be the special virtue to be 
practised by householders, grihasthas : — 

According to V^dsa^i — 

" What thou givest to proper persons and what thou 
consumest day to day, that I consider to be thy wealth ; 
the remainder thou preservest for some other person ;" and 
in another passage the same sage^ quaintly observes : — 

"The man who giveth not in charity is truly liberal 
for he departs (this life) leaving his wealth behind him. 
The charitable man, methinks, is the real miser ; he does 
not leave his wealth even after death," i,e, to say, he con- 
tinues to benefit by his wealth even in the next world, 
negative bene- Gautama^ in his Institutes, XIX, 11, mentions the 

fit as an atone- . . n t. n i\. r • j.* i_i \.r 

ment. g^vmg 01 giits as One 01 the means tor expiating blamable 

acts, and in Sutra 16 he gives further details thus : — 

" Gold, a cow, a dress, a horse, land, sesamum, clarified 
butter, and food are the gifts (which destroy sin\" 

Mdnu in his Institutes, Adhyaya V, sloka 107, declares 
that those who have performed forbidden acts are purified 
by charity; and in another text of the same sage quoted by 
Jagannatha in his Digest,® Book I, £)h^. V, sec. III^ 
verse •206, alms-giving is enumerated in the same con- 
nection : — 

" By open confession, by repentance, by devotion, and 
by reading the Scripture, a sinner may be released from 

* Jagamohan's edition, p. 5. * Quoted in HemAdri, Dana- 

' Quoted in Hemddri, Ddna- kbandam, Bib. Ind., p. 7. 

khandam, Bib. Ind., p. 6. Also 

quoted with aslightVariation in the * MuUer, S. B. B. Vol. II, 

Ddndchandrikd : liy^iff IT^<Rt^i^ ^' ' 

&c., leaf 98. • Colebrook's Digest of Hindu 

' Quoted in Hemddri, Dana* Law, Madras reprint, Vol.* I, 
khandam, Bib. Ind., p. p. p. 214. 



IiEC. I.] BRAHMINS VINDICATED^ 17 

his guilt ; or by alms-giving, by dominion over the senses, 
or by a fine to the king (for the word dama admits both 
senses)." 

As Sudras are incapacitated from resorting to some of 
these means, charity is the sovereign expiation for them. 
Thus Apastamba having laid down the several means for 
the twice-born (dwijas) to be purified from contact with a 
chdnddla under certain circumstances, proceeds^ : — 

" How is the penance to be performed for a person of 
the fourth caste ? He has neither vrata^ nor tapa^ nor is 
there lioma for him. The panchagavya cannot be given to"^*^, 
him, as he is disqualified from hearing the sacred texts. 
A Sudra is purified by almsgiving after confessing his sins / . ' 
before Brahmins." And in a similar connection Parasara* 
says : — " There is no fasting for the Sudra ; he is purified 
by alms given." 

16. It is aptly pointed out by Mandlik that it is unfair Gifts not for 
to charge the Brahmins with the manufacture of these pre- ment^of "'^' 
cepts for the aggrandisement of their own class when ^^^aiimins. 
their ancient writers discouraged the reception of gifts 
and laid down minute directions as to the class of persons 
on whom the gifts were to be bestowed. Thus, for 
instance, Yajnavalka ^ declares that " a gift should not be 
accepted by one who is destitute of learning and austerities. 
Where observance and these two dwell, that is declared 
to be the fit recipient [of charity], and again : — 

" He who being able to accept, does not accept a sift, 
attains the several worlds which the charitably disposed 
[attain by thfeir gifts] .* 

A Brahmin is enjoined on his own part to give alms and 
perform other acts of charity. Atri in his Smriti Samhitd^ 



^ Institutes, chap. I, si. 202. 

* Apastamba Samhitd, Adhyd- Ms^pdlik, p. 186^ 
ya V, slokas 4-5. 

* Institutes, XI, 26:— * Institutes, chap. I, si. 213. 
IRmf «ftW W W^ IJlTr ^I^ Mandlik, p. 187. 

!qwfH * SlokalS. 

P, H L B 2 
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*ishta' and *purtta.' 



[chap. I. 



Pious works 
•classed into 
<1) 7«Atoand 
<2) Purtta, 



specifies Gharity as one of the duties (Karma) of the 
Brahmin, and the reception of charity as one of his lawful 
means of livelihood ( Vrittf)^ and the same is very clearly 
put by Manu in his Institutes, I, 88 : — 

To Brahmins he assigned the duties of reading the 
Veda, of teaching it, of sacrificing, of assisting others to 
sacrifice, of giving alms, if they be rich, and, if indigent^ of 
receiving gifts." 

17. From very ancient times the sacred writings of 
the Hindus divided works productive of religious merit 
into two divisions named ishta and purtta^ a classification 
which has come down to our own times. So much so that 
the entire objects of Hindu endowments will be found in- 
cluded within the enumeration of ishta and purtta works. 
In the Rig Veda^ ishtapurttam (sacrifices and charities) are 
described as the means of going to heaven. In comment- 
ing on the same passage Sayana explains ishtapurtta to 
denote "the gifts bestowed in Srauta and Sinarta rites." 
In the Taittiriya Aranyaka^^ ishtdpurtta occur in much 
the same sense, and Sdyana^ in commenting on the same 
explains ishta to denote " Vedic rites like Darsa^ Puma- 
mdsa, &c., and purtta " to denote Smdrta, works like tanks, 
wells, &c." A text of Manu quoted by HemAdri seems, 
however, to give the purely sacerdotal meaning of the 
phrase: — "What is given as dahshind (gift to the priest) 
and the like when the yajna (sacrifice) has. been performed 
is iskta. The gift that is given outside the vedi (altar) 
is purtta"^ Another text of Manu, quoted by Mahes- 



* Mandala, X, 14, 8. 

' Prapathaka, X, Anuvdka 1, 6. 

•Sayana: ^^ ^VT^hn^n^ 

. * Hemidri Dinakhandam, Bib* 
Ind., p.7. 



^f%^ft[ ^ V%}^ ^t^ ^ 



€f, Vydsa quoted in Sudrakama* 
Idkara, leaf 64-2. 

Also quoted in Sudiukamali 
I kara, leaf 10-2. 
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LEG. I.] DEFINITION OF *ISHTA.' 19 

wara ia his commentary on the Amarahosha^^ expands 
the above definition of ishta so as expressly to include 
the sacrifice as well as the sacrificial gift : "The presenta- 
tion of oblations to one fire and the offering of the same to 
three fires and the gift presented before the altar are called 
uhtam^ The same text is quoted in the Vdchaspatyam 
as of the sage Jatukama,^ with the following addition : — 
^'(Also) perpetual worship of fire, austerities, rectitude, 
the following of the Vedas, the entertainment of guests 
and the sacrifices, these are termed ishtas.^^ 

I have not been able to trace the texts of Manu quoted 
jaboVe by Hemddri and Maheshwara in the text of the 
Institutes of Manu as now extant ; but the quotation in 
Hemadri begins with what is now verse 227 of the fourth 
xshapter, then is interposed the verse already mentioned, fol- 
lowed by verse 228, after which again a verse is interposed 
which cannot be traced in the existing text. The two ver- 
sions are shewn in a note on next page in parallel columns.^ 

18. The following text of Sankha, quoted by HemAdri,* Enumeration 
gives the most complete enumeration of ishta works that 
I know of : — 

" He who sacrifices by ishti, pasubandha, chaturmasya and 
ugnishtomai and the like [rites], is the performer of ishtu 

" Agnihotra ( perpetual worship of fire ), tapas, (aus- 
terities), rectitude, the following of the Vedas, dtithya 
(entertaining guests), and the vcusvadeva (sacrifices), — 
these are termed ishta:' 

'' What is sacrificed to one fire, or to three (fires), and 
what is given inside the sacrificial ground is called ishtam^' 

^^^^^— ^a— ^^— - ^ -■! ■■■—.■■ ■-  ..^    ..  ■■■■M.— i   I I a^^^^^^^^m^^^tm^ «^^H.^iMwaMa^«H^WMMi^i^«M^BM^ 

^fTUrf^ ^ ^1 K&nda II, ^^1 

▼arga 7, v. 27. ■Ffe»a?v^ wo* »» S^^viww 

Maheshwara : inr wjn* H^t ^^^ ^^' ^^ " 



of Ukla. 
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ENUMERATION OF 'iSHTA.' 



[chap, I* 



Collating all these texts we arrive at the following 
enumeration of ishta works : — (1) Vedic sacrifices, &c. ; 



* Manu as quoted by Hemddri. 



^Rn*^ fir •! Iff r*iH<^ffe<»Mirtiij> I 

n tt^ « 

Let each wealthy man continu- 
ally and sedulously perform sacred 

rites (T^ )* and (perform ^, i.^.) 
consecrate pools or gardens with 
fa.ith ; since those two acts, 

( V^iq^)> accomplished with 
faith and with riches honestly 
gained, procure an imperishable 
rewftrd. 226. 

If he meet with fit objects 

 Hem^ri Ddnakhandam, Bib, 
Ind., pp. 19-20. 



Manu as in the text now extant. 
^^%^^ q^f«!<^ 95^8x^1 



r 



w? II » n ^^f tr 






of benevolence, let him continu- 
ally bestow gifts on them, both 
at sacrifices and consecrations 

( ^(U*y1f^^) to the best of his 
power, and with a cheerful 
heart. 227. 

Such a gift, how small soever, 
bestowed on request without 
grudging, passes to a worthy 
object, who will secure the giver 
from all evil. 228. 

The second verse occurs in Atri 
(44) ; the third is quoted as from 
Manu by Maheshwara {ante, p*. 
19) ; and both verses are quoted as 
from Jatukarna in the Jalashayot- 
sargatatvam. 



LEO. I.] • HOSPITALITY AS A SACRIFICE, 21 

(2) Gifts offered to priests at the same ; (3) Preserving 
the Vedas ; (4) Religious austerity ; (5) Rectitude ; (6) 

Vaisvadeva^ sacrifices ; (7) Atithya^ hospitality. 

For our present purposes the only item with which we 
are concerned is the last. That is the only living form 
of ishtam which is of practical importance to us. 

19. The words now in common use for guest (atitid) Hospitality as 
and hospitality {dtithya) occur in the Vedas in the same fice ^^^ 
sense, thus shewing that this virtue, like many others, is 
part of the rich heritage descended to the Hindus from 
their Vedic ancestors. In Rig Veda I, 76, 3, Agni, the 
fire-god, is invoked to bring down Indra from the heavens, 
so that the worshippers might " shew hospitality " to 
him.^ In I, 44, 4, Agni himself is described as "the 
guest " of man ; ^ in I, 73, 1, the same god is described 
to be resting in the sacrificial chamber " like an honoured 
guest ; " ^ and in VII, 3, 4, men are described bidding 
him " as a stranger in his couch." * At first sight it . 
might seem incongruous to enumerate hospitality in the 
«ame breath with sacrifices ; but in reality the sacred 
literature of the Hindus treats of dtithya as one of tho 
yajnas or offerings, the performance of which is incumbent 
on every person. The Satapatha Brdhmana (I, 7, 2) 
contains the following declarations under the heading of 
" The Chief Offerings " : »— 

" Verily, whoever exists, he, in being bom, is born as 
(owing) a debt to the gods, to the Rishis, to the fathers, 
and to men (1.) 

"And "further, inasmuch as he is bound to practise 
hospitality, for that reason he is born as (owing) a debt 
to men : hence when he harbours them, when he offers food 



* Wilson's Rig Veda. London, * Miiller's Ancient Sanskrit 
1850, Vol. I, p. 199. Literature, p. 648. 

•Wilson'sRigVeda,Vol.I,p.ll9. » Miiller's Sacred Books of the 

• Wilson'sRigVeda,Vol.I,p.l94. East, Vol. XII, pp. 190-191. 



22 THB MBBITS OF PANCHA-TAJNA. [CHAP, I, 

to them, it is (in discharge of his debt) to them that he 
does so. Whoever does all these things, has discharged 
his duties ; by him all is obtained, all is conquered (5.)" 
Sbt tohumirt^ 20. In the Dharma Sutra of Apastamba^ the idea of 
^*y» 6titht/a, being one of the Vedic sacrifices or offerings, is 

elaborately worked out as an allegory, and the same work 
contains elaborate rules as to the entertainment of guests* 
In the Dharma Sutra of Baudhdyana* we find the fol- 
lowing : — 

" 1. Now these five great sacrifices, which are also 
called the great sacrificial sessions, are the sacrifice to be 
offered to the gods, the sacrifice to be offered to the maneSy 
the sacrifice to be offered to all beings, the sacrifice to be 
offered to men, (and) the sacrifice to be offered toBrahmanas* 

" 5. Let him daily give food to Brahmanas, be it only 
roots, fruit or vegetables. Thereby he performs that 
sacrifice to men." 
as in expiation 21. It will thus be seen that the older writings of the 
gins. Hindus placed hospitality on the footing of being the 

discharge of a common debt to humanity. It was classed 
as one of the Vedic yajnas without any particular reason 
being assigned for its performance. Later works, however, 
have sought to place the performance of this and other 
duties, collectively called the pancha yajna upon a lower 
moral standard, namely, the necessity of expiating for the 
sins iiecessarily committed by every householder through 
certain media of his house-keeping avocations. This will 
be apparent from the following texts of Manu^ : — 

" With the sacred fire, kindled at the wedding, a house- 
holder shall perform according to the law of domestic 
ceremonies and the five (great) sacrifices, and (with that) 
he shall daily cook his food (67.) 

^ Prasna II, Patala 3, Khanda dikall. Muller*s Sacred Books of 

7, Sutras 1-10. Mtiller^s Sacred the East, Vol. XIV, pp. 256-257. 

Books of the East, Vol. II, pp. • Institutes of Manu, HI, 67— 72. 

116-117. Biihler, S. B. E., Vol. XXVI, pp. 

• Prasoa II, Adhydya 6, Nan- 87-88. 



iEC. I.J WOBSHIP OF GUESTS. 23 

'^ A householder has five slaughter-houses (as it were^ 
vtz,\ the hearth, the grinding-stone, the broom, the pestle 
and mortar, the water-vessel, by using which he is bound 
(with the fetters of sin) (68.) 

*^ In order to successively expiate (the offences commit- 
ted by means) of all these (five), the great sages have 
prescribed for householders the daily (performance of the 
five) great sacrifices (69.) 

" Teaching (and studying) is the sacrifice (offered) to 
Brahmins, the (offerings of water and food called) Tarpana 
the sacrifice to the manes, the burnt oblation the sacrifice 
offered to the gods, the Bali offering that offered to the 
Bhutas, and the hospitable reception of guests the offering 
to men (70.) 

" He who neglects not these five great sacrifices, while 
he is able (to perform them), is not tainted by the sins 
(committed) in the five places of slaughter, though he 
constantly lives in the (order of) hous6(-holders) (71.) 

"But he who does not feed these five, the gods, his 
guests, those whom he is bound to maintain, the manes, 
and himself, lives not, though he breathes (72.)" 

22. The Satapatha Brdhmamiy^ in describing the ritual 
for the Soma sacrifice, treats of the dtithya-ishti or guest- 
offering to be made to King Soma, and the contejit leaves 
no doubt that the rite is modelled on human conduct 
on similar occasions. The same offering is dealt with 
by Ashwalayana in his Srauta Sutras, IV, 5 (Bib.» Ind., 
p. 304). Although in these passages Soma is conceived 
of as a king and his honours regulated accordingly, yet 
the honours so predicated for the king are themselves model- 
led upon those offered to a common guest ; the difference, 
if any, being one of degree and not of kind. By the 
Hindu conception the guest himself is a divinity. Manu The guegt 
in IV, 251, speaks in the same breath of the worship diTinity. 
of the gods and of guests, C^fw'r ^^ifrfiT^N**) for 
— ■■-■■■• I '   i j 

» III, 4, 1, &c. MiiUer's Sacred Books of the Bast, Vol. XXVI, pp. 85. 
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24 GUEST HOUSES. [CHAP. I. 

worshipping gods and guests) and in ail earKer sloka^ he 
is more explicit : — 

which is thus translated by Biihler : — 

** No guest must stay in his house without being honour- 
ed (architah)^ according to his ability, with a seat, food, a 
couch, water, or roots and fruits" (Biihler, p. 133). But 
something more than honour is meant here. The expres- 
sion ^f^j literally rendered is equivalent to "worshipped.'' 
The selection here of the very root ^Pi in connection 
with guests or in respect of both gods and guests as in IV, 
251, is apparently intentional. Kulluka in his commentary 
explains it by the use of the verb ^^— (*'^rftrf^ vsf^^W. 
Wf^ ), which like ^t^ is used primarily to mean the worship 
of deities, and conveys the sense of a religious duty Of 
obligation. 

Hospitality an Parasara in his Institutes,* similarly, extols the worship 
duty^fjprah- of guests as a source of prosperity and enumerates it as 
one of the six duties {shat~karma)y the performance of 
which is incumbent upon every Brahmin. 
Public guest. 23. We have thus far dealt with the virtue of hospital- 
ity in its individual and domestic character. It would 
seem, however, that along with such domestic hospitality 
there existed from the most ancient times public institutions 
for the reception and refreshment of travellers. A hymn 
in the Rig Veda addressed to the Maruts speaks of re- 
freshments being ready at their "resting-places on the 
road," and Wilson* in commenting upon the expression 

» Institutes, IV, 29. ^9^\ ^T^ ^R^ft ^ftiT: ^gTTHinit 

^ ^ ^«« t i^xt, .1,^^, • Rig Veda. II, 166, 9. Wilson, 

^nm \ u^ II Vol ii, p. isi. 
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LEO. 1.1 *PURTTA»' 25 

declares it " worthy of note, as indicating the existence of 
accommodations for the nse of travellers : the Prapatha 
is the choltri of the South of India, the sarai of the 
Mahomedans, a place by the road-side where the traveller 
inay find shelter and provisions." In the Introduction 
to the second volume of his translation of the Rig Veda, 
Wilson reverts to the same subject in the following terms^ : 
*' We have mention * * * * of travellers, and of sarais, 
or places provided for their refreshment : it is true that in 
the passage in which they are named the refreshments are 
said to be provided for the Maruts or the winds, but in 
this, as in the case of the cities of the Asuras, the notion 
must have been derived from what really existed : Prapa- 
4haSy or choltriesy were not likely to be pure mythological 
inventions ; those for the Maruts must have had their pro- 
totypes on earth." 

24. Coming now to the other class of meritorious acts, ' Purtta' dis- 
namely, ^wr^ia, we have already seen that they are men- from* ishta/ 
tioned in the Vedas and explained by the commentators 
to mean the gifts bestowed in smdrta rites r that they 
are also mentioned in the supplemental literature of the 
Vedas and there explained in the sense of smarta works 
like tanks, wells, &c. We have also considered the text 
of Manu quoted by Hemddri, which defines purtta as the 
gifts bestowed outside the sacrificial ground. Several 
other texts bearing upon the same question remain to be 
considered. • 

Narada ^ : — " The gift made during an eclipse, or Their relative 
during the entry of the sun into diflferent solstices, or on ^^^^' 
the twelfth lunar day and the like is called purttamJ^ 



Int;XK p^'i^!*^' ^'"- "• ^^^ JlVV^n^^ 



' Quoted in Hem^ri Ddna- 



«^>ll 



khandam,Bib.Ind.,p.20.Madana- Gf. text of Jdtukarna quoted 

ratna and Sudra Kamalakara, leaf in the Jaldshayotsargatatvam, p. 
-10 2:— 507:— 
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ra?na^ ;-— "The Brahmin should diligently perform 
works of ishta and purtta. Heaven is attained by ishta ; 
by purtta one enjoys final emancipation. Ishta works de- 
pend on riches. Tanks, groves, processions for the gods — 
these are called purtta works. He who repairs rained 
wells with flights of steps, wells, tanks, and temples, en- 
joys the fruits of performing purtta works." 

Vardha Purdna^ : — " Ishta and purtta works are the 
first means of performing their religious duties for the 
twice-born classes. By ishta he obtains heaven, and in 
purtta he attains final emancipation. Wells with flights 
of steps, wells, tanks, temples and groves are called 
purtta works." 

Vydsa^ : — "Tanks, wells with flights of steps, tem- 
ples, the bestowing of food, and groves — ^these are called 
purttamJ^ 

Jdtukama^ : — " Wells with flights of steps, wells, 
tanks, the gift of food, and the planting of groves are 
called purtta. ****** are called ishta. The gift 






vt«r 



Quoted in the Sabdakalpodruma. 



* Quoted in Hemddri Dana- 
khandam, Bib. Ind., p. 20. 

Almost identical words are used 
in a text which is ascribed in the 
Madanaratna and the S u d r a- 
Kamaldkara to the sage Jatu- 
karna, but which is also to b« 
found in the Atri Samhit4 : — 

^%» 

if^^T'^ I 
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which is made during ah eclipse is called purtta. Ishta 
and purtta are said to.be the common duties of the twice- • 
bom class. The Sudra is authorised to perform purtta 
works of religion, but not those appertaining to the 
Veda." 

Sankha^ : — "The service of the sick is declared to be *f^^^\F: ^ 

,, eludes relief of 

purtta, the sick. 

In this connection, I may mention here that the institu* Hospitals. 
tion of charitable dispensaries and hospitals (jxrogyashdlds) 
for the benefit of all castes under the superintendence of 
skilful doctors, was a well-recognised form of religious 
charity, as appears from the various texts from Puranas, 
cited by Hemadri in Chapter XIII of his D&nakhandam.^ 

The followinff enumeration of purtta works can be com- Enumeration 

of * Purtta * 

piled from the texts above quoted or referred to : — 

(1) Gifts offered outside the sacrificial ground. 

(2) Gifts on the occasions of an eclipse, solstice and 

other special occasions. 

(3) The construction of works for the storage of 

water, as wells, baolis, tanks, &c. 

(4) The construction of temples for the gods. 

(5) The establishment of processions for the honour 

of the gods. 

(6) The gift of food. 

(7) The reUef of the sick. 



+ + + -^ + + -i-T«ftwf«^^ H 

Quoted in the Jaldshayotsarga- 
tatvam, pp. 506-507. The last line 
is quoted in Sudra Kamaldkara, 
leaf 64-2, as a text of Jdtukarna, 
but in an earlier portion (leaf 10-2) 
it is quoted as a text of Vyasa and 



Jdtukarna. The first twS lines 
are quoted in the Madanaratna 
and in the Sudra EAmalakdra, 
leaf 10-2. 

Quoted in Hem&dri D^na- 
khandam, Bib. Ind., p. 20, and 
Sudra EAmalakara, leaf 10-2. 

* Samvartta and Agastya, 
quoted in Ditto, p. 892 ; Skanda- 
purana, pp. 894-5. 
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Giftslfor pro- 25, The bestowal of learning, with the bestowal of 
ledeef ^^'^' land and cows, forms the group of -the three surpassingly 
meritorious classes of gifts, atiddnas, mentioned in an Upa- 
nishad of the Sdmaveda.^ Hemddri quotes from Nandipu- 
rdna^ Gdrurhapurdna, Vrihaspati^ s^nd Vishnu-dharmottara^ 
texts extolling the merits of educational gifts. Different 
rewards for the gift of different vidyds or sciences are 
mentioned in Devipurdna and Nandipurdna,^ The gift of 
Vedas and of their effigies, the gift of Smritis and Puranas, 
as also the gift of the hearing of Puranas^ are conducive 
to the earning of religious merits of various degrees of 
efficacy.* Helps to students in the shape of books and 
writing materials, food, clothing and instruments, land, 
house, furniture, or fields, — in fact, the gift of everything 
that contributes to the students' maintenance and well-be- 
ing or is necessary for the acquisition of the special branch 
of learning that they study, is productive of great reli- 
gious merit to the donor who is to reap the heavenly fruits 
of his charities in the next world.* 

^ Hem^dri Ddnakhandam, * Hemddri D^nakhandam, 

p. 19 ; also Adityapur&na, quoted pp. 511 & 515. 
by Hemddri at p. 611. • Ditto, pp. 517, 623, 534 & 640. 

 Ditto, pp. 558r559. 
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CHAPTER IL 

(Lecture IL) 

On the Origin of Temples and Image Worship. 

Religious motive of existing Hindu endowments, 1. — The present popu- 
lar religion of the Hindus contrasted with the religion of the 
Vedas, 2 ; the Vedic worship and present popular practice, 3.— 
Origin of priests and temple-structures, 4. — Origin of Image- 
worship, 6; evidence of Image- worship in Vedic literature, 6; 
later evidence, 7. — The earliest trace of endowments : " Yoga- 
kshema" as expounded in Manu and Mitdkshar^, different inter 
pretations, 8.— Conclusion : popular sentiment of charity, 9. 

1, If we take a careful survey of the existing Hindu The Hindu 

1 J. "u n i? J j.i_ J. • it J. • 'J. n motive for en- 

endowments we shall nnd tJiat m the great majority oi dowments is 
the cases they are intended for the honor of the gods or re^ous/ 
the Brahmins. Temples are erected for the worship of 
particular deities and lands annexed to them for the per- 
petuation of their worship, generally by Brahmins. It is 
not uncommon to find temples adjoined to tanks and to 
bathing ghats in rivers. In numerous cases gifts of land 
and other valuables aie made to Brahmins direct, without 
the intervention of any divinity. The ruling motive of 
every Hindu making an endowment is a religious one, 
namely the acquisition of pious merit or the removal of 
the effects of sin with a view to happiness in this world 
and in the next. Of course by the very necessities of the 
case, the object in cases of death-bed gifts must be solely 
spiritual benefits m the next life. 
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Vedio Deities, j^^ rjr^Q religion of the Vedas dififers widely from the 
present popular religion of the Hindus. " The deities to 
whom the songs are for the most part addressed are the 
following : — First Agni, the god of fire. The songs de- 
dicated to him are the most numerous of all — a fact suffi- 
ciently indicative of the character and import of these 
sacrificial hymns. He is the messenger from men to the 
gods, the mediator between them who with his far-shining 
flame summons the gods to the sacrifice, however distant 
they may be. He is for the rest adored essentially as 
earthly sacrificial fire, and not as an elemental force. The 
latter is rather pre-eminently the attribute of God to 
whom, next to Agni, the greatest number of the songs is 
dedicated, viz.^ Indra. Indra is- the mighty lord of the 
thunderbolt, -with which he rends asunder the dark clouds, 
so that the heavenly rays and waters may descend to bless 
and fertilise the earth. A great number of the hymns, 
and amongst them some of the most beautiful, are de- 
voted to the battle that is fought because the malicious 
demon will not gfve .up his booty ; to the description 
of the thunderstorm generally, which with its flashing 
lightnings, its rolling thunders, and its furious blasts made 
a tremendous impression upon- the simple mind of the 
people. The break of day, too, is greeted ; the dawns are 
praised as bright, beautiful maidens ; and deep reverence 
is paid to the flaming orb of the mighty sun, as he steps 
forth vanquishing the darkness of night and dissipating 
it to all the quarters of the heavens. The brilliant sun- 
god is besought for light and wannth, that seeds and flocks 
may thrive in gladsome prosperity."^ 

Besides the three principal gods, Agni, Indra, and Surya, 
the hymns of the Veda sing the praises of a great number 
of other divinities, chiefly, "the Maruts, or winds, the 

' Weber's History of Indian Literature, 2adi edition, 1S82, p. «r. 
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faithful comrades of Indra in his battle ; and Rndra, tht^ 
howling, terrible god, who rules the furious tempest." ^ 
According to Yaska^ the famous etymologist of the Vedas, 
whose Niruhta is the only treatise of its kind which has 
survived to our day, there are in substance only three 
gods in the Veda: — Agni on the earth, Vayu or Indra 
in the sky, and Surya in heaven, of each of- whom there 
are many appellations expressive «f his greatness and of 
of the variety of his functions." The number of Vedic 
gods is given at thirty-three,* increased millionfold in 
more degenerate times. ' " The divinities worshipped (in ^f^/**^*^ 
the Veda) are not unknown to later systems, but they systems. * 
there perform very^ subordinate parts^ whilst those deities • 
who are the g^'eat gods-«-the Dii majores — of the sub- 
sequent period, are either wholly unnamed in* the Veda, Pf^*^®® J^^' 
or are noticed in an inferior and different capacity. The Vedas. ie 
names of Siva, of Mahadeva, of Durga, of Kali, of 
Bama, of Krishna, never occur, as far as we are yet 
aware : we have a Rudra, who, in after-times, is identified 
with Siva,- but who, even in the Pur anas, is of very s»^*» 
doubtful origin and identification, whilst in the Veda he 
is described as the father of ^the winds, and is evidently a 
form of either Agni or Inbra ; the epithet Kaparddin, 
which applied to him, appears, indeed, to have some re- 
lation to a characteristic attribute of Siva, — the wearing 
of his hair in a peculiar braid ; but the term has probably in 
the Veda a different signification — one now forgotten, — 
although it may have suggested in after-time the appear- 
ance of SrvA in such a head-dress, as identified with 
Agni; for instance, Kaparddin may intimate his head 
being surrounded by radiating flame, or the wQrd may be 

» Weber's History of Indian p. XXXIX; Muir's Texts, Vol. 

Literature, 2nd edition, 1882, p. 40. V, p. 8. 

'Quoted in Wilson's transla- 
tion of the Rig Veda, Vol. I, » Muir*s Texts, Vol. V, p. 9. 
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' , • . aninte|4)alidioit;.at an^catfl^'ng'(^^ 
Mngam, ",, * \S;^* 0Gcur?ft and thare is-iipt the slighflSst allu^pn to the 

* • ' ' - iorni in which, foEnthe last ten centuries at least, he seems 

• to have been almost ex4jlusively worshipped in India, — 
^ that of the ^inga or Phallus : neither is there the slightest 

hint of another important feature «f later Hinduism, the 
Tj^iirttf. Trim'Arttiy or Tri-nne combination of ^iU-HMA, Vishnu, and 
SIVA, as typified by tl)^ mj«tio«.l syllable Om^ although 
^ according to high authority on ihe religions of antiquity, 
the TrimiHrtti was the first element in the faith of the 
vi^nu. .1 Hindus and the second ^s the LinganhJ^^ Vishnu appears 
M • in'the hymns as one of tho ininof divinities-^a manifesta- 

 iiin of the ^un^god ^d^the u^filli'riend ^-Indra.* The 

 .'v idea of his incarnations which Qccrfpief 9^o large a portion 
' ©f the lati^r-day creed i^ entirely absent in the Veda 
/, . * PF^P®^ His three steps — Tri-vikrama — are identified with 
J^ the diffex03at positions of tfie sun at his rising, IJs culmi- 
nation and his setting,"^ and in the same connection com- 
mentators explain Vishnupada to mean the meridian sky 
and ^ayasira the hill of setting.* In th^? Saiap^tJm ^r&h-* 
mana^ Vislinu is* said to have been 4 jlwarf,^ and it fs only 
in the epic«kpQftms that we c^ find the dwarf combined 
with4he three §teps iCf baild ^ the present story of the 
Vdmana Avatdra or Dwarf incarnation of Vishnu. Gaya- 
' sir§h(l and Vishnu-pada have^ become the subjects of a 
separate legend sanctifying Gaya as a place of pilgrim- 
age for the performance of srdddhas^ for the benefit 
of the souls of deceased ancestors. Amongst others this 
legend is given in the Gaya Mahatmya portion of the 
Vdyu Burdna,^ 



o,^ • '€ 
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1 Wilson's Rig Veda, Vol. I, * Muir's Texts, Vol. IV, p. 65. 

pp. XXV^pr-XXVII. ^ 5 Muir's Texts, Vol: IV., p. 123, 

• Muir's Texts. Vol. IV, pp. ^ ,r , tt 

f^ 68 78 86 91. • Shabdakalpadruma, Vol. II 

» Muir's Texts, Vol. IV, p. 66. PP- 970—2, 
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In the Big*'Ve4ar5^ W^T^ifci* aafithat • * . . , 
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Vishnn pierced '(tlie)J^arrfAa, and Wifeon In his trans- ^ 
lation makes this ijiean that Indfa, the pervadgr of the 
universe, pierced the cloud, Yardha being, one of the • 
recognised synonymS for meg^a in Vedic lexicography.* 
Dr. Muir, howevei^ iBranslates the passage to mean that 
Vishnu pierced the boar.* I think the meaning given 
by Wilson is the earlier and the truer meaning, although in 
the later hymn (Rig Veda, VIII, 66,10,) I accept Dr. Muir's 
rendering of Vqrdha -hj ^ hog. * "The wide-striding " '*- 

Vishnu, yrged by thee, '0 Indra, carried off all [thesfe * # 

things], — a hundred buffiajbei, broth^^Q^ed with milk, ana ;. 
a hoff Emusha?^^ Muir? with- some hesitation, renders the v .' 
last word as " fierce^" and most lively he is right*? In the • ** .* < . J 
/Sa^apa^Aa jBra/imaria, however, the legend has so faf de-^ \ .* j 
cayed tha^it is said "formerly this earth was only. 90 large, '^ '-' %' 
of the size of a span. Smusha, a boar, I'aised her up." * ' ^ ' ' 

In the Taittiriya BrahmaruZy this boar* ( Vardha) is identi- 
fied with*P«ajaji$itiit,nd even in the Rdmayana the legend ** * 
is contifiued in that form,* the boar bei^g 'described as a 
manifestation of Brahma an(^ not of Vishnu, -ani it is only ^^ 
in later times that we heai^ of 4hj^ boar-thcaruatioa^ of '/ >'• 
Vishnu. Krishna, Devakiputra, the son of Devaki, is Krisiina## * 
mentioned in the Chhandogyct Upanishad not as an idcar- 
nation of Vishnu, but only as a sqjiolar eager after the * • 
pursuit of knowledge and belonging perhaps to the military 
caste.^ And as for Kdli^ the Mundakopanishad describes ^^^i. 
her, along with Karali^ as one of the seven tongues of fire, 
and not as a separate and powerful divinity. . . - 

» Rig Veda, Vol. I, p. 163. * » Muir's Texts, ^U I, pp. 

• Muir's Texts, Vol. IV, p. 67. 63-54. 

» Muir's Texts, Vol. IV, p. 91. ,• Weber's History otm Indian 

* Muir's Texts, Vol. IV, pp. Literature, p. 71 ; Muir's Sanskrit 
2r-28. Texts, Vol. IV, p. 183. 
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Vedic worship 3. The forms of worship prevailing in the Vedic age 

And moddm " 

practice com- were also widely different from that prevailing at present 
^ under popular practice. The worship which the hymns 
describe^ " comprehend^ oflferings, prayer, and praise ; the 
former are chiefly oblations and libatiorife, — clarified butter 
poured on fire, and the expressed and formented juice of 
the soma plant, presented in ladles to the deities invoked, 
in what manner does not exactly appear, although it seems 
to have been sometimes sprinkled on the fire, sometimes on 
the ground, or rather on the kusa, or sacred grass, strewed 
on the floor, and in all cases the residue was drunk by the 
assistants. - The ceremony takes place in the dwelling of the 
worshipper, in a chamber appropriated to the purpose and 
probably to the maintenance of a perpetual fire, although 
the frequent allusions to the occasional kindling of the 
sacred flame are rather ?it variance with this practice. 

Temples not There ts no mention of any temple^ or any reference to a 

Ved^t^^ ^ public place of tporship, and it is clear that the worship was 
purely domestic. The worshipper, or Yajamana, does not 
appear to have taken of necessity any part personally in the 
ceremony, and there is a goodly array of officiating priests, 
— ^in some instances seven, in some sixteen — by whom the 
different ceremonial rites are performed, and by whom the 
mantras, or prayers, or hymns are recited. That animal 
victims were offered on particular occasions, may be inferred 
froA brief and obscure allusions in the hymns of the first 
book, and it is inferrible from some passages that human 
sacrifices were not unknown, although infrequent and some- 
times typical ; but these are the exceptions, and the habi- 
tual offerings may be regarded as consisting of clarified 

^ . , butter and the iuice of soma plant." 

Theinstitutio. ** _ ^ 

of priests by. 4. 4-lthough the Vcdic worship of fire and of the 
elements was in its origin patriarchal and domestic, there 



* Wilson*8 Big Veda, Vol. I, xxiii, xxiv. 
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is evidence in the hymns themselves of a later tendency 
to establish an elaborate priestly organisation.^ It is re- 
marked by Eggeling in the Introduction to his translation 
of the Satapatha Brahmanci, that, " from clear indications 
in not a few hymns of the Rig Veda, it appears that a dis- 
tribution of the sacrificial functions among different classes 
of priests had taken place before the final reduction of that 
collection." * The fire-god, nevertheless, did not require 
a temple to be built for him.* The ordinary daily sacri- 
fices were performed in the house, and from their simple 
character required not the assistance of a ministering priest. 
The fire was accommodated in a separate shed "^ attached to 
the residence of the worshipper. Even in the case of the 
greater sacrifices instituted by rich and powerful indivi- 
duals temporary constructions sufficed for the Yajnasdld 
or the Hall of Sacrifice.* The state of society in the Vedic 
period was partly pastoral and partly agricultural. Vil- 
lages (grama) are mentioned several times in the hymns, Their com- 
and in one place it is said that Indra demolished a hundred erecTtempies 
cities of stone, an expression which could hardly have ""^®"^^^® ' 
been used even for a mythological purpose, unless the 
Bishi had some knowledge of stone structures and before 
his mental if not his actual vision prototypes in stone- 
built cities on the earth. In other places iron cities or 
fortifications and cities with a hundred enclosures or forti^ 
fications are mentioned, doubtless in mythological or figu- 
rative senses, but nevertheless the use of such mythologies 
or figures of speech suggests the idea of forts or fortified 
cities as actually existing in the country at that time. 
Bricks (ishtaka) are frequently mentioned in the Brahma- 
rtas as used for the construction of vedis or altars, but it 



> Wilson's Rig Veda, Vol. II, East, Vol. XII, p. 15. 
Introduction, p. 1.  Miiller's A. S. L., p. 204. 

• Mailer's Sacred Books of the * Muir's Texts, Vol. V, p. 451. 
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does not clearly appear whether they were baked or not. 

were*!iTi^ Altogether there cannot be any doubt that the Vedic people 

quired. were quite competent to erect temples, but they did not 

raise them because of the peculiar nature of their worship 

at that time which did not then require such edifices. • 

Image-wor- 6. Closely Connected with the question of temples is 

ship in Vedio , , . 

period, the question whether the Vedic Indians made images of 

their gods ? Max Miiller answers firmly in the negative. 

denied by " The religion of the Veda," says he, " knows of no idols. 

Miiller. .... 

The worship of idols in India is a secondary formation, 
a later degradation of the more primitive worship of ideal 
gods." ^ On the other hand Dr. BoUensen,^ on the au- 
thority of texts, some of them given in the fifth volume of 

Muir's view. Muir's Sanskrit Texts, is of opinion that the hymns contain 
clear references to images of the gods, and Muir himself 
leaves the question open, preferring to hear what the other 

Dr. Boiiensen's side havo to Say to Dr. BoUensen's specific authorities. 

linguistic ^ ** ^ "^ ^ 

proof It is not necessary here to enter into any detailed examina- 

tion of these texts, but it will be suflScient to say that they 
do not necessarily and irresistibly lead to the desired con- 
clusion, but are quite susceptible of a meaning quite in 
harmony with the traditions of oriental commentators and 
with the opinion deliberately expressed by so eminent 
an authority on the Vedas as Max Miiller. The gods are 
described in the hymns with many human attributes — a 
necessity of the human mind and language — but it does 
not necessarily follow therefrom that images of those gods 
clothed in such human attributes were artificially prepared 
and worshipped. Dr. Bollensen argues from the fact of 
the Vedic gods being called divo naras, " men of the sky," 
or nripes'as^ " having the form of men," that the Indians 
did not merely in imagination assign human forms to 



* Chips from a German Workshop, Vol. I, p. 38. 

• Muir's Texts, Vol. V, p. 453. 
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their gods, but also represented them in a sensible wia/in^r. jj^^pg^^^j^^ j^y 
I confess my inability to follow the latter part of the argu- ^f^bS'"'' 
ment. By parity of reasoning, when the Book of Gtenesid piiraseoiogy* 
speaks — 

" And God said, Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness. * * * * * * 
So God created man in his ow7i image, in the image 
of God created he him. * *" ^ 
- — we ought to assume that in the time of Moses the Jews 
worshipped their God by making human images. 

It would be equally reasonable to argue from expressions 
like the following in the Psalms of David ; — 

" The Lord is in his holy temple, the Lord's throne is 
in heaven : his eyes behold, his eyelids try, the children 
of men." ^ 
" Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the 
shadow of thy wings." ^ 

" In my distress I called upon the Lord and cried unto 
my God : he heard my voice out of his temple, and 
my cry came before him, even into his ears.* * * 
* * There went up a smoke out of his nostrils, and 
fire out of his mouth devoured : coals were kindled 
by it. 
•* He bowed the heavens also, and came down : and 

darkness was under his feet. • 

" And he rode upon a cherub, and did fly : yea, he did 

fly upon the wings of the wind.* * * 
" Yea, he sent out his arrows, and scattered them,"* — 
and so on, — that the Jews in David's time worshipped 
their national god, as a visible image with hands and feet 
and wings, riding on a cherub and holding arrows in his 
hands. 



> Chap. 1, verses 26, 27. 
* Psalm XI, verse 4. 



• Psalm XVII, verse 8. 

* Psalm XVIII, verses 6, 8, 9, 10, 14. 
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Later but un- 6. It most, however, be freely admitted that in the later ! 

equivocal evi- 
dence in Vedib Vedic literature there is tmequivocal evidence of the exist- 

ence of images of gods and of temples raised for their 

accommodation. Thus in the Adbhuta Brahmana of the 

Sama Veda,^ which is devoted to the enumeration of the 

untoward occurrences of daily life, omens and portents, 

along with the rites to be performed for averting their evil 

consequences, the quaking of temples, and the laughing, 

singing, dancing,, breaking, sweating, and twinkling of 

divine images is expressly mentioned and provided for : — 

^^^RrnRTTTf^r ^IFRW, ^c|dMfd*4l ^ ^f^ 4w9tl ^^Vm 

^^f^ figl^^'^^Pri f5rfiTOf% I &C., &C., ' 

and a similar provision is made in the Adbhutadhy&ya or 
the Chapter on Omens and Portents in the Kausika Sutra 
which, according to Weber, is the sole existing ritual sutra 
of the Atharva Veda^ : — 

^^^^ ^-d^d^clcllPt ^^^ ^TcTptT T^rf% ^nwpfl ^T^lf'r 

^ ^^g^nftr fRf%" I &c. * 

Similar evi- 7. In the Dharma Sutra of Gautama, " temples of the 

aence in . 

Gautama gods " are enumerated amongst the places which destroy 
Dharma Sutra. ^^_,, ^^ mountains, all rivers, holy lakes, places of pil- 

grimage, the dwellings of Rishis, cow-pens and temples 
of the gods (are) places (which destroy sin)." ^ 

Aid in an earlier Sutra, in laying down the rule of the 
road, Gautama directs that temples of gods should be pass- 
ed to the right — a direction which later on developed in- 
to the practice of perambulation to the right side ^f^ni: — 
«' He shall pass excellent (being and things), auspicious 

* Weber's History of Indian Literature, p. 152. 
Literature, p. 69, 4 z^e Vedische texte uber 

* Weber's Adbhuta Brahmana, q^^^^^ ^nd Portenta, p. 367. 
or Zwie Vedische texte iiber Omi- 

na und Portenta, p. 335. * Gautama, Oh. XIX, S. 14 ; 

* Weber's History of Indian MuUer's S. B. B., Vol. II, p. 273. 
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(objects), temples of the god, cross-roads, and the like with 
his right turned towards them," ^ 

Images of the gods are specifically mentionedjin the 
same Dharma Sutra under a rule relating to calls of nature 
and another relating to the stretching out of feet in a par- 
ticular direction. — " Facing or within sight of wind, fire> 
Brahmauas, the sun, water, (images of the) gods, and 
cows, he shall not eject urine or faeces or other impurities." 
" He shall not stretch out his feet towards those divine 
beings^" ^ And the same rules are repeated in the Dharma 
Sutra of Apastamba : — 

He shall not void excrements facing the fire, the sun, in Apastamba, 
water, a Brahamana, a cow or (image of) the gods. 

" If possible, he shall not stretch out his feet towards a /ir^, 
water, a Br&hmana, a cow (image of) the gods, or a door."^ 

8. The earliest trace of endowments is to be found in Earliest trace 

of ©udow- 

a rule of the Gautama Dharma Sutra in connection with ments. 
partition of inheritances : — 

" Water for (property distrained for) pious uses or impartibiiity 
sacrifices, and prepared food shall not be divided." * The clhemaf* 
terms used in the text for (property distrained for) pious 
uses and sacrifices are Yoga and Cshema, The identical 
terms occur in Manu, Ch. IX, S. 219, and also in Mitak- Different in- 
shara in the enumeration of effects not liable to partition, t^rpretations. 
The terms are capable of different interpretations, biy; the 
following explanation by Vignaneshvara is the most 
reasonable and adopted by Haradatta and Nanda Pandita 
on the parallel passages of Gautama and Vishnu : — 

" The term Yogacshema is a conjunctive compound resolv- 
able into Yoga and Cshema. By the word Yoga is signified 

* Gautama, Oh. IX, S. 66 ; • Apastamba, I, p. 11, k. 30, s. 
MiiUer's S. B. E., Vol. II, 20 & 22. MuUer's S. B. E., Vol. 
p. 223. II, pp. 95-96. 

• Gautama, Ch. IX, ss. 12, 13 ; * Muller*s S. B. B. Vol. II, 
MuUer's S. B. E., Vol. II, p. 218. p. 306. 
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a cause of obtaining something not already obtained, that 
is, a sacrificial act to be performed with* fire consecrated 
according to the Veda and the law. By the term Cshema 
is denoted an auspicious act which becomes the means 
of conservation of what has been obtained ; such as the 
making of a pool or a garden, or the giving of alms else- 
where ^han at the altar. Both these, though appertain- 
ing to the father, or though accomplished at the charge of 
the patrimony, are indivisible ; as LaHgdcsU declares : 
* The learned have named a (purtta) conservatory act 
Cshema, and a sacrificial one Ydga ; both are pronounced 
indivisible : and so are the bed and the chair.' 

"Some (Medhatithi and the Calpataru) hold, that by 
the compound term Y6gacsliema, those who eifect sacrificial 
and conservatory acts ( Yoga and Cshema^, are intended, 

as the King's counsellers, the stipendiary priests, and the 

« 

rest. Others say, weapons, cowtails, parasols, shoes and 
similar things are meant." ^ 

Biihler, agreeing with the commentary of Vignftnesvara, 
observes : ^' I prefer it to all others, chiefly on account of 
the explicit passage of Laiigacshi which Vignanesvara 
quotes. In its favor speaks also that numerous royal grants 
allow villages or land to Brahmanas and their descendants 
for the performance of certain sacrifices, or for charitable 
purp#ses, such as the daily distribution of food (annasuttra 
or sadavrata), and that the occurrence of a rule in the 
Smritis, declaring property given under such conditions 
to be impartible, is no more than might be expected." * 

To the Smriti of Laugacshi, quoted above, Nila Kantha 
in his Vyavahdra Mayukha further adds : " There Purttam 
means a tank, garden, &c., and Ishtam a sacrifice, a feast 
to Brahmanas, and the like. The meaning is, whatever 



» From Colebrook's Mitaksharft, • See Biihler's Menu, p. 379 

Ch. I, 4—23 & 24, pp. 275-6. note to a. 219. 
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wealth has been given up and set apart for such purposes 
with the consent 'of all when in an undivided state by a 
(certain) man, it should be used by that alone for that 
same charity, and not by another, nor by all together." ' 
The Hon'ble V. N. Mandalik, however, in his translation 
of the original text of Menu, quoted by Nila Kantha, 
translates the word Ydgacskema by "sacrificing p^ests." 
His rendering thus dififers from that of Vignanesvara and is 
based on Kullukabhatta, the Smriti of Laugdkshi being 
quoted as authority by both.^ 

9. One thing, however, is plain : that public charitable Conclusion. 
institutions were endowed in a recognised form from the 
very earliest age of Hindu religion, and the greatest merit 
was attached to their creation and maintenance. The 
religious zeal for the preservation of their sanctity gave 
rise to fixed rituals and ceremonies. With the natural 
decay of religion, more elaborate rules were framed for 
the determination, founding or institution, construction 
and renunciation of temples and other public charitable 
endowments. " In course of time, deterioration set in. virtue, the 
Still the original principal lives, though it will avoid noise ofth^^y!'^^^ 
and fashion." So says the Hon'ble V. N. Mandalik, and 
he sums up the true popular sentiment in the following 
lines : — 

" The essence of the essence extracted of the 18 Puranas 
is (that) service to others produces punya (virtue), and 
injury to others (produces) sin." ^ 

^ Mandalik's Mayukha and and Mandalik's ditto, p. 70. 
Yagnavalkya, Mayukha, p. 71. ' Mandalik's ditto. 

 See Viramitrodaya, 1, 221, p. 1, Appendix II, p. 333. 



CHAPTER III. 

(Lecture III). 

On the Oonstbuction of Temples. 

onstruction of temples, the moat common form of endowment, 1 ; texts 
extolling the merits of construction and dedication, 2 ; propor- 
tion of merit to materials used in construction, 3. — General rules 
OF BUILDING Vcutus (houses) applicable, — texts directing the 
proper times for construction, 4; dissent of Baghunandana 
and his explanation, 5. — Selection of site, 6 ; rules in Mdnotsdra 
and other authorities, 7 ; colour and smell, 8 ; taste, shape and other 
qualities of the soil, 9 ; other tests, 10 ; the rationale of the tests, 11 ; 
tests of fertility, 12,— and of solidity, 13; a universal maxim of 
selection, 14. Effect of the progress of society and religion, 15 ; 
special rules as to site of temples, 16 ; fit surroundings, 17 ; direc- 
tions for temples of special deities, 18; location of domestic 
chapels, 19.— Cleaning and purifying the soil ; the old prac- 
tice of ploughing the land and the modern ceremony of hhumi- 
paHgrahaf 20; further details of ploughing, 21; sowing of seed 
and grazing of crop by cattle, 22 ; ascertaining cardinal points, 23 ; 
feeding Brahmans on the soil, — eradicating underground ' salycu* or 
* thorns,' 24.— The Vastu- Yaga ; the vedic conception of a Vastos- 
pati, 25 ; the sacrifice according to Gobhila, 26 ; other directions in 
AshwcUdyana, 27 ; modern practice as regards the time for the sacri- 
fice, 28 ; the Vastu-puru8?iat 29 ; the modern ritual of the Ydga : 
preliminaries, 30 ; specific ceremonies, — drawing the Vastu Mandala 
and worshipping its deities, on it, 31 ;— or before Saligram^ in case of 
Inability, 32 ; the homa, 33 ; the omen of floating flowers, 34 ; con- 
clusion, 35.— Selection of materials, as timber, 36.— The cere- 
mony of SUd-nydsa, 37 ; rules as to the substance, 38 ; the ritual, 
39. — Rules of Architecture : on the direction of doors and con- 
struction of temples, 40. — The common form of Bengal temples, 
41. — The pratishtha or consecration of temples analogous to the 
gHTia pravesha of Vastris, 42. 

Erection of 1- The erection of temples is the most common form 

tempes. ^£ endowments prevalent amongst the Hindus in the 

present day, and I propose therefore to deal with these in 

the first instance. 



f 
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! 2« The religious merit acqmred by the construction of a i. Texts on 

temple and its dedication to the worship of particular merits ^°"' 
divinities is extolled in numerous sacred texts. 

Vishnu Rahasya^ ■: — " Those who in the sports of child- Acquiring the 

deity's region 

hood create out of dust a temple for Vdsudeva, even and freedom 
they sojourn to the regions sa'cred to that divinity." 

Agni Furano? : — *' Of those persons who are ever con- 
templating the construction of a temple for Hari, the 
sins of a previous hundred births are destroyed." 

Narasinha Purana^ : — " Whoever conceives the idea of 

' erecting a divine temple, that very day his carnal sins are 

annihilated ; what then shall be said of finishing the struc- 
ture according to rule. Beyond description is the wealth 
of religious merit acquired by the person who makes an 
abode of Vishnu of eight bricks. The merits accruing 
from extensive buildings can be presumed in proportion. 

[ He who dies after making the first brick (for the construe- Merit of begin- 

tion of a temple) obtains the religious merit of a completed ^^^ **^^y- 
Yajnor:' 



'  > 1 1  » 



* Quoted in ^t^fMwf^^fW, t^Rlt «ir<tftfif 'J'WT ^ f%- 
p. 694. ^^ I 



t^ ft^Nt ^rf 'jjWimffts^n 






MfWTIT I 



«<."a« Ji^Nn^^; B»rr nil*)**} i 



'JTq I* p. 694. 
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"f 



Salvation of 
self and gener 
ations. 



Vishnu^: — "A man attains the regions presided over 
by that deity whose temple he erects." 

Yama^ : — " By erecting temples for the gods, by con- 
secrating their images and by adorning them with various 
paintings, the dedicator obtains the regions dedicated to 
those deities." 

Vamana Purana^ : — " He who causes the construction 
of a temple for Madhava, conquers the eternal abodes of 
purity. ***** The establisher of a temple for 
Vishnu procures the salvation of himself and of eight 
generations above his grandfather. Thus, a song by the 
ancestors (says) : ' May some one be bom in our race a 
worshipper of Vishnu, the performer of pious acts, who 
may establish a temple for Hari.' " 

Agni Purana* : — " The man who causes a temple to be 

built for Hari, carries to the mansion of Vishnu ten 

Irrespective of thousand past and future generations. Whether a temple 

of constructor, is built for Hari by the expenditure of a lakh or a 

thousand or a hundred or a fifty, the merit is the same 

here for the rich and the poor, respectively." 



Quoted in the Hd ^ fd gf?T^ P- 667. 
Quoted in the ^JdMfdBId^ ?• 667. 



w* n 

Quoted in ^t^fi:HfmftW^,P- 69:\ 

ftr^sn^T^ «RH?nu ^ncpjcfr ^- 

Quoted in fl^fXM%ftl^rr9, 
pp. 693-694. . 
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Bhavishya Purana} : — " The religious merit accruing 
from (the expenditure of) a small or great amount of 
wealth (in the construction of a temple) is the same for 
the poor and rich (according to their means"). 

Skanda Purana * ; — ".On beginning the construction of 
a temple for Krishna, the sins committed in seven births 
are annihilated, and the ancestors rescued from hell. For 
each particle of dust resting at the foot of Krishna's 
temple, the endower dwells a thousand years in the 
mansions of Vishnu. He who causes paintings in the 
temple of Krishna, dwells in the mansions of Vishnu as 
long as the oceans last." 

3. BhMshya Puranof : — " The merit of constructing a Merit propor- 

1 in J • i. •n* J.* j.T_ L J* ii tional to mat© 

temple oi wood is ten million times that or an earthen one. rai. ' 
The merit in a brick house is a hundred billion of times. 
The wise know the merit in a structure of stone to be two 
hundred thousand billions. The merit for rich and poor 
is the same in stone and earthen structures." 

It may be inferred from the form of the Sanhalpa^ 
or the declaration of purpose that the consecrator of a 



Quoted in the??^srffreTflTi P- 667. 

i * 



Quoted in ^t^ft^ftirftr^gTO, 

p. 694. 

^"tf?r ^Tfir arnr g^ w WTf^«- 

1?^: II 
Quoted in 4<dV<f?f81fnJ I P- 667. 

* See extracts from ijd lf ^^^fifg T 

Sabdakalpadruraa, loo. if9, 
pp. 3154, 8168. 
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temple built of such perishable materials as thatch or wood 
is promised heavenly bliss for years ten thousand times 
the number of atoms composing the sacred structure, and 
in the case of more permanent materials like bricks the 
reward is tenfold greater and for stone the merit is again 
multiplied tenfold. 

The rule of proportion is more elaborately worked out 
in the Vishnu Dharmottara^ : — " Having built a temple 
for that supreme deity (Vishnu), the builder acquires the 
religious merit of the Rdjasuya and Aswamedha sacrifices. 
This virtuous reward I have stated for an earthen 
structure. In case of a wooden structure the merit is 
hundredfold. In case of stoae the merit again is tenfold 
of the preceding one, — tenfold of that in the case of iron, 
which again is multiplied hundredfold for copper. By 
the use of silver the builder mutiplies the merit a thousand- 
fold, and verily in the case of gold it is again mutiplied 
a hundred thousandfold. By adorning with beautiful 
gems, the builder obtains eternal bliss." 
II Selection of 4. The words used in the ancient literature of the 
nJe^s for houses Hindus for the temples of their gods denote the residence 
appUcabie. ^f ^j^^ g^j^ j^^ ^^^ housc of god, the temple comes under 

the operation of many rules relating to houses in general, to 
which are added some special rules relating to the former. 

wnw I ^ ^ ^ ' 

f^^T! I Quoted in fl^Pwfii^RSra, 

^l%r^^^^^^^iM^^ p.m. 
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The time for the construction of houses is the subject of Auspicious 
numerotis texts, mostly on astrological gi'ounds. The 
following texts^ though relating to houses in general, are 



adduced by Gopala Bhatta apparently to indicate the 
proper time for the construction of temples also^ : — 

Matsya Purana^ : — If a house (of god) is built by a Months. 
person in Ohaitra, he gets disease ; if in Baisdkh, he gets 
money and jewels ; in Jyaistha, death ; in AshAdh, servants 
and jewels, but no beasts ; in Srdban, friendship ; in 
Bhddra, loss (of friends) ; in Asvin, death of a wife ; in 
Kirtik, money and crops ; in Agrahdyana, a devotee ; 
in Paush, there will be fear from thieves ; but he will 



* Of. <^ji^ ^ f%fv: it\li\ 

Baghunandana-Jyotistattvam, 
p. 290. 

i?i^T»f ^^5^ «irTf^% vm- 

Wcfll 



^rftr^ Ttf^ft ^srf^^ ^w- 



T^ n 



Quoted in ^^f[?rfwf%^n^, 
pp. 694-695. 
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Afterisms. 



know of profits from many directions, and fire in M&gh 
can be looked for ; gold in Phalgun and sons ; such is told 
of the effect of (particular periods of) time. The following 
asterisms are auspicious in commencing a building : — 
Asvini, Rohini, MulA, the three Uttarks, Mrigashira, 
Swdti, Hastd and AnuradhA. All days, except Sunday 
and Tuesday, are auspicious. All conjunctions, except 
Conjunctions, the following, are also propitious : — Vajra, VyAghata, 
Shula, Vyatipdta, Atiganda, Vishkumbha, Ganda, and 
Parigha. A house should be commenced at one of the 
following parts of the day known as Muhiirttas : — Sveta, 
Maitra, Mdhendra, Gandharva, Rohina and also Rdja and 
Savittra. The erection of pillars should be performed at 
auspicious lagnas or moments when the Sun and the Moon 
are favourable ; other moments should be avoided," 

Hayasirsha Panchardtra} : — " Building operations 
should not be commenced in the rainy season by a well- 
informed person ; nor at the end of the third part of dark 
fortnight, and in the first and second part of the bright 
fortnight. Of the Tithis, the fourth, ninth and the 
fourteenth are to be avoided. Tuesday is also to be left 



Lagnas f or 
pillars. 



Inauspicious 
time. 



^»T^ g f^ ^^ '^^ f^ 

^dsM I! 

1?fT I 



jf^ ^^^ mfki ^i^ ta^j^' 

^ni^T^r^^^l^ iT^r ilTOT ^^T- 

Quoted in '^^^ft^f^pl^m, 
p, 695. 
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out, for working on that day brings injury (or bad luck), 
and days taunted with dangers arising out of the earth, 
sky, or the heavenly bodies, and other calamities (as the 
death of a- friend, &c.), and days marked with the por- 
tentous Vyatipatayoga, and days made ominous by some 
planet as the Saturn^ &c., are to be avoided. A well 
informed man should do his work when the moon and 
stars are favourable. And. so on. (Here follow some 
more astronomical details, which the curious may examine 
in the text given below.) 

5. Raghunandana, however, does not admit the appli- Dissent of 
cability of the above text of the Matsya Purana in con- dana. 
nection with temples. In his Vdstuyaga-tattvam^^ after 
having quoted the above text in almost the same words, 
he proceeds thus : — 

"The results ascribed to the months of Chaitra, &c., 
appertain to a human dwelling. In the case of a temple 
(devacfriha)y however, on account of the supremacy of the 
time for the consecration (pratishthd) that time is adopt- 
ed : * * Thus, too, a text of the Devi Purana quoted in the 
Kalpatara : — ' That time, which is proper for the planting 
of the consecration (pratishthd) flag of a god, is also 
auspicious for laying the foundation-stone (of the temple) 
of that god.' " 

Again, in his Jyotistattvam^ Baghunandana observes t]^at 
the Matsyapurana has laid down that the months of Magha, 
PhAlguna, Chaitra, BaisAkha, and Jyaistha only are 
auspicious for pratishthds of all gods. In the Pratishthd 
Samuchchaya^ however, there is a direction that even the 
month of Ashddha is eligible for pratishthd^ whereupon 
the Devi Purdna declares that pratishthd of the goddess 
Durga may be performed even in dakshindyg.na^ or when 



> Baghunandana, p. 608. 

' See also Jyotistattvam of Baghanandana, p. 290. 

P, HLB 4 
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the snn is in the sonthern equinox. To explain this 
apparent contradiction between rules laid down for the 
General rule as building of 3welling-houses and those for the building of 
aK)iicabie^o" temples, Bagbunandaua remarks that the direction given 
*«»pie». in Krittya CMntamani ^ — that the same rules are to be 

observed in mstallation of dwelling-houses and temples — 
relates to the auspicious moon, &g^ and not to the particular 
months in which the ceremonies are to be performed^ 
(For particulars of auspicious astrological conditions, see 
Baghunandaiia's Jyotigtattvam^ p. 290, and Vdstu YdgcUat" 
tvam^ p, 608.) 
III. Seiectioii g. The selection of a site for a temple depends pri« 
marily upon rules common to all bouses* The technical 
term for the site of a dwelling is vastu^ the word also 
denoting the dwelling itself when completed, Vastu- 
TidyA or architecfcure is the most important branch of the 
Silpa Shdstra of the Hindus, and elaborate rules aro 
laid down therein for the selection of a proper site for a 
Ramraz^s sum- li^^se. The following Summary, by Bamraz, of the 
Biary of rules laid down in the Mdnasdray the most celebrated 

treatise on the ^Ipa Shdstra which has come down to us, 
is the best example which can be offered of these rules : — 
Rniesin Mfina- 7. " The third chapter of the Mdnasdra pn^esses to treat 
®^^ of the nature and qualities of the ground <m which 

buildings are to be erected. It opens with the definition 
of a vdstu, a term used to express the ground on which 
any superstructure is raised, as signifying that which is 
inhabitable, and directs a careful examination of the site 
to be selected for building, as to its fitness for the purpose 
from its colour, smell, taste, form and touch. It then goes 
on to divide the soil into four sorts, and to point out in 
Classification flie Order of superiority what is considered auspicious for 

according to ^ ^ *■ i/»ii» ■• .i 

class of owner, the residence of each of the four classes, with reference 

» See Note 1, p. 47. 
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to the five qualities above-mentioned. Nay, some have 
even gone so far as to forbid the lower classes from 
occupying the ground suited to the higher, and vice versct^ 
on pain of incurring the severest vengeance of heaven ; 
but the principle on which these distinctions are founded is 
altogether nugatory. It signifies little whether the ground 
designed for the residence of a Brahman be square or 
oblong, white or red, sweet or sour, provided that the situa- 
tion is convenient, and that it furnishes a firm bottom for 
laying the foundation ; nor is it possible to find a place 
possessing all the qualities required by this prescription for 
the residence of any one of the classes ; and in order 
perhaps to obviate this diflSculty, another more general A geneirai clas- 
classification of the soil into three sorts is added, with the 
declaration that the two first will answer the purposes of 
all classes of men without exception. 

" The best sort of ground should abound with milky trees i. Good, 
full of fruits and flowers ; its boundary should be of a 
quadrangular form, level and smooth, with a sloping 
declivity towards the east, producing a hard sound, with 
a stream running from left to right, of an agreeable odour, 
fertile, of an uniform color, containing a great quantity of 
soil, producing water when dug to the height of a man's 
arm raised above his head, and situated in a climate of 
moderate temperature. The ground possessed of qualiijes 
directly opposite to those mentioned above is the worst, 
and that which has a mixed nature is the middling." ^ 2. Medium. 

The ground to be avoided is described in a special manner 3. Bad. 
as follows : — " That which has the form of a circle, a 
semi-circle, containing three, five, or six angles, resem- 
bling a trident or a window, shaped like the hinder part of 
a fish, or the back of an elephant, or a turtle, or the face 

* Ramraz's Essay on the Architecture of the Hindus. Londoni 
1839, pp. 15—17. 
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of a cow, and the like, situated opposite to any of the 
intermediate quarters— north-west, and the like— abound- 
ing with human sculls, stones, worms, ant-hills, bones, 
slimy earth, decayed woods, coals, dilapidated wells, sub- 
terraneous pits, fragments of tiles, limestones, ashes, 
husks of corn, and exposed to the wafted effluvia of curds, 
oil, honey, dead bodies, fishes, &c.; such a spot should 
other authori- be avoided on every account." Similar provisions will 
^^^' be found in the Matsya Purana ' the Devi Purana, the 

Hayasirsha Panchardtra and in the Brihat Samhita.^ 
The roots .of these regulations can be traced back to the 
Grthya Sutras of Gobhila and Ashwalayana. 

8. Taking the qualifications in the order enumerated 
above we find, as to colour, white approved for Brahmins * 
and red for Kshattriyas.* As regards the Vaisyas there 
is a conflict of authority. According to Gobhila^ the 
black coloured soil belongs to the Vaisya, but Ashwald- 
yana® predicates the yellow colour to that caste. Both sages 
agree in omitting all mention of the Sudra caste, but later 
writers''' have filled up the gap by allotting the yellow 



Bules as to 
colour. 



» Quoted in ^fffftuf^liPRJT^* 
pp. 69rt-697. 
• By Varaba Mihira, Adhyaya, 

53. 

«*The site of which the dust is 
white, for the Brahmin." Oobhila 
OHhya Sutra, 4,7,6. Bib. Ind., 
p. 707 cf. Ashwalayana Grihya 
Sutra, 2, 8, 5-6. Bib. Ind., p. 146. 

«*The red-dust (site) for the 
Kshattriya." GobhUa Grihya Sutra 
4, 7, 6. Bib. Ind., p. 707 cf. Ash- 
wcUayana Grihya Sutra, 2, 8, 7. 
Bib. Ind., p'. 146- 

"The black-dust (site) for the 
Vaisya." Gobhila Grihya Sutra, 
4,7,7. Bib. Ind., p. 708. 



" Yellow, of the Vaisya." 
Ashwalayana Grihya Sutra, 
2, 8, 8. Bib. Ind., p. 146. 

7^?fT TTRT inn ftlTF WW 






Matsya Purana, quoted in 

%?TrwT ftiwsuTT ftsirfNt ^W- 

Haya Sirsha Panehardtra quoted 

in ^hrftHfinfroi^, P- 697. 
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colour to the Vaisya and the black colour to the Sudra, as 
most harmonising with the position of the fourth caste in 
the Hindu system. The test of smell for soils I do not Smell, 
find mentioned in the Grihya Sutras, but certain odours 
are declared by the HayasirsJia Panchardtra^ to render 
t^ie soil propitious for all the castes generally. As regards 
the odours appropriate to particular castes, the same trea- 
tise*''' mentions those of clarified butter, blood, food and 
spirituous liquor, for the four castes respectively, which 
coincides with the directions given by Vardha Mihira,^ 

9. As regards the quality of taste, the Grihya Sutra Taste, 
of Qobhila is silent. Ashwalayana^ in the text as now 
extant and as understood by the commentators, predicates 
the sweet taste (Madhurdsvdda) to be propitious to the 
three twice-born classes. In later times, however, a taste 
was allotted to each of the four castes, in the descending 
scale, according to their respective status. Thus the Matsya 



Brihat Samhiia, Adhyaya 53, 
si. 96. Bib. Ind., p. 274. 



jrf^ II 

^^1 
ifmii 



* * * * ftsnftirf ^TfTOw I 

pp. 696, 697. 

"A smeU like ghee, blood, food 
and spiritaoiis Uquor, denotes 
ground suited to Brahmins and 
the rest in succession." Brihat 
SamhUa, Adhy. 63, 96. Bib. Ind., 
p. 274. J. R. A. S., iVT. S„ Vol. VI, 
p. 296. 

• Grihya Sutra, 2, 6, 6, 7, 8. 
Bib. Ind., p. 146. 
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SHAPE AND SMOOTHNESS. [CHAP. HI. 



Form, 



Touch, 



Purdna^ Hayasirsha Panchardtra ^ and Brihat Samhitd ' 
coincide in allotting the sweet, astringent, sour and bitter 
soils to the Brahmin, Kshattriya, Vaisya and Sndra re- 
spectively. As to form or shape, Gobhila ^ recommends 
an oblong or circular shape for the residential site without 
any distinction of caste. A long list is given in t\\e 
Hayasirsha Panchardtra^ of the shapes to be avoided, 
which closely corresponds with the list given in the 
Mdnasdra. It is to be observed that the circular shape 
recommended by Gobhila is directed to be avoided by the 
later authorities. 

I have been unable to trace any further authorities 
dealing with the qualifications of soils as felt by the touch, 
except the incidental mention of smoothness in the Brihat 
Samhita '^ as a desirable quality in this connection. 






   * * 



Quoted in ^t^fx^ftuft^n^, 
pp^696, 697. 

''Likewise, soils sweet, astrin- 
gent, sour and bitter promote the 
weal of the four castes respec- 
tively." 

Brihat Samhita, Adhy. 53, si. 97. 
Bib. Ind., p. 274. Cf. transla- 
tion in J. R. A. S., N. S,, Vol., VI, 
p. 296. 



drihya StUra, Bib. Ind., 
709-710. 



pp. 



* Quoted in ft^fCHflif^^TW, 
p. 607. 

^ fti^ ftr^ irrwT^^ ii 

"88. A level ground, sweet, of 
good odour, decked with good 
herbs, trees and plants, smooth a,nd 
not f uU of cavities, bestows happi- 
ness on those even who come to 
rest themselves on it from the fati- 
gue of travel ; how much more then 
on those who have a permanent 
home on it?" BriMt Samhita, 
53,88. J. R. A. S., iT. /ST., Vol. VI,. 
p. 294. 
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A passage in the Hayasirsha Panchardtra}- directs the ^^^ sound, 
avoiding of soil which i3 duh-svana which may be inter- 
preted to mean either " producing sound with difl&culty " 
or " producing evil sound." Ramraz, it will be observed, 
mentions another classification of soils into three de- other 

qualities. 

jjcriptions according to the possession of certain physical 
characteristics, and I have, in the notes to the same passage, 
shewn how far similar provisions can be found in the 
dacred literature of the Hindus^ (See § § 12 & 13, in/raJ) 

10. Another test for the fitness of soils mentioned in Test by iigkt- 
ancient treatises, though not included by Ramraz in his ^f ^^ ^*™^ ^^ 
summary, is thus described in the Matsya Purdna? : — 
*' A hole measuring one cubit (in depth) having been well 
plastered with mud, a saucer of unbaked earth is to be 
filled with ghee and four wicks lighted therein, for testing 
the quality of the soil. If the wicks burn brightly in the 
four directions of east, &c«, the ground is fit for the four 
castes, — Brahmin and the rest respectively* If the bright- 
ness is on all four sides then the ground is> fit for all." 
The same rule is laid down by Gargd^ and Vardha 
Mihira.^ The same two writers describe another test con- 
sisting of pladng in a pit for one night the flower appro- Or by putfing 
priate to the particular caste. If it remains fresh in the , ^^ ' 
morning the ground is fit for that caste, otherwise not.^ 

11. Many of the provisions previously mentioned may The ratioaaio 

• . . of seemingly 

at first sight appear useless and unmeaning, and they are useless tests, 

» Quoted in ^HfwftrfNrW, ^rot f^ vm^^ fn< iTOW'^T 

p. 607, HJHT I 

^ ^ ^ ^ Quoted bV Kern in J. R. A. S., 

» Quoted in f^fftHftlft^rm, N. S., Vol. VI, p. 295. 

p. 696, also in ifng^^m^ J ^^t''\^T^'''''^tl\^i f 
Baghunandana, p. 607. ^ g^ ^^ ^^ y^l^ yi^ p^ 295. 

« ^T% TT nmrt ^ fN^4- J ?^^' T*t^ ,^^f "'"U? ^' 

R. A. S., N. S., Vol. VI, p. 295. 
^rgi^ I Brihat Sanhita, Adhy. 53, »1. 95. 
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FERTILITY. 



. [chap. ra. 



Three classes 
of soil found 
by test of 
fertility. 



viewed in that light by Ramraz. It is difiSicnlt, however, 
to decide absolutely upon rules of practice embodying the 
experience of many ages, as the progress of Western 
science has revealed the truth of many things which had 
been previously set down to the credit or discredit of 
oriental prejudice or imagination. It may be that some 
sound principle underlies particular .rules which at first 
sight appear to be due to mere superstition. Thus it is 
conceivable that the fading of a flower would denote the 
heat-retaining capacity of the soil. So the burning bright 
of the lamp might be an index to the purity of the soil 
from bad exhalations and their presence indicated by its 
burning dim, as in the familiar instance of lights let down 
into old wells, &c. 

12. The test of fertility is mentioned in the Grihya Sutras 
of Gohhila and Ashwaldi/ana. A soil which is not 
(anushara) barren is recommended.' In the pastoral as 
well as the agricultural state, the fertility of the soil would 
no doubt be an attraction and advantage to the new settler. 
I believe ihese regulations to date from the pastoral times, 
recommending as they do the presence of water, the 
shade of large forest trees and the existence of particular 
species of herbs and grasses.^ In the agricultural state the 
test was subsequently modified to suit the later require- 
ments, as may be seen from the passage in the Matsya 
Py,rana^^ which directs seed of all kinds to be sowft 
on tilled ground ; if they germinate in three, five or seven 
nights, the soil is classed as habitable in descending degrees ; 
but if the seeds take more than seven nights to germinate 



* Gobhlla Grihya Sutra, IV, 7-8. 
Bib. Ind., p. 708. 
Ashwalayana, II, 7, 2. 
Bib. Ind., p. U2. 
• Gobhila Grihya Sutra, IV, 
7, 2, 3, 4, 8, 9, 10, U. 



AshwaUyana Grihya Sutra, II» 
7, 3, 4, 5, 6. 

• Quoted in ^hrfwfirfW^j 
p. 696. 
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then tbe soil is classed as bad, and ought to be avoided for 
dweUing purposes. . 

13. Rules are also laid down evidently intended to test Similar ciMsifl- 

•' cation by test 

the solidity of the soil and its consequent fitness for the of solidity, 
construction of buildings. Thus Ashwalayana^ directs a 
hole knee-deep to be dug andVe-fiUed with the same earth. 
If there is an excess, of earth, the site is good ; if the hole 
is just filled, the site is indiflferent ; but if there is a defi- 
ciency, the site is bad. At sunset the hole is to be filled 
with water. If in the morning there is water therein, 
the soil is good ; if the water be gone but the soil be 
moist, the soil is pronounced indiflferent ; but if the hole 
be dry, the soil is condemned.^ Ramraz in his treatise 
gives the first of these rules on the authority of Casyapa : — 

"Having dug a pit — a hasta in depth — in the middle of 
the ground, return the earth into it, and according to 
the space which the latter may now take up with reference 
to that which it occupied before the digging of the pit, 
whether more, less, or the same, the ground should be 
considered as good, bad or indiflferent ; the good and in- 
diflferent sorts are acceptable, but the bad should by all 
means be avoided." * 

The Matsya Purana* and Hayasirsha Panchardtra also 
give the first rule without apparently taking notice of the 
second. 

Vardha Mihira^ however, has given both rules,* the 
first almost in t|ie same words, — the second with a slight 
variation which does not touch its principle. 

" A hole measuring one cubit having been dug in the 
midst of the house-site and again entirely filled up, if 



» Grihya Sutra, II, 8, 2, 3, 4, 5. Bib. Ind., p. 146. 

Bib. Ind., pp. 145146. * Bamraz, Essay, p. 17. 

• AshwaUyana Grihya Sutra, * Quoted in ^hrPcHftuPl^rTO, 

II, 8, 4, 5. pp. 696-697. 
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A universal 
maxim of 
Belection. 



Effect of 
progress 



there is a deficiency it is bad, if equality indifferent, but 
excess is good.*' ^ 

"Or fill the pit with water. If, having walked a 
hundred paces, you find on returning the water not 
diminished, it is a lucky token ; which it is also when an 
adhaka of earth dug out weighs sixty-four palas'^ * 

14. Bamraz, as we have seen, animadverts strongly 
on the apparently artificial and capricious distinctions of 
"colour, smell, taste, form and touch" in the soil to be 
selected for a building site, and he imagines that the more 
general classification of the soil into three classes had been 
adopted to obviate the difl&culty created by the former 
more elaborate classification. Now it is one of the most 
redeeming features of the sacred literature of the Hindus 
that it contains within itself sufficient to satbfy the needs 
of every class of followers— whether their thoughts move 
in the lowest plane of superstition or the highest plane of 
rationalism. Vardha Mihira in the midst of the enu- 
meration of various tests by omens and auguries as to 
the auspiciousness of particular sites, delivers himself in 
the following strain which the most enlightened of 
modems could not demur to : — 

And that (site) too is auspicious (to the builder) whose 
heart delights therein." ^ 

16. In the most primitive times the worship of fire 
would be carried on at the domestic hearth and the 
worshipper would offer his own food to the gods before 



1 ism^ ^^ftlW, 

Brihat Samhita, Adhy. 63, si. 82. 



Brihat Samhita, Adhy. 53, si. 83. 
^ inw V^f If 15P??[ 

Bib. Ind., p» 274. Brihat Sam- 
hita, Adhy. 63» si. 05; J. B. A. S.» 
iV, S,, Vol. VI, p. 295. 
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he partook of the same himself. Under such circumstances 
the single hut raised for residence would also cover the 
hearth and the altar. With further progress, the cooking social 
would be relegated to a separate shed on grounds of con- 
venience and safety. Thus Ashwaldyana ^ directs the 
house-holder to construct his cook-house to the north and 
his assembly-house to the south of the sleeping-house. 

In later times, when image worship became prevalent, and religious, 
special rules and directions were laid down for the loca- 
tion of temples as also for the location of houses with 
reference to the former. I shall first deal with the latter 
class of rules, as they are fewer in number. In the sense 
that temples are god-houses, these rules may also govern 
the site of a temple proposed to be built. 

It is prohibited for the door of a house to face a temple 
or image of a god' on pain of destruction ; and the 
vicinity of a temple * as a dwelling-site is condemned on 
the ground that it is calculated to cause anxiety of mind. 

16. Coming now to special rules as to the site of viUage boimd- 
temples, we find a direction in Menu* to erect temples on Seafor^pu^o 
the common boundaries of villages. The primary object *®™P^®*' 
of this rule, however, is the secular one of preserving 
good evidence of the boundary as appears from the con- 
text and from the commentaries. 

The Hayasirsha Panchardtra ^ recommends that a temple 
should not be built so as to encroach upon the boundaries 

» Grihya Sutra, II, 7, 7, 9. ; Bib. hita, Adhy. 53, si. 89 ; Bib. Ind., 
Ind., p. 144. p. 273. J. R. A. S., N.8., Vol. VI, 

2 ft^rmt t^m-ftir I Matsya P' 294. ^^ ^ 

Purana, quoted in Sabdakalpad- '' fWrm^l^^WTTn[T Wm: I 

ruma, loc. * Vdstu,* p. 4259. ^T%?S^ ^Vt ^S^BT^IW^ ^m? II 

^T^fH HlHlVl^ ^$?1fT-f%% 1 Matsya Purana, quoted in Sabda- 

Brihat Samhita, Adhy. 63. si. 78 ; kalpadruma, p. 4260, loc. • Vdstu.' 

Bib. Ind., p. 271. J. R. A, S. N. S., * VIII, 248. 

Vol. VI, 292. • Quoted in the ^j-^frnffff 

^ ^3fr t^f# I Brihat Sam- ft W9, P- 696* 
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of another pre-existing temple or building, and that the 
new erection should be placed at a distance of double the 
height of the prior structures. This rule is an amplifica- 
tion of the one already noticed on the authority of the 
Matsya Purdna ^ and the Brihat Samhita which condemns 
the vicinity of a temple as unfit for a dwelling-site. 
Fitness of the According to the Devi Purdna^^ the temples of 
tained.^ ^^^^"^ the Superior gods — Vishnu, Budra, Brahmi and others — 
should be established in auspicious places, as ascertained 
by smell, taste, colour, holes, Ac; otherwise fearful con- 
sequences ensue. This, in the absence of any special 
directions for temples, must be referred back to the tests 
already detailed about dwellings in general. The point 
is expressly ruled by Vardha Mihira^ : — "The several 
sorts of soil, which have been previously mentioned, when 
treating of house-building, as suited to Brahmans and the 
rest, are likewise recommended to them in the construction 
of temples for gods." 
Surroundings 17. The Same author gives the following description of 
^^^ ® ^ the fit surroundings of temples which are thus described 
in poetic language by Varaha Mihira *: — 

"The gods use to haunt those spots which by nature or 

artifice are furnished with water and pleasure-gardens. 

"Lakes where groups of lotuses like umbrellas ward 

> off the sun's darting beams, and the waters receive access 

of brightness by the rows of white water lilies pushed 

I aside by the shoulders of swans ; where swans, ducks, 

curlews and paddybirds utter their resounding notes, 

and fishes repose in the shade of Niculas on the brinks ; 

places where rivers flow, having curlews for their tinkling 

zone, singing swans for their melodious voice, the water- 

> Ante, p. 59, notes 2 and 3. si. 9. Bib. Ind., p. 307. J. R A. 8.» 

• Quoted in ^MtiUfiftft^W, IT. 8., Vol. VI, p. 318. 

p. 096. '* Brihat Samhita, Adhy. 56, si. 

* Brihat Samhita, Adhy. 56, 38. Bib. Ind., p. 307. 
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sheet for their cover, and carps for their belt ; regions 
-where streams have blooming trees on the margin, com- 
parable to ear ornaments, confluences not nnlike to, but- 
tocks, sandy banks like to high swelling bosoms and merry 
laughter from the swans ; tracts of land in the neighbour- 
hood of woods, rivers, rocks and cataracts ; towns with 
pleasure-gardens ; it is such grounds the gods at all times 
take delight in." (J. R. A. S., Vol. VI., p. 317.) 

18. In the ninth chapter of the Mdnasdra Vdstu^ in Location of 

temples of 

the course of the description of the eight classes of villages partacuUr 

deities 

or towns, detailed instructions are given as to the location 
of shrines or temples for Vishnu^ Shiva, Chdmundd, Mahd 
Kaliy Brahmd and other deities, and the following general 
directions are given in the same work : — 

*' The temples of Vishnu, in whatever form that deity 
may be worshipped, should be erected within the village 
facing towards the east, except in the incarnation of 
Nara^Simha (the Man-Lion), whose temple should be 
built without the wall with its face turned from the 
village or town. ************ If the emblem of 
SMva {Lingo) is to be consecrated according to the 
Siddhanta Agama, it may be placed within the village ; if 
otherwise, it should remain without. In the case of 
Vishnu, too, if the idol is to be consecrated according to 
the system of Vayghdnasa, it may be admitted within ; but 
if according to the doctrines of Panchardtra it should be 
placed without the village. The shrines of Durgd, Shan- 
mucha and the objects worshipped by Jainas and Bau- 
ddhas, should be erected without the village." * 



* Ramraz^ Essay, pp. 42, 43, |l^ <.<H f H r i<C I ^^tsya Purana» 

^* ^* quoted in the Sabdakalpadruma, 

• Ramraz. Essay, pp. 45-46. p. 426I, loc. m^ 

^TWt t^lO^ ^ni I quoted in 
"^tfirertl, P' 290. 
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Site of domes- 19* As to domestic chapels, their location is directed^ 
c c pe . £^ ^j^^ north-east corner of the dwelling ; and in a later 
passage* the same author prohibits the house-holder, 
desirous of property, from sleeping above deities. This 
is an easily comprehended rule of decorum applicable to all 
classes of divine dwellings. It is in consequence of this 
rule that the room for the residence of the deity (thdhurghar) 
is so constructed that no room be situated above it. The 
same holds true of the thakur dalan or chandi mandap^ the 
hall of worship which is similarly constructed. From the 
necessity of periodically installing and removing heavy and 
large images, the latter is necessarily built on the ground- 
floor. 
IV. Purifica- 20. After the selection of the vastu or site for dwel- 
byta? pio^L ^^8» ^* w*3 *^ ancient practice to plough the land. The 
»**«• practice could not exist in the pastoral age, and it is note- 

worthy we find no mention thereof in the Grihya Sidra of 
Gobhila. Ashwalayana,^ however, directs the thousand- 
Its object and ^^^owed ploughing of the site. The primary object in 
^to wemony pl^^g^g i^ to clear and level the land. In later times, how- 
^jA»mt>an- ever, the process came to be enveloped in an elaborate ritual, 
and the whole ceremony is now styled Bhumi-panigraha 
or taking possession of the land. Vardha Mihira * alludes 
to the most salient features of the latter-day ritual, namely 
the ploughing, the sowing of seeds, the grazing of the 
resulting crop by cows and the assembly of Brahmins. 
Fuller details are given in the Hayasirsha Panchardtra!^ 
as follows. On an auspicious day, the priest ofiers on the 



^ ^TT^t ^!^TSi I Brihat Sam- « Orihya Sutra, II, 8, 9 ; Bib. 

hita ; Adhy. 63, si. 118 ; Bib. Ind., I»^-» P- 1*7. 

p. 278. J. R. A. S., N. S., Vol. * Brihat Sambita ; Adhy. 53, si. 

VI, p. 299. 98 ; Bib. Ind., p. 274 J. B. A. S., 

a Brihat Sambita ; Adhy. 63, ^' ^^ Vpl. VI. p. 296. 

si. 124 ; Bib, Ind., p. 279. J. R. * Q"0*«<i in ft^»?ft|fti^w, 

A. S., N. S., Vol. VI, p. 300. pp. 697-8. 
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outer boundary of the selected land an oblation to the evil 
spirits. Stakes are then driven into the ground and an 
invocation addressed to the evil spirits to depart from the 
place as it was about to be appropriated to the use of Hari. 
The purification of the ground is then commenced by per- 
forming several homas or fire-oblations, after which a pair 
of brown oxen are yoked to a plough made of Asan 
wood, and auspicious seed sown after ploughing* When 
the seeds have grown, the field is to be grazed over by ^^^ sowinir of 
cows on an auspicious day, again ploughed and levelled, t^^e^tL^^ 
when the house may be begun to be built. ^^®' ^y <^<>^S' 

21. The Mdnasdra Vdstv}- gives some further details Details as to 
npon the same subject :- '*^'^' 

^' A plough must be nlade of the Kkadira^ rdmba^ or 
of the wood of any other milky tree. It must be from 
one to one and-a-half hasta in length, with a tapering 
point resembling the leaf of a bamboo, furnished with a 
share of three, five, or six angulas long and two thick, 
and with a beam of three yards in length. This machine 
is to be yoked to a pair of oxen of equal size and of the 
same colour, either white, black, red, or gray. The oxen 
should be strong and such as have not exceeded the 
middle age. Oxen with horns bent down, maimed, weak, 
meagre, toothless, or lame should be rejected ; those with 
a white spot on their legs and foreheads, with eyes resem- 
bling the petals of the lotus, are to be preferred. They 
should be decorated with fillets and the like and their 
horns and hoofs with gold or silver rings. The Sthapati, 
clad in fresh garments, and adorned with garlands of 
flowers, waits the auspicious moment to present his offerings 
to the deity, and then guiding the oxen draws the first 
furrow. After this, Sudras hired for the purpose com- 
plete the ploughing of the whole ground. 

^ Bamraz's Essay, pp. 17.-18. 



(54 GRAZING CROP BY COWS. [CHAP. HI. 

Motive for 22. K&syapa ^ enters into a minnter description of the 

J^^^'^^^^'^y ploughing machinery, which it is not necessary to re- 
cows, produce ; but the following passage from the same author 
is of interest, as explaining the religious motive for allow- 
ing the crops to be grazed over by cows ^ : — 

" Having yoked the oxen a little more to the right than 
to the left of the pole or towards the right hand of the 
driver, and having recited the appropriate prayers, let 
furrows be drawn towards the east or west, the grass be- 
ing plucked out in the first instance. Let sesamum seeds, 
pulse, and kidney beans be sown, with incantations pro- 
nounced over them, and let due reverence be paid to the 
spiritual teacher,, and the oxen and the plough, to which 
they are attached, presented to him. When the crops are 
matured and the flowers in bloom, let them be grazed on 
by cattle, and let cows remain on them for one or two 
nights. The ground will become purified by the froth 
flowing from the mouths of the cows and by their ordure, 
after which you may commence building in the centre 
thereof.'* 
n As rtai ^^' ^^^ ^®^^ important step is to ascertain the cardinal 

mg cardinal points which is indispensably necessary in the construction 
of a Hindu building for the purpose of giving it. the aus- 
picious aspect and avoiding its facing any of the inter- 
mediate points which are considered inauspicious. The 
cardinal points of the compass are ascertained by a very 
simple method from the shadow of a gnomon, which is 
thus described in the M&nas&ra Vdstu ^ : — 

" On a smooth level piece of ground is erected a 
gnomon," which, " according to some, should be of sixteen 
angulas in height^ and of the same diameter at the bottom ; 
the whole should be shaped like the leaf of an opening 



*- Bamraz's Essay, p. 18. * Bamraz's Essay, p. 19. 

* Bamraz's Essay, pp. 19,20. 
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bud, tapering gradually from the. bottom to the top." 
Around this a circle is drawn with a cord of twice the 
height of the gnomon, by fixing one end of it to its base 
and carrying the other around it. Points are marked in 
the circumference where the shadow of the gnomon pro- 
jects, both in the forenoon and afternoon, that is at any 
given hour after sunrise, and at the same time before 
sunset ; and between these points a right line is drawn 
so as to join them ; the point marked by the morning 
shadow will show the east and that marked by the evening 
shadow the west. Then, from each of these two points, and 
with a radius equal to the distance between them, describe 
two more circles cutting each other, and resembling (in 
their points of intersection) the head and tail of a fish, 
between which draw a right line^ which will point to the 
south and north* Again, from the southern and northern 
points, which touch the circumference of the inner circle 
respectively, and with the same radius, describe two more 
circles, and the points of intersection on the two other 
ides, will indicate the east and west." The intermediate 
points are ascertained by similar processes, and the text- 
books also contain various directions for the purpose of 
certifying the variation in the shadow caused by the irre- 
gularity of the sun's motion in the ecliptic. ^ 

24. According to the Hayasirsha Panchardtra^^ 
when the directions have been all marked out on the spot 
with thread-marks, the spot should be further sanctified (^) Feasting 

Brahmins. 

by feasting Brahmins thereupon. Although the opera- 
tions hereinljiefore recited may be supposed to have 
cleansed the ground from its superficial impurities, the {«) Eradicating 
Hindu writers discuss the existence underground of im- impurities or 
pure and inauspicious foreign substances technically called 



» Ramraz's Essay, pp. 20, 21.  Quoted in ^t^fi^ftftftl^ l M, p. 698;. 
P, HLB 5 
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aali/as or thorns, and. the means of eradicating the same. 
It is observed in the Matsya Puroma ^ that when the 
builder of a house has extensive itching over his body 
at the commencement of the construction, it indicates the 
existence of thorns underground which ought to be re- 
moved, for the thornful (ground) is the cause and the 
thornless (ground) the remover of fear. There is a rather \ 

enigmatical passage in the Hayasirsha Pandiardtra^^ 
Omens reveal- which reads thus : — "(The architect) should indicate the 
thorns of the building from the altered state of particular 
limbs of the owner. When omens are seen, or sounds 
are heard, or the name is proclaimed, the thorns are to be 
referred to the same." The obscurities of the above are 
cleared by comparing it with the following passage in the 
Brihat Samhita of Varjiha Mihira ^ :-^ 

"When the edifice is half-built or finished, let the 
architect enter it and observe the omens, — on what spot 
the house-owner happens to stand, and what limb he is 
touching. 

"Should, on that moment, an ominous bird, being 
scorched by the sun (2.^., facing the quarter in which 
the sun is standing at that period), emit hoarse sounds, 
you may predict that on the spot (where the houseK)wner 
is stationed) there is a bone of a member corresponding 
tg the member touched. 

"And by other animals, like elephants, horses, dogs, 
shrieking in return at the time of augury, may be known 
that the specified spot contains a bone from such an animal 
and belonging to a corresponding limb of the body. 

" The sound of an ass when the measuring line is being 
extended announces that there is a bone hidden. You 

» Quoted in ^ft^fJftft^W, • Quoted in ^f^ftlft^TTO, 

p. 698. p. 698. 

« Adhyaya, 53, si. 105—108. 
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may predict that there will be another ' wounding point,' 
(as it is termed,) on seeing la dog or jackal leaping over 
the measuring line." 

25. The ceremonies which follow the cleansing and v. The Vdttn. 
purification of the ground are collectively styled the monies. 
Vastuydga. We have already seen that the word vastu 

means the site for a dwelling and also the dwelling itself. 

Vastospati is one of the names assigned to Indra in the 
Vedas and current for that purpose even in the day of the 
lexicographer Amara. One of the later conceptions, The Vedic 
however, of the Vedic religion was that of a separate Vdstospaxi, 

Vastospati or house-protector regarded as presiding over 
the foundation of a house to whom hymns are addressed 
in that connection.^ 

26. In the Gohhila Grihya Svtra ^ there are directions Di»-ection8 of 
for establishing the sacrificial fire in the middle of the site, Vdstuydga, 
and the performance of sacrificial rites with a black cow 

or white goat, and the hymn in honour of Vastospati is 
expressly directed to be used in offering the first oblation. 
The commentg-tors understand this rite to be performed 
after the construction of the house had been completed, 
but I am inclined to think that the more reasonable 
interpretation is to make it performable before. 

27. AshwaUyana, ^ whilst being silent on the above other direc- 

. , . ,1 ^• 1* • I.* i_ J. I* Li. tions of Ashwa- 

pomts, gives other directions m which we can trace lurtner i^yana. 
developments of the ceremony. According to him, when 
the land has been well ploughed, a square or oblong por- 
tion should be measured out and prepared for the sacrifice. 
This is afterwards to be sprinkled with water from 
branches of the sjxmi or udumbara tree, the priest walking 
round thrice, reciting the Santatiya hymns of the Rig 



» Rig Veda, VII, pp. 54-55. • GobhUa Grihya Sutra, IV, 7, 

Muir*s Sanskrit Texts, Vol. V, 27-41 ; Bib. Ind., pp. 716-723. 
p. 273 note.  Grihya Sutra, II, 8.—Bib. 

Ind., p. 147, et seq. 
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Veda. He is also to go round thrice with. a water-pot 
pouring a continuous jet of water, and reciting the hymns 
of the Rig Ve Ja, Apo hishtthd, &c. In the holes dug for 
the posts aquatic plants are to be placed, whereby the 
householder is promised protection from fire. These 
plants being incombustible may serve as emblems for this 
desire for protection from fire ; but seeing how difficult it 
is to account for such a result, it might be worth enquiring 
whether these plants have preservative action in protect- 
ing the timber underground against the operations of 
natural influences or the attacks of insects. At the hole 
for the central post, the additional ceremony is performed 
of putting in blades of husa grass and sprinkling it with 
water mixed with sacrificial grains. When the central 
post is placed in its hole an invocation is addressed to it, 
expressing a desire for the prosperity of the householder. 
After this a water-pot is to be placed on four stones 
covered with durvd grass, reciting particular texts and 
water poured therein to the accompaniment of a hymn 
invoking the presence of the water-god-, Varuna. Then 
the place is again sanctified by the priest walking thrice 
round reciting the Santatiya hymns and sprinkling water 
in which sacrificial grains and gold had been steeped, and 
also perambulating the premises with a water-pot giving 
a continuous jet of water. Finally the householder is 
directed to cause a cooked offering of rice to be prepared 
in the interior of the house, to offer the same with the 
Blessing by recitation of the previously-mentioned texts* to Vdstospati 
to offer the remainder of the cooked rice as a feast to the 
Brahmins and cause them to pronounce a blessing on the 
house. 
Ceremonies 28. - Whilst some portion of the ceremonies above enn- 

quentTo^con- iJ^erated are clearly intended to be performed before the 



Btruction. 



* Antet p. 67. 



LKC. ni.] * VASTUPURUSHA. 69 

erection of the house, others hy the context are shewn to 
he accompanhnents . of the erection or to follow its com- 
pletion. In modem practice the Vastuydga^ the principal Modem prac- 
of these ceremonies, is performed at the option of the Vdgtuyd^a, 
householder either before the erection or afterwards at the 
time of the formal entry into the completed structure. 

29. The Vedic conception of Vdstospati was developed Origin and 
in later days into a belief in the existence of a Vdstunara accounts of 
or Vastupurusha with nis separate genq^-logy. 

Vardha Mihira^ : — " There was, it is affirmed, some Being 
obstructing with his bulk both worlds, but on a sudden he 
was subdued by the host of gods and hurled down. Of the 
several parts of his body, each is subjected to the parti- 
cular deity by which it was attacked. It is this being of 
immoi-tal substance that by the Creator was destined to 
be the dwelling-house personified (alias House-spirit)." ^ 

Matsya Pura*fia ^ : — " Sinhikd^ the wife of Kasyapa^ 
gave birth to two sons, Rahu and Vdstu, The elder had 
his neck severed by Hari ; the younger was cast down by 
the gods." 

A fuller but partially different account is given in 
another part of the same work,* to the effect that when 
Siva destroyed the demon Andhaka, the drops of perspi- 
ration which fell from Shiva's forehead on the ground 
gave birth to an immense and terrific being who greedily 
devoured all the blood of the demons killed in battle. Still 
insatiate, he practised austerities and obtained from the 
same deity as a boon the power to devour all the universe. 
Then the gods and the ante-gods all combined to bind 
him down, and each one entered into that part of that be- 
ing's body which he attacked. Hence, being the Vdstu 

* Brihat Samhita, Adhyaya 53, ' Quoted in the Vdstuydga- 
sl. 23, Bib. Ind., p. 257. tatvam, Ba^hunandana, p. 608. 

• J.R. A. S.,iV^. <Sf., Vol. VI, p. '•Quoted in the Sahdakalpa- 
280. durma, loc. ^p^, p. 4255. 
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(dwelling) of all the gods, he is called Vdstu. Being 
thus overpowered he enquired how he should suhsist, 
whereupon the gods allotted for him the valis offered 
within the Vdstu or dwelling by the householder, as also 
the offerings made in the Vastupasamana yajna. This 
satisfied him, and from that time the Vdstu yajna has 
been ordained for the propitiation of the same. 

The daily offerings to the Vdstu spirit are mentioned 
in the Ashwalayana Grihya Sutra, ^ being a part of the 

4 

Bhuta Bali, or the offering to all beings. 
Modern Vdstu- 30. The Ceremony of Vdstuydga, as performed in these 
(a) Preliminary days, opcns with the performance of the Grahayajna ov 
pianetTand Sacrifice offered to the planets, which, according to the 
ancestors. Matsya Purdna,^ is a necessary preliminary for the effi- 
cacy of all optional (Kdmya) religious rites. Another 
preliminary rite consists in the perfornaance of the Vriddhi 
Sraddha,^ otherwise called the Ndndimukha,^ which has 
to be performed on every occasion of prosperity. 
(6)Drawingthe 31. The specific ceremouies of the Vdstuydga * begin 
°^*" *» with dividing the ground-plan of the house inta 81 squares 
by drawing ten lines from east to west and ten others 
from north to south.^ The lines are drawn with a piece 
of gold and then marked out with the assistance of strings 
smeared with different coloured powders.* In some cases 
th^ number of squares is sixty-four, when the lines are 
nine and nine* These squares are collectively called the 
Vdstumandala, The large square is supposed to corre- 
spond to the body of the Vdstunara and its component 

* Orihya Sutra, III, 1, 3 ; 1, 2, * Devi Purdna, quoted in 
4 ; Bib. Ind., pp. 155-158. ditto, p. 609. 

* Quoted in the ^TO^RW, 

Raghunandana, p. 608. "* * Brihat SamhUa, Adhyaya 

» Oolebrooke's Essays, Vol. I, 53, si. 42 — 56 ; Bib. Ind., pp. 

P-*^7. 264-267. *J. R. A. S., N. S^ 

* Matsya Purdna, quoted in VT «« 9fifi 98ft 
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squares taken to correspond to particular limbs and organs, and w^orship- 
which again (in accordance with the myth already noticed) on the squares, 
are conceived to be the seats of particular divinities, who 
are worshipped therein. 

32. In the event of inability to prepare the VdHu^ or before 
mandalay the worship of the presiding deities is recom- default of 
mended to be performed before the sacred Saligram stone 

on the authority of the Padma Purdna,^ which declares 
that the gods, Asuras and Ynkslias^ as well as the fourteen 
worlds are all present at the place where Vishnu is present 
in the form of that sacred stone. 

33. The homa^ which has to be performed next in this (c) Homa, 
connection, is the connecting link between the rituals 

of the Vedas and the Puranas.^ The Vishnu Dhxirm- 
mottara^ directs the Vdstospati mantras to be recited in 
the sacrifice for the house-god. In all stages of the 
ceremony, the oblation of milk, rice and sugar seems 
to be very much favoured. 

34. According to the Devi P«mna,*.the worship of (^i) The au^ry 
the Vdstumandala ought to be followed by the consecra- flowers. 

tion of a water-vessel in the middle of the Vdstumandala 
sacred to Brahmd, and the water from the same has to be 
poured on the ground following the lines which make up 
the smaller squares. Finally a hole one cubit square and 
four fingers deep is to be dug in the middle, properly 
plastered with cow-dung and sandal paste. The wor- 
shipper then meditates on Brahma, and pouring out the 
water from the sacred* Vessel into the excavation throws 
white flowers and watches their motion. If they float 
to the right the omen is prosperous, and the contrary is 

* Quoted in ?r^^R<f^ * Quoted in ditto, pp. 609-10 ; 
Eaghunandana, p. 609. ^ also quoted in '^t^ftHfwf^re, 

• Matsya Purdnay% quoted in pp. 706 — 708, as from the 
ditto, p. 611. Matsya Purdna. Of. nftflf^Rf, 

 Quoted in ditto, p, 611. Eaghunandana, p. 291. 
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bad. Afterwards the hole is to be filled up with sacred 
grains and with pure earth from the fields. On the con- 

(«) Presents to closion of the ceremonv the oflSciating priest is to be 
oflered a present consisting of gold, a cow and a cloth, 

(/) Ablution. The worshipper then goes thrbugh the usual ablution,' 
which is enjoined after the performance of every sacri- 
fice, — feasts Brahmins and celebrates the rejoicings with 

and rejoicing, dance and song. 

VI. Selection 36. In primitive times the first habitations of man were 
ma na. jj^^^j^ ^f planfe smd trees, and the rules in the Grihya 
Sutras seem to be originally framed for structures of that 
description. Even in later times, when earth or stone 
came into use, wood and timber would continue to be em- 
Special rules ployed. The Sliastras^ contain elaborate rules as to the 
tober^^^^ description of timber which should be used in the con- 
struction of human habitations. These prohibitions proceed 
upon two Unes. The one relates to the accident or sur- 
roundings of the tree, and may be explained on grounds 
of humanity and utility. Thus trees, on which birds have 
nested, or growing in temples, on boundary cairns, at the 
confluence of two rivers, in burning grounds, near wells, 
or by the side of tanks, are prohibited to those desirous of 
prosperity ; and so are trees burnt by fire, blown down by 
wind, broken by elephants, struck by lightning, half-dry, 
as ^ell as those which have broken down after becoming 
dried. The second rule of prohibition depends upon the 
species of the tree, and might be the result of experience 
as to the usefulness or otherwise of particular trees in the 
construction of human habitations. Thus trees, exuding 
a milky juice, or abounding in thorns, are interdicted, as 
also the Kadamba, Nim, Baherha, Lasorha and Ela by 
name. On an auspicious day the consecrator proceeds to 



* Matsya Purdna, quoted in the SahdaJcalpadurma, p. 4261. Brihat 
Samhita , Adhyaya, 53, si. 120; Bib. Ind., p. 278. 
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the forest to cut the timber. Having selected one of 
good quality, he offers oblations thereto for appeasing the 
spirits who might reside therein, and then the tree has to 
be so cut as to fall to the east or north. The presence of 
certain colours in the cut fe declared to denote the presence 
of certain fQreign substances within the wood, and to lead 
to its rejection. 

37. The analogue of the ceremony of laying the found- vii. Sii^nv^ 

. . . . sa or " laying 

ation-stone of a building exists among the Hindus, and the founda- 
is known by the name of Sild-nt/dsa or " ^dhe-planting," 
the rudiments whereof may be traced, in the ritual of the 
Grihya Sutras, to the four stones on which a water-pot is 
placed. When the dwelling consisted of a hut of wood, 
the strength of the same depended on the posts, and so the 
earlier ritual concerns itself with them. With the intro- 
duction of improved forms of architecture the stability 
of the dwelling came to be identified with the strength 
of the foundation, and so the latter became the subject of 
a religious ceremony. 

38. The substance so to be deposited in the founda- Substance to 
tion must be the same as that which is to be employed in 

the construction of the building. The Matsya Purdna^ 
enumerates two, namely, stone and brick ; and the Haya- 
sirshn Panchardtra adds a third, kunkur, I shall treat of 
the subject as in the case of a stone-building, it being 
understood that — pari passu — the same form is observed 
for other structures. 

39. In the Matsya Purdna ^ it is directed that the tiles its quality: 
should be square, smooth, and marked with various 
emblems of prosperity. The ceremony of Sild-^nydsa is 
alluded to in a text of Devi Purdna, ^ The ritual is pre- 

» Quoted in ^t^ftHfriffTOTO, P- 709. 

• Quoted in the ^alpataru and ?? dV|fdg l f<d'^ , Raghunandana, 

p. 667. 

• Quoted in ^^HpCMf^f^W, P- 708. 
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scribed in the Hayasirsha Panchardtra, ^ and includes an 
adhivdsa or preliminary purification of the tiles, their invo- 
cation representing particular spirits, with a view to the 
continued prosperity of the house, and their deposit in the 
foundations at the four corners of the proposed building. 

40. The Silpa Shdstras and the Furanas. contain nu- 
merous rules and directions for the construction of houses 
of various descriptions, but we are here concerned only 
with one of them, namely, the direction of the doors. The 
earliest rule on the subject seems to be contained in 
the Gohhila Grihya Sutra,^ where a door facing east is 
recommended to the householder desirous of glory and 
strength ; one facing north to him who is desirous of hav- 
ing sons and cattle, and one facing the south for the 
person desirous of having all his wishes gratified. In the 
same treatise, doors, facing west, or not facing the court- 
yard, or facing another's door, or allowing the householder 
to be exposed to the view of outsiders, are deprecated. 
As the possession of cattle and children is no need of the 
deities, we might expect that in treating of divine dwel- 
lings, preference would be given to doors facing east and 
south. This is actually the case in the *Mdnasdra,^ as 
will be apparent from the following passage which is also 
useful as showing the special architectural rules laid down 
for ihe construction of temples : — 

"Temples consist of the garVhagriha (the womb of 
the house), the anturala (the anti-temple), and the ard^ha" 
mantapa (the front portico). The diameter of the whole 
length of the building, including the walls, is to be 
divided into a four and-a-half or six parts ; and the 
garVltagriha to take up two, two and-a-half or three ; the 



» Quoted in ^fw^fif^rm, 

pp. 709-710 ; also in the Com- 
mentary. 



• IV, 7, 15-21. 

* Translated by Ramraz in his 
Essay, pp. 49—51. 
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anturdlay one and-a-half or two ; and the ardlia-mantapa, 
one or one and-a-half. ^ 

" Temples on a large scale have three or four snccessive Plurality of 
porticos attached to thein in the front, which are called ^ *^* 
ariVha-mantapa^ mahd-mantapa, Sthapana-mantapn^ urit~ 
tya-mantapa^ 8fc, Ard^ha-mantapas are sometimes made 
broader than the garVhagriha^ in which case the width of 
the former is either one and-a-half or twice that of the 
latter. In the event of the three compartments being of 
the same breadth, the length of the whole should be two 
and-a-half the breadth. 

' " The breadth of the garVhagriha being divided into Thickness of 
three, four, five, seven, nine, eleven, thirteen, or fifteen 
parts, let two, three, four, five, six, seven, or eight be 
allowed to the interior space, and the remainder take up 
the thickness of the walls on all sides. 

" The thickness of the wall being divided into twelve Dimension of 

doors* 

equal parts, let five or six be given to the door-frames 
or posts without, and seven or eight to the inside of the 
door. The door-frames or posts my be placed either in the 
middle or at the extremity of the point of the division 
before-mentioned. 

" The height of the pillars of the vimdna is to be Height of 
divided into ten or eight equal parts ; and nine, eight, or 
seven of them are given to that of the doorway, •the 
breadth of which is to be half its height. 

" In temples and houses of Brahmins and others, two- Construction 

of doors. 

leafed doors may be used. The doors are turned either by 
means of a perpendicular cylinder, one end of which 

I " Sometimes a portico is made generally a peristyle, and it serves 

ronnd the garb'hagriha and antu- ' as tlie innermost court around 

rdla together, the whole being which people perform their cir- 

closed by walls on all the sides cumambulations ; I say the in- 

but the front, in which are the nermost court, because there are 

doors for entrance, approached other courts around the whole 

by the front portico, which is temple." 



76 THE BENGALI TYPE OF TEMPLES. [OHAP. IH. 

rests on the ground, or by hinges. The outside of the 
door frames are ornamented with foliages, &c., and on the 
architrave .of the door, and on both sides of it, are carved 
the images of the gods and goddesses presiding over gates 
and doorways. 
The water- " Let a water-sDOut be made over the base on the back 

spout, 

wall of the garVhagriha^ on the left side of the idol, 
either towards the east or the north, according as the 
temple may face towards the south or the east The thick- 
ness of the spout should be either eight, ten, twelve, 
fourteen, or sixteen angvlas. Its length should be equal 
to the ad^histhdna^ which length being divided into three 
equal parts, one is given to the projection below (lambafio). 
The breadth of the bottom of the spout is to be divided 
into five parts, and three to be given to the breadth of 
the sloping extremity below. The whole spout being 
divided into five parts, three to be given to the cugmala 
(an ornament made in the form of a bird), one to the 
padma (lotus or cima recta\ and one to the vajina or 
fillet. On the surface of the spout a cavity is to be made 
for discharging the water, from one to five angulas broad. 
The breadth of the cavity at the end should be three-fifths 
of that at the bottom. The spout may be made to spring 
from the head of a lion, &c., and the whole so devised as 
to project like a plantain flower." 
T'VTBQnaX ^^' ^^ pointed out, by Dr. Rajendralala Mitra,^ in 
temples. Bengal, the cubical body common to all orders of Indian 

temples, " is covered over by four curvilinear sloping roofs 
in exact imitation of thatch, and the point of junction at 
the centre surmounted by a miniature representation of 
the original construction. This structure has no distinct 
cornice, its place being supplied by the arched ends of the 
projecting roofs under which ornamentations are produced 



* Antiquities of Orissa, Vol. I, p. 30. 
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with great care to represent the eijds of the framework," 
The copying in stone and brick of the earlier structures 
of more perishable materials is an established fact in the 
history of architecture in all parts of the world, and 
Dr. Mitra is right in his conception that the typical 
Bengali temple is only a reproduction in brick and mortar 
of the thatched original. I wish only to add to his 
description that what he thinks to be an ornamental re- 
duplication of the temple is more probably the blind 
reproduction of the skylight thatch which is put up in 
the better class of thatched houses. 

This, however, though the common, is not the only type other typos. 
of temple prevalent in Bengal. Forms approaching nearer 
to the dicta of the Silpa Shastra are to be occasionally 
found, and in some cases a temple of the pure Bengali N^t mandir. 
type has affixed in front of it a mandapa or not mandir ^ 
as may be seen in the temple of Kalighat near Cal- 
cutta. 

42. The consecration or pratishtha of the temple, after IX. Condu- 
its construction is completed, forms the subject of separate 
provisions, although some of them merge on the one hand 
in the Vastuydga and others in the ceremonies attending 
the consecration of the deity to whom the temple is to be 
dedicated. For secular purposes, the consecration corre- 
sponds to the ceremony of griha pravesha or " house- Consecration 
entering." If the Vdstuydga has been performed at the *" ^' ^" 
beginning of the house (griharambha), ^ it is not obligatory 
to repeat it at the time of the house-entrance {griha 
pravesha) ceremony. Variha Mihirn^ tersely describes 
the latter thus : "Amid the shouts of Brahmins the pro- 
prietor has to make his entrance into his newly-built 
house, it being strewed with great many flowers, adorned 

— " — • - - - — 

^ IT^RTOrr^^ Ragliunandana, 53, si. 125, Bib. Ind., p.* 279; 
p. 612. * J. R. A. S., N. S., Vol. VI, 

• Brihat SamhUa, Adhyaya, p. 300. 
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with archways, and decorated with water-pots filled, the 
gods being worshipped with incense, perfumes and obla- 
tions." The special rites to be observed in connection 
with the consecration of temples and the formal entrance 
of the god therein will be detailed in the subsequent 
lecture. 



i 

1 



CHAPTER IV. 

{Lectures IV and IX,) 

On the Consecration of Images. 

Images classified into (1) Established, and (2) Self-bevealed,^ ; the 
latter not necessarily of fraudulent origin, 3; Inferiority of arti- 
ficial images, 4 ; Pratishthd.—i^Q meaning and different derivations 
of the word, 5, 6; merits of consecrating images f considered sei>a- 
rately from the merits of consecrating temples, 7 ; tenets extolling 
Consecration of images, 8— 14.— Images classified according to 
Modes and Materials of construction, 15 — 20'; trorship of paint- 
ings, Oossami v. Oossami, 21 ; Images made of clapf 22 — 24 ; quality 
of clay to be used, 25 ; process of construction, 26, 27 ; the process 
in " Durga Pvja" 28 ; quality of clay required for lingams, 29 ; 
Images of wood, 30 ; directions for cutting the timber, 31 ; the 
image of Jagannath, 32; Images of atone, 33; Images of metals, — 
gold, 34 ; silver, 35 ; baser metals, 36 ; Metals for Hngatns, 37 ; mer- 
cury, 38 ; Oems for images, 39 ; for lingams, 40 ; Images encrusted 
with stones, 41. Animal products used for making images, 42; 
Images and lingams made of fragrant substances, 43;—otJlowers, 
44 ; other materials for lingams, 45 ; Special efficacy of different 
materials, 46.— Size of images, 47 ; rule for images in separate tem- 
ples, 48 ; rule for a lingam of clay or gem, 49. — Shape and figure 
of images, 50 ; rule for lingams, 51 ; Befkgt of construction in 
images and its consequences, 52 — 55 ; defects excusable in certain 
cases, 56 ; Consequences of defects in lingams, 57. — Installation : 
time and place, 58 ; persons competent to instal, 59 ; Details of^cere- 
monies — (a) Preparatory : Erection of Adhivasa Mandapa, 60 ; of 
Vedi, 61 ; of Snana Mandapa, 62 ; and of a Mandapa for stores, 63 ; 
difference of opinion as to the requisite number of Mandapas, 64 ; 
proper time for erecting them, 65 ; (6) Outside ceremonies : Image 
purified on obtaining from artist, 66 ; carried to Snana Mandap in 
procession with dance,— preliminary ablution and invocation, 67 ; 
(c) Ceremonies inside, the Sfiana Mandapa, 68; the necessity of 
Sankalpa, 69; its formula, 70; Appointing the Achdrya or 
priest, 71 ; his qualifications, 72 ; disqualifications, 73 ; the functions 
of Dvdrajdpakas, Murttidharas, and Murttipas, 74—76 ; (d) Inter- 
mediate ceremonies, 77 ; worship of the nine Orahas, 78 ; {e) The 
beginning of the Acharyds functions, 79 ; the ceremony of Ablution 
as in Brihat Samhita, 80 ; as in Bhavishya Purdna, 81 ; (/) The 
ceremony of Prana Pbatishtha, or vivifying the image, 82 ; its 
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lefi^l effect, 83 ; thS Dakor temple case^ 84 ; summary of judgment, 
' 85 ; (gr) The Utsaroa, or dedication of the temple to the idol, 86 ; 
(A) Concluding ceremonies of installation, 87.— Duties subsequent 
^ TO Consecration, — continuation of daily worship, and repurifi- 
cation in case of break in service, 88 ; in case of image being 
defiled, 89; Maintenance and preservation of pious works, 90 ; 
Worship of images enjoined as a daily duty, 91 ; T& respect due 
to images, 92.— Legal Effect of Consecration : Inseparability 
of the deity and its consecrated image, Durga ^Prosad Dnss v. 
^eo Prashad Panddh, 93. • 

1. Having finished the subject of construction of 
temples, I propose now to deal with the topic of the con- 
secration of images therein. 
S^i^ages^ 2. The sacred writings of the Hindus notice two kinds 
OT*TOif-re-^ of images, — one self-revealed and the other artificially 
veaied. created. Thus in the Padma Purana,^ Siva declares to 

Parvati : " Hear, goddess, I speak of that partial abode 
of Hari ; it is celebrated of two kinds, the established and 
the self-revealed. The image of Hari prepai*ed of stone, 
. earth, wood, metal, or the like, and established according 
to the rites laid down in the Vedas, Smritis and Tantras 
is called the established. Now hear me speak of the self- 
. revealed. Where the self-possessed Vishnu has placed 
himself on earth in stone or wood, for the benefit of man- 
kind, that is styled the self-revealed." Vishnu in the 
-• / above passage is typical of all deities. Even in our own 
days the miraculous discovery of divine images is not 
. • unknown to the faithful. For those disinclined to believe 
in such miracles, it is easy to explain that the. image might 
be teally an old one re-discovered by accident or a new 
one manipulated for a pious fraud. A common prelimi- 
nary to such finds is a vision which appears in a dream to 
one of the devout worshippers, who communicates the 
same to his relations and neighbours, whereupon a pro- 
cession is formed to the indicated spot, when lo and behold 



^ Uttara Khanda. Adhyaya, 73. Quoted in Sabdakalpadrumat 
p. 2536 loc. Piatimd, 



LEGS. IV & IX.] ARTIFICIAL IMAGES. * -81 

the image is disepvered to the delight of' the faithful and 
to the advantage of the favoured dreamer who becomes the^ 
recognised custodian of the god and the medium of his 
worship. The sceptic will, no doubt, find in this a corro- 
boration of his theory of fraud, and in many cases his 
surmise might be the correct one. It is not necessary, 
however, even for a purely rational explanation to impute 
fraud to the dreamer in every case. The causation of 
dreams is still so obscure that it is f)ossible to imagine 
a man dreaming of the existence of an image or other 
thing after having come across it, or having himself de- 
posited it in a fit of somnambulism ; or the dream may ^ 
be true like other recorded instances in the books which 
are explained either by way of accidental coincidence, or 
by some process of that transcendental psychic energy, 
the existence of 'which long known in the East is only now 
being acknowledged iu the West, and forms the most pro- 
minent scientific problem of our times. 

3. It is not nece^ary also to deny a natural origin in Seif-reveaied 
every case to one of these self-revealed deities. There islJ^^Jiiy 
no end to the ffeaks of nature, and it is quite possible for ^^ ^^^ 
wood or stone either in natural growth or by the appli- 
cation of other than human agency to assume fantastic » * 
shapes in which the devout might find some resemblance 

to their favourite divinity. * ^ . . * 

4. Coming now to the case of the artificial images Inferiority of 
(hereinafter called images) it is to be premised that the ages. 
Hindu sages have always treated this form of worship as 

an inferior one, — fit only for those who are unable to grasp 
the abstract conception of the Supreme Being. This will 
appear clearly from the following texts : — 

" I am in the fire for those who sacrifice ; in the heart 
of those who recite prayers ; in images for those of small 

P, HLB 6 
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understanding ; for those possessed of J^e knowledge I 

™,v,^w. ■_ •.•;:-.-.•■: 

" God is in the fire for those who sacrifice ; fii thePheiart- • 
of those who recite prayers ; in images for ^ose of smaB ^ 
understanding ; for those possessed of true knowledge 
Hari is everywhere."* 

" For the needs of the worshippers, forms are invented * 
of the Supreme Being (Brahma) who is CMnmaya^ withoitt 
a second, indivisible and incorporeal/'* 

Meanii^and 6. The text of the Podma Puranay cited above, ante, 
'^Fr^iMid: p- 80, speaks of the installation of artificial images accord- 
ing to the rites laid down in the Shastras. The entire 
process is known amongst the Hindus by the name of 
JDeva-pratishthd or the pratishthd of gods% The latter 
word is derived from the prefix prati and the root stha^ 
and means literally standing well or firmly* Its technical 
meaning is stated in the Maha Kapila Panchardtra^ to 
denote the special presence of an all-pervading essence, in 
an image of earth, &c., by force of special hymns. The 
Hayasirsha Panchardtra^ gives another dirivation. "The 
god Hari is the supreme soul, and his energy is called 
Sri. The goddess Sri is revealed as the prakriti and 
Keshava is the purusha ; the goddess does not remain 
without Vishnu, nor does Hari without the Lotus-bom. 
The worshipped image is declared to be Krishna, and the 
pedestal the goddess residing in a lotus ; their union in 
due form is proclaimed to be the pratishthd,^^ 



* Quoted in Sabdakalpttdruma, * Quoted in Deva Pratishthd 
p. 2538, loc. Pratimd, as from Agni Tattvam, p. 644. 

Purana. ^ Quoted by Baghava Bhatta 

* Quoted in Sahdaikalpadruma, and Raghunandana :— Z>. P. T„ p. 
p. 2538. 646. 

» Quoted in H. -B. F., p. 631. 
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<■  * V  1. *■ . 

y^\^'^ ^^hB'iBhdff^fcUa Purana ^ speaks of pratishtkd as 
the"^ megiis whereby the Universal Soul is localised and 
jaade*tQ d^ell at a particular place. 

.> 7. The religious merit to be acquired by the <^iiser ^^®J^* J^^^*^^^^^^ 
Ration of images has been already mentioned in the text ^^/^™ building 
prYama, ante, p. 44, adduced in the previous lecture in 
Connection with the merit accruing from the consecration of 
i^mples. In the ordinary case, the worshipper erects a 
temple and establishes a deity for worship therein, and 
hence there is nothing unusual in the merit of both actions 
being extolled together. Cases, however, may arise where a 
devout worshipper may consecrate a temple to an existing 
deity, or where he establishes an image without providing 
a temple for its home and habitation. Hence, we find 
some texts dealing separately with the religious merits of 
the two actions. Those relating to the erection of temples 
have been already cited. I give below some of those which 
extol the consecration of images. 

8. According to the Matsya Purana^ the consecration Texts. 
of divine images is one of the forms of Kriya Yoga, or the 
practical form Sf the Yoga philosophy, which consists of 
active devotion or the devotion by due performance of the 
every-day duties of life, as contrasted with the Guyana 
Yoga or contemplative devotion. The practice of this 
virtue is rewarded with faith and salvation. ^ 

9. To him who establishes an image of Vishnu and 
worships it the Vishnu Dharnia ^ promises the fulfilment 
of all wishes in this life and eternal beatitude in the 
mansions of Vishnu in the next* 

10. In the Vishnu Dharmottara, * which is a supple- 
ment to the preceding work, the devotee who causes to be 
prepared an image of Vishnu, is promised immunity from 

* Quoted in ff. B. F., p. 631,  Quoted in H. B. T., p. 603. 
ei^ Commentary. ^ A portion of the passage is quoted 

* Quoted in H, B. V., p. 631. in />. P. T,, p. 646, as from 

* Quoted in £r. £. r., pp. 631 632. MadhavoUasa. 
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misfortune whilst alive and transportation to the abode of 
Vishnu after death. The duration of his residence in those 
regions of bliss is defined to be one thousand yea)rs for 
each atom constituting the image which owe^its ^istence 
to him ; and the reward is multiplied according to the 
materials of which the image might be composed, in the 
same way as for temples, ^ with the exception of the ca^ 
of bricks which, though used for temples, have been ap- 
parently never used for images. 

11. Narasinha Purana : * '* He who causes to be 
constructed an image of Narasinha with the proper inr 
dgnia^ sojourns to the mansions of Yishnu freed from aU 
gins. He who, without any desired object, duly conse- 
crates an image of Narasinha is freed from corporeal 
bonds ; and he who does the same moved by desire for 
any particular object is beatified in the mansions of Nara- 
sinha, He who having caused the construction of an image 
of Jandrdana^ has the same duly consecrated, never quits 
the mansions of Vishnu." 

12. Gautamii/a Tantra ^ promises to the establisher of 
an image of Vishnu, religious merit equal to that acquired 
by visiting innumerable holy places, muttering numberless 
prayers, performing countless sacrifices, travelling in holy 
forests or reciting all life the name of Hari. 

• 13* It is declared in the Bhavishya Purana^ that he who 
consecrates the image of Vishnu is ft*eed from all his sins ; 
adorned with all ornaments accompanied by all his relations 
up to the twenty-first degree, and seated on a resplendent 
car, he is glorified in the Vtshnu-loka^ after receiving great 

honours in the mansions of Indra and the rest. 

* The reference is to the text H. B, V., pp. 603-004. The re- 
of the same work quoted in the maining sloKas are quoted in the 
third lecture, ante, p. 46. same work at pp. 632-633. 

* The whole text is quoted in ^ * Quoted in H. B, V., p. 633. 
the Devi FrcUithtkd Tattvam, p. * Ditto, p. 632. 

646. The first sloka is quoted in 
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14. The climax of hyperbole, however, is reached in 
the Hayasirsha Panchardtra and the Skanda Purana. 
The former ^ declares that, he who has established the god 
Vishnu, honoured by all the gods, has verily established 
the whole world, animate and inanimate ; that man trans- 
ports himself with ten ascending and ten descending gene- 
rations to the mansions of Vishnu ; his sins incurred in 
ten million births are burnt as by fire. 

The latter* delivers itself in the following terms: — "The 
establisher of an image of Vishnu, is exalted in the mansions 
of Vishnu, for the same number of thousands of yugns 
(ages, or periods of four or twelve years) as the number 
of days for which he preserves the image in the world. 

16, The Gautamiya Tanira^ classifies images into Classification 
two kinds, the lepya and the lekhya. The former ordinarily cording to 
denotes moulded figures and may be made to include ' 
metallic figures cast in moulds. Similarly the latter usually 
signifies pictures, but may be made to include chiselled 
figures of wood and stone. 

16. The Matsya Purana ^ divides images into four and materials 

• 1 ^•tf'v • 1* 11 of constnic- 

classes, namely : (1) paintmgs^ on canvas, walls, or tion. 
vessels ; (2) moulded, of clay ; (3) melted, of metals ; 
and (4) chiselled, of wood or stone. Another passage of 
the same work * recommends the construction of images 
of gold, silver, copper, iron, brass, bell-metal, jewels, stone, 
auspicious wood and conch-shells; whilst in a third, the 
phallic emblem . of Siva is recommended to be made of 
lewels, crystal, clay, or auspicious wood as the worshipper 

might desire. 

1 —  

» Quoted in H. B. F., p. 632. • ^j^j %j^i f^ ^^ ^f^m 

• w^i irmfwftr ^r«isftffir ^ft^fft^ , Q^^^ed in h. b. r.. 

ifPf^Jro^^rf^ ft^^%i!t1:^^ H « Quoted in H. B, F., p. 624. 

Quoted in H. B. F., p. 632. * Quoted in D, P. T., p. 644. 
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17. The Padma Purana ^ in the passage already re- 
ferred to speaks of stone, earth, wood, and the metals as the 
most common substances employed in the construction of 
images. 

' 18. The Agni Purana * speaks of images of Vishnu 
made of gold, silver, brass, stone and precious stones. 
The Devi Purana,^ after giving a long catalogue of the 
materials employed by different orders of beings (gods, 
spirits, &c.) for preparing the image of the Devi, enumer- 
ates gold, copper, clay, wood, stone and iron for images 
worshipped by ordinary mortals. 

19. A passage in the Gautamij/a Tantra ^ speaks 
of Kasmira, amongst others, as the material of which an 
image may be prepared. According to the lexicographers 
this means saffron, as well as the Ficus elastica. 
Another ciassi- 20. The Hayasirsha Pancharatra^ enumerates seven 
classes of images, namely, those made of clay, wood^ 
metals, precious stones, stones, sulphur (?) and flowers. 

21. Paintings on canvas, walls and vessels have been 
mentioned in the texts of Matsya Purana already cited. 
In the Varaha Purana • allusion is made to the worship 
of paintings (of Vishnu) on walls or canvas. There is 
no doubt that paintings of some sort on walls would come 
into existence before the acquisition of the art of paint- 
ing on canvas. In the Mahahharata'^ is described the 
worship of the image of the demoness Jara under the 
name of griha-^viy house-goddess, painted on the walls of 
every residence. The Hayasirsha Pancharatra^ pro- 
mises beatitude in the Vishnuloka for a thousand yugas 
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Ante, p. 80. 

Quoted in Sahda Kalpa 

Ih-uma, pp. 2538-2539, loc. ^fiwr 

• Quoted in S, K. Z>., pp. 2537- 
2538. loc. PratiraA. 

* Quoted in H. B. F., p. 610, 
and £>. P, T., p. 644. 



» Quoted in ff. B, V,, p. 624. 

• Quoted in Z). P. T., p. 644. 

V Sabha Parva, Jardsandhotpat- 
tyup4khyana. Adhy.. 18, sis. 2-5. 
Roy*s edition, p. 49. 

• Quoted in H. B, F., p. 624. 
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for every picture of Vishnu caused to be finely painted 
by the worshipper. In our times paintings do not seem 
to be a very common emblem of worship. Pictures of 
the gods are put up in houses and chapels for decorative 
or commemorative purposes, and a large trade in such 
pictures exists in several religious centres. In the Dewali 
time, which corresponds in Upper India with a general 
cleansing and burnishing up of premises, shop-keepers 
have pictures painted on their doors and walls, or paper 
pictures pasted thereon. The paintings on the ckdls ^ 
in Bengali images of Durgd are simply a back-ground for 
the main image of clay. Group pictures of Jagannath, 
made in Pooree of varying sizes, are carried far and wide 
by pilgrims and pdndd$. Those in miniature are often 
made into amulets and worn on the neck or arm. Those 
of larger sizes are some times mounted on frames and 
worhipped in domestic chapels. In the case of Gossamee 
Sree Greedliareejee v. Ruman Lalljee Gossame^ will be 
found an instance of an endowment of a public temple 
in which the object of worship was a picture of a high- 
priest of the Vallabhacharyas, who is looked upon as an 
incarnation of Krishna. 

22. Imaqes of clay are usually made for temporary p^y images 

. , '^ . ^ ^ -^ f or temporary 

purposes, the principal examples being the pratimds ^orahij^, 
made in Bengal for the Durgd and other Pujas and ^he 
phallic symbols of clay made by worshippers all over 
India, all which are consigned to the waters after the 
worship is over. 

23. Figures of gods like Uanesa, Hanumdna, and Garuda or decorative 
are placed on niches or brought out in relief in the plaster not for regular 
over the gateway of houses, as auspicious emblems. ^^^ ^^' 
Baked and unbaked figures of various gods are sold as 

' * Ghosha's Durgd Puja, pp. • L. R., 16 I. A., 137 ; I. L. »., 

8-9. 17 Calc, 3. 
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clay. 



Substratum 
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toys on festivals, specially in the Dewali time ; at the 
latter ceremonies they occupy the background of worship. 

24. The images intended for regular worship are to be 
made of unburnt clay. This is inferrible from the text 
of the Vishnu Dharmottara, already cited,* which ex- 
pressly excludes bricks while enumerating the rewards 
promised to those who construct images of diflPerent sub- 
stances. The positive prohibition is to be found in the 
Krityatattvdrnava,^ which says that one who worships the 
goddess Durgd in burnt clay is converted into ashes 
by the wrath of the goddess. Considering that such 
images are installed only for a temporary purpose and 
afterwards consigned to destruction, the prohibition of 
the use of burnt clay is easily explainable by a desire 
to secure the early dissolution of the image and its con- 
sequent insurance against desecration by being put to 
base uses or disrespectful treatment. 

26^ The clay is to be gathered from the banks of 
rivers or from other auspicious places ; diflPerent colors 
being recommended for the different vamas (castes), 
namely, white for the Brahmin, red for the Kshattriyay 
yellow for the Vaisya, and black for the Sudra.* Accord- 
ing to the Hayasirsha Panchardtra, * the clay should be 
kneaded after being mixed with various astringent decoc- 
tions and milky juices derived from diverse plants, as 
well with various bovine products, and then let Ke for 
a month. 

26. The Matsya Sukta Tantra prohibits ^ householder 
from constructing for worship an image purely of clay, but 
recommends an inner substratum of straw. ^ There is 



* i4w<«, pp. sa^. 

 Referred - to in Ghosha's 
Durgd Pyja, p. 7. 

" Hayasirska Panehardtra, 

q uoted in H, B, F., p. 616 ; also 



Ghosha's Durgd Puja, p. 7. 

« Quoted in ff. B. F., p. 616. 

» Quoted in Prdna-Toshini, p. 
294. Of. GhosWs Durgd Pvja, 
p. 2. 
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no doubt much to be said in favor of this process, which 
greatly facilitates the drying of the image and effects 
a considerable reduction in its weight and fragility. The 
Hayasirslia Panchardtra ^ directs a stake made of 
khadira or other sacrificial wood to be placed upon the 
bottom-plank, which in later developments does the duty 
of the Jewel-throne. The straw is to be worked round 
this stake and the clay comes in as the uppermost layer. 

27. The following account of the processes for making The process 
the images of Durga and her accompanying deities is tion, as 
taken from Babu Pratapa Chandra Ghosha's treatise,^ and Puja" .— 
mvtatis mutandis the same process is followed for the 
construction of other images similarly intended for 
temporary worship : — 

28. " On the day of Ratha Yatra, i.^., on the second Commence- 
day of the bright half of the month of Ashadha, a piece 

of bamboo-slit of the required length is properly cleaned 
and smoothed and rounded by the kumbhakara (potter), 
and then taken up to the room where the family idols are 
kept ; the family priest, after worshipping Vishnu, anoints 
it with chandan, a sandal wood paste, and invokes Durgd 
upon it. This piece of bamboo-slit remains in the 
same room till on the 8th day of the waning moon of 
Sravana, Le.^ till the Janmashtami, when the architect of 
the pratimd brings it down. The frame- work (Jcatamo) The frame- 
is then commenced. The materials are scrupulously 
collected, and every precaution is taken to preserve theii; 
purity (/.^., freedom from defilement by unbelievers). The 
materials are pieces of bamboo-slits, unpealed garan 
(Ceriops Roxburghianus, Arn) yearlings, dried ulu grass 
(Imperata Cylindrica, Beauve) and a plank from mango 
timber. The carpenter then drills holes in the plank at 
an auspicious moment, and the kumar builds the frame-^ 

* Quoted in H, B, V,, p. 616. * Durgd Puja, pp. 2—4. 
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«*'**'•• «^^j^1j qIq straw and then a dough of earth from the Hngli, 

cowdang, and hask of rice is made np, and with the earth 
thns prepared the knmar moulds up the figures. These 
are seven in number, four of which are removable, and 
the principal three which are centrical in the group, 
are attached to one another. All the figures, except one 
of the lowermost figures of the central group and the 
rightmost one, are first made headless. The heads are 
prepared by the kumar at his house. The figures. are 
then allowed to dry for about a fortnight or twenty days, 
when again an auspicious moment is fixed upon for' 
Pia«tering and covering over the idols with a plaster of finer earth, and 
it is then that the heads to those figures, which had not 
been fixed unto them, and the fingers of all the figures, are 
put on. The snake which encircles one of the centrical 
figures is at this time formed, so also the top piece or 
chal as it is called. The small nooks on both sides of the 
frame-work are next fitted up with two groups of figures 
and miniature weapons, and the head of a buffido and 
a mouse are then moulded. Indeed, before the waning fort- 
night of Asvina, the kumar finishes his work, and then 
the figures are left to dry for some days. The painter 
enters appearance generally on the third or the fourth day 
of the waning fortnight of Asvina, and paints figures 
according to the directions given in the Shastras. On the 
fourth or rather the third day of the waxing fortnight of 
Asvina, i,e,^ about three or four days before the Puja, the 
Mali^ decorates the idols with tinsel and imitation orna- 



Pftinting. 



Decoration. 



* ** Formerly the mcUis (men 
of the gardener caste) used to 
decorate the idols. But now-a- 
days the orna.mentation of the 
idols is very . expensive and 
forms a lucrative trade by it- 
self ; and those who follow it 



are called Sajwallad (ornament 
makers), or Dakwallas (dealers 
in tin).** The hair of the idols 
is made of blackened jute. (See 
p. VIII of Appendix to Ghosha's 
Durgd Puja^ note (2.)^ 
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ments. The idols are ready for worship on the evening of 
the sixth day of the waxing fortnight of Asvina. 

"On the plank of wood is raised about afoot high a Other details, 
platform of wicker-work covered with plaster of earth. 
On this platform rest all the figures, their real weight 
being supported by horizontal props attached to the strong 
frame-work of bamboo-slits and garan, which is shaded 
from the front view partly by the figures themselves and 
partly by a plaster of earth. Supported on the frame- 
; work of the back is the richly-moulded clud^ divided into 
. three semi -circular compartments with the convex side 
•projecting upwards. In each compartment are painted, 
according to the injunction of the Shastras, figures of 
various gods and goddesses, and scenes of several battle- 
fields. From the two uppermost corners of the frame-work 
project two figures of Nilakantha bird, Coraccias Indicas, 

At places where the ulu straw is not available, the 

substratum of the figures is made with the straw of paddy. 
In some families, however, the same frame-work is used 
every year; and when the plank gets rotten, a bit from 
the old plank is attached to the new." 

29. For the phallic emblem of clay, the same recom- Clay for Hn- 
mendation as to four colors is made in the Lingarchana 
Tantra} The image in this case is made of pure clay, 

from day to day. • 

30. Wooden images of gods though made as toys or ^^^^^^^ 
carved over panels and lintels are not in our days very 
commonly the objects of established worship. The Matsya 
Purano? in passages already cited directs the use of Subha 
ddru^ auspicious wood, in the preparation of images or 
lingams. In the absence of any express directions, I 
take it that the auspiciousness would depend upon the 

» Quoted in Prdna-Toshini, p. 367. '^H^T ^\fki %# I 
• Antet p. 85. 
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same rules as those previously described^ for timber in 
connection with the construction of temples* 

31. In the Bnhat Samldta^ directions are given to 
regulate the cutting of timber for the purpose of prepar- 
ing wooden images, which are similar to those given in 
the Matsya Purana in the case of cutting timber for 
dwellings whether of gods or of men, the ceremony being 
called by the same name Vana Pravesa (entering the 
forest). The selection of an auspicious day, the offering of 
valis to the presiding divinities or spirits, the selection of 
particular sorts and species of trees, and the avoidance of 
others, the desirability of the tree falling towards the 
east or north when cut down, as well as the omens indicat- 
ed by the colors at the incision are common to both 
ceremonies. 

A special rule in connection with timber being cut for 
the construction of images is thus laid down by Vardha 
Mihird^ : — *' Mark the quarters on the tree, as well as its 
upper and lower end, since a phallus or an idol ought 
to be thus placed that its sides are turned to the same 
direction." The Hayasirsha Panchardtra treats at some 
length of the ceremony of forest entrance mainly in 
connection with the acquisition of stones for the con- 
struction of images, but it is incidentally mentioned therein 
that* the rules are the same, mutatis mutandis^ for stone 
and timber, and the rules so given include those given 
above on the authority of the Matsya Purana and the 
Srihat Samkita* 

32. The temple of Jagannath in Pooree affords an in- 
stance of the worship of wooden images. The principal 
images in this shrine, namely, Jagannath, Balabhadra, and 



* Lecture III, p. 72. 

 Adhyaya, 60. ib. Ind., pp. 
323 325: Of. Adhy. 53, sis. 120, 
123. 



* Brihat SamhUa, Adh. 50, si. 
7. Bib. Ind., p. 324. Journal of 
the Royal Asiatic Society, New 
Series, Vol. VI., p 331. 
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Subbadrfi, are made of wood. In fact, the supreme divi- 
nity is styled daru hrahmay or the wooden manifestation 
par excellence of the Supreme Deity.* According to the 
legends in the Puranas, the three original images were 
fashioned by a divine artist out of a trunk that came 
miraculously floating from the sea and was stranded near 
the temple for the express purpose. In modern times the 
images are renewed every twelve years, the wood used 
being that of the Nim tree. The tradition amongst the 
faithful is that the log destined for the purpose still appears 
punctually as a sea^drift and is taken charge of by the 
priests, they being the only privileged spectators of the 
recurring miracle. 

33. Stone images are one of the most common types images of 
now prevalent in this country. In public worship, stone 
is almost the sole substance now employed for the con- 
struction of lingams. Stone images of gods and god- 
desses are also very commonly used in public as well 
as private chapels. KuUuka, in commenting on a pas- 
sage in Manu^ where mention is made of idols, ex- 
plains the word to mean idols made of atone^ &c. There 
is no doubt that in point of durability the material 
compares favourably with those which we have been 
hitherto considering in detail. The Hayasirsha Pancha- 
ratra^ dilates upon the ceremonies to be observed in Ceremonieg 
gathering the stone which has afterwards to be fashioned the stone. 
into the image or emblem of a god. The rules laid down 
possess a very close resemblance to those already describe 
for wood. The further special directions worth noting ^ 
are these : — Stones attacked with saline or acid efflores- to quality, 
cence, thrown up on the banks of rivers, situate in barren 

» Hunter's Orissa, Vol. I, pp. • SamhUa, IV, 130. 

92 93. Brahma VaivarUa Purana, * Quoted in ff, B. F., pp. 624- 
quoted in S, K, D., P 1257, loc. 628. 
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IMAGES OF GOLD AND SILVER. [cHAP. tV. 



Of motals. 



Gold. 



Silver. 



soil or in ant-hills, wanned by solar rays, or barnt by 
forest fires are to be arroided. Those which are smooth, 
of uniform colonr, nndergronnd, nntoached by solar rays, 
immersed in water are approved. Stones are also classified 
as infant, young, adalt and old,^ according to the increas- 
ing scale of their hardness. The very soft and the very 
hard are not to be nsed, but the two medium^ classes are 
recommended. The stone so selected is to be brought and 
placed in the working-shed which is to be erected to the 
north of the temple,* where again the stone is to be wor- 
shipped before being taken in hand by ffie sculptors. 

34. Metallic images^ in the usual course of . human 
progress, must belong to a stage subsequent to that in 
which images were first made of earth or stone, although 
a knowledge of the metals must afterwards have imi&ense- 
ly facilitated the fashioning powers of man over stone. 
Of the pure metals we find gold mentioned in the Ashwal- 
ayana Grihya ParisUhatha^^ and in the passages of the 
Mat9ya Purana^ Agm Purana and Devi Purana, already 
cited, ante, pp. 85 — 86. They are also alluded to in the 
Mahabharata,^ where a lady's resplendent beauty furnishes 
the groundwork for the simile, " like an image of gold." 

36. Silver is also mentioned in the same treatises 
except the last, about which I am not positive. There is 
a natural desire in wealthy endowers to utilise the -pre- 
cious metals for the images endowed by them. Their 
very value, however, has made them objects of cupidity. 
Foreign invaders like Mahmud of Ghazni made them a 
regular article of booty, and even petty thieves, now and 
then, are smitten with such devotion to such divinities as to 
desire uninterrupted communion. 

» Of. fSW^^ in Agni Purana, ' ^^' ^» ^'^' ^^^'* P- ^^• 

quoted in S. K. D., p. 25.38. * ^^^ ^r 173, 27. Roy's edn., 

* Hayasirsha Panchardlra, P» 452. 
quoted in H, B, F., pp. 604-5, 626. 
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36. The baser metals are therefore now more common- ^^^^ metals, 
ly employed to fumisli material for worship. The increas- . 

ing poverty of the country may also famish a partial 
e^l^anation for the same fact. Of these copper ^ and its 
alloys^ brass * and beUsinetal, * are the most frequently 
mentioned. Iron * also is mentioned, but not . so fre- 
quently; 

37. For the construction of feWam* various treatises other metals 

^ mentioned. 

mention the additional names of the following metals, 
namely, tin,5^ lead,* and mercury.'' Of metallic com- 
pounds, orpiment^ is mentioned, and of alloys one made 
of three metals (gold, silver, and copper), * and another 
of eight metals (gold, silver, copper, tin, lead, brass> 
iron, apd steel).^^ Salt, which chemically speaking is a 
metallic ccmipound, may as well be mentioned here. It is 
another of the substances mentioned in the Shastras^^ 
as material for the making .of lingams, 

38. It might at first sight . appear impossible to Mercury. 
construct any fixed object from such a liquid as mercury. 



^ AshuKUayana Orihya Parisi' 
shtd, IV, 3. Bib. Ind., p. 335. — 
MoUya Furana, in i>. P. T., p. 
644. 

* Devi Purana, &c., &o., in 
S. X.p., p. 2538. 

* Hayatirsha Panchardtra 
quoted in ff. B. F., p. 624. 

* Gautamiya TatUrUt in D» P, 
r., p. 644. 

* TTWWT^ ^^^1 Mi^HM 
quoted in P. T,, p. 364. 

quoted in P. T., p. 365. 

quoted in P. T., p. 305. 

• As above. 4b "^ii^^^^ 
quoted in P. T,, p. 365. 



quoted in P. T., p. 364, quoted in 

P. r., p. 366, ^rrc% wm mrnrt i 

* Gantda Pwrana, quoted in 
P. r., p. 365. 

^^^^ quoted in P. T., p. 366. 

quoted in P. T., p. 365. ^WtfT- 

Mi\ fW I <a^«l^8^«l quoted 
in P. T., p. 365. 

^9^^^ quoted in P. T, p. 364. 

quoted in P. T., p. 365. IWt'T 
^ ^^MTO, ditto, ditto. 
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GEM6 FOR IMAGES. 



[chap. IV. 



Of gems, for 
images in 
general. 



The books, however, prescribe oertain incantations assisted 
by le^igation with certain vegetable juice for solidifying 
that ordinarily liqnid substance.^ 

39. Gems or precioas stones have been collectively 
indicated under the name of ratna in some of the texts 
already cited. From the very nature of things, the 
images wholly composed of such materials must be of 
small dimensions in a general and comparative sense. 
For the same reason, there is no minimum laid down for 
gem lingdmSy although with other materials they are 
directed to be made not smaller than the thumb.' 
Crystal and coral images might reach comparatively large 
sizes, but in the case of the gems properly so-called the 
margin of size must always be very small. Pearls, sap- 
phires and crystal are mentioned amongst the materials 
for pratimas in the Orihya Parisishta of Aswaldt/ana. * ' 

40. The list as regards Ungams is very much larger, 
and includes, besides the above, the sun-stone, the moon- 
stone, the load-stone, diamond, emerald, lapis lazuli, and 
talc and seven other kinds of minerals, " bright as 
lightning and self-illuminating at night." Each of them 

different gems, jg efficacious for Special purposes. The pearl gives fortune, 
the moon-stone conquers death, the sun-stone gives power, 
the lapis lazuli deprives enemies of their power, diamonds, 
crystals, and emeralds fulfil every kind of desire, and 
so on.* 



Foi; Ungams. 



Efficacy of 



' iTr«*l*<<«n* quoted in P. 
T,t pp. 368369. 

IS^'l • quoted in P. T., p. 367. 

• IV, 3. Bib Ind., p. 335. 

 Quotations in P, T., pp. 
364-366:- 



• * * ^HWyi^ ^ ^ftl# I 
^'f^'li iiWf«I^ Win  * * I 

^T^T^W Wm toV if^^ .ft^' 
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41. Images encrusted with stones might also by stretch images en- 
of language be taken to be included within this class, gems. 
The most famous instance of such ornamentation is con- 
nected with the Koliinoor diamond which, according to 
tradition, was once so attached to the forehead of the 

' Lord of the World * at Pooree, and was stolen therefrom. 

42. The text of the Matsya Purana already quoted Of conch-fiheii 
speaks of images of conch-shell. The word in the original 

may also mean horn or the frontal bone, specially of an 
elephant. The conch-shell is a particularly sacred sub- 
stance with the Hindus. The Matsya Sukta ^ interdicts 
the worship of lingams made of sankha in the present Kali- Prohibited in 

, . Kali-yuga. 

yuga. Some horns, e.g,^ those of the rhinoceros, are held Of horns. 
in great esteem for religious purposes. Bones, however, 
are generally considered unclean, although much used in 
mystic rites and incantations. The Garuda Purana^ men- 
tions lingams of hair and bone. In this connection, I may Of hair and 
observe that lingams made of other animal products are 
also mentioned in the Shastras. As might be expected, 
the products of the sacred animal — the cow, — are in the Of other 
forefront. Milk, curds, butter, ghee^ and even the bovine ducts. 
excrement are declared in the same work * to aiBfbrd the 
raw material for lingams intended for worship. In the last 



^WW' ^wift^i^n^ # • * * f^ I 

^ ^^ ^ quoted in P. T., p. 366. 

* * * * t^ «i^^Ml<l quoted in P. T., p. 365, 

P, HLE 7 
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FRAGRAJNT SUBSTANCES AND FLOWERS. [CHAP. IV. 



Fragrant sub- 
stances for 
lingamt. 



Flowers for 
images and 



case, the excrement is directed to be caught in the air 
before it reaches the ground. The Shiva Dharma ^ and 
the Kdlottara ^ also dwell upon the efficacy of gomaya 
lingams, and in the latter work^ lingams of gorochana 
(a substance found in the head of the cow) find a place. 

43. I have already cited the passage from the Haya- 
sirsha Panchardtra which mentions images made of fra- 
grant substances (gandha). In the Garuda Purana^ 
and LaksJiana Samuchchaya^ ^ similarly, lingams made of 
gandha are enumerated amongst others. Of individual 
fragrant substances, so to be utilised, the former speaks 
of camphor, * and the latter o musk, safeon, white 
aguru and black aguru. ^ SaflEron is also mentioned in the 
Gautamiya Tantra.^ Red-sandal (rakta chandand) is 
mentioned in the Matsya Su/cta, '^ but it does not clearly 
appear whether the wood or its paste is intended to be 
denoted. Apart from these individually fragrant articles, 
the Gai^uda Purana ® furnishes a recipe for preparing the 
gandlia lingam or fragrant phallus par excellence, by an 
admixture, in certain proportions, of most of the substances 
already enumerated. 

44. This leads us by a natural transition to flowers, 
which are mentioned as one of the materials for images 
in the Hayasirsha Panchardtra. They are also mentioned 



\Quoted in P. T., p. 366. 
2 9pjt^ ^1^ ^ I quoted 
in P. r.,p. 365. 

^ 3IW €tMT^ fwt\ quoted 
in P. T., p. 364. 

^ ^!^ ^^ Jwt]\ quoted in 
. T., p?365. 
^ ^RIRl ^Jlff^Sftj — # # • * 



inii 

quoted in P. T,, p. 366. 
• Quoted in D.P. T., p. 644. 
» Quoted in P. T., p. 365. 
8 Quoted in P. T., p. 364. 
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in the Lakshana Samuchchaya. ^ The gandlui'pushpa- 
maya lingam which occurs in the Kalottara ^ may mean 
either a lingam made of fragrant flowers or one made of 
fragrant substances and flowers. 

46. Even this does not exhaust the substances detailed other Tege. 
in the books as possible materials for fashioning the * 

lingam for worship. Various texts * include boiled rice 
treacle, sugar, sugar-candy, sesamum paste, paddy husks, 
bamboo-shoot, paddy, fruits, durva grass, sand and ashes, 
within the above category. 

46. Each description of material as illustrated in the Efficacy of 
case of different gems has allotted to it a special efficacy ^^"* "^ 
mostly for the benefit of the worshipper. It would be 

useless for our present purposes to describe the whole in 
detail, but the following from Vardha Mihira * may serve 
as a sample for the rest. ''An image being of wood 
or clay, promises long life, fortune, strength and victory ; 
one of precious stone, tends to the weal of the people at 
large ; a golden one yields prosperity ; one of silver 
bestows renown ; one of copper, increase of progeny. A 
statue or phallus of stone insures a great acquirement of 
ground. (The use of copper and several other materials 
is prohibited in Kali-yuga by a passage in the Matsya 
Sukta. ^) • 

Those curious to pursue the subject are referred to the 
texts collected in the Hari Bhakti Vildsa and the Prina" 
toshini. 

47, The size of images seems to depend upon two con- sizt. 
siderations : firstly, as to their location in a domestic chapel 

or in a separate temple mostly intended for public worship ; 

• ^ iftn^Wtl quoted in * ^''^^^^ SamhUa, Adhy. LX, 

i> VF «. tmi "^' ^* ^' ^* -^* ^*> ^^^ Series, 

F. T. p.. «». ^^j ^^ p 333 

• Qaoted in P. T., p. 966. € miOif m i j\ ifRlt « « « 

• Qaoted in P. T., pp. 964-d66. &c. See P. T., p. 965, 
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and secondly, upon the materials employed for the con- 
struction. The Matsya Purana ^ lays down the limit of 
Of domestic, length for a domestic image to be from one thumb-knot 
to one span, larger sizes being allowed in detached temples. 
Raghunandana * alludes to a text which permits an in- 
crease in the size of the domestic image in case of stone, 
and non-do- ^^^ images of Vishnu, the Gautamiya Tantra lays down 
mestic images. ^liree classifications of size, the good being fifteen angulis 
high, the medium twelve, and the inferior eight angulis. 
Apparently, these limits are intended for non-domestic 
Of earthen images, but the point is not absolutely clear. Earthen im- 
image , ages, generally, have a larger standard of size allowed to 

them,* and as we have seen before they are mostly intended 
for domestic worship, although in some cases they are 
worshipped in a public hall separate from any particular 
human habitation. In connection with the clay images of 
Durga, &c., Babu Pratapa Chandra Ghosa ^remarks as 
follows : — 
asofDnrgd. "The size of the pratima varies greatly in different 
families. Some have the plank about 4^ cubits long, and 
the figures are accordingly about 4 cubits high. Such 
enormously large and unwieldy pr^tjmas are rare. In the 
Shastras^ however, there is no direction given as to the 
size of the pratimd, except when it is made of precious 
metals or crystals, though it is expressly stated that the 
pratimd should be so made as to excite veneration and 
love. Miniature pratimds may be here and there seen, 

12% t ^ftKm ^Tiirr Tif^wT im^ p. 644. 

'T^ II  Quoted in ff. £. E, p, 610. 

Quoted in ff, B. F., p. 604 ; also ^ ^^}^ vp^fKX^ ^ quoted in 

quoted in D. P.^T., p,^(544, with ff, jg. v., pp. 616-623. 
the comm^^nt ^^^^ ^^ ?J^t s j)i,rga Puja, Appendix, p. i. 
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hut they are not general. The usual size of the pratima 
is with plank about 3^ cubits long and 1^ cubits broad; 
these dimensions are observed every year in the construc- 
tion of the same." I wish, however, to add that the A limit. 
Matsya Suhta ^ does contain a rule about the size of pra- 
timas of Durga, namely, that a householder should not 
prepare an image of three cubits and-a-half, but one of 
three cubits or less. 

48. The rule about the size of images installed in sep- Rules for 

^ *^ •^ images for 

arate temples is thuslaid down in the Matsya Purana :^ temples. 
" Images for temples should be made from one to sixteen 
(cubits) in height. According to his wealth the worshipper 
should make it medium, large or small (in size)." A 
rather different rule is given by Vardha Mihira : ^ " A 
statue one cubit high is beneficial ; one that measures two 
cubits in altitude brings wealth ; an image of three cubits 
promotes peace ; and one of four, abundance." 

49. The size of a clay phallus ought, according to the Clay Ungams, 
Vishioasdra Tantra, * to correspond to the thumb-joint 

of the worshipper. This is rather inconsistent with the 

Tantric text already quoted, ^ which makes the size of the 

thumb the minimum for such purposes. The same text 

makes an exception in favour of gem lingams which may Gem ivigam, 

be smaller still. In the case of stone, the size may -vHry 



. » Quoted in P. T., pp. 294-295. 

^^^I e^jmr^ ft^^i^ ^^r- 

• Quoted in H. B. F., p. 604. • 
, . * Brihat Samhitaj Adhy. 58, 
81.49. Bib. Ind., p. 321. 

Dr. Kern in J. B. A. S., N. 8,, 
Vol. YI, p. 328, is mistaken in sup- 
posing this and succeeding rules to 



be confined to the image of the 
Sun treated of in the preceding 
sloka. 

^TW MJ4<M^ WTT f%* W^' 

p. T., p. 367. 
• Ante, p. 19. 
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SHAPt! AKD FIOUHE. 



[chap. IV. 



Shape and 
figure. 



Fonn of tin- 
gams. 



Defects : 



from that of the thumb to the most gigantic proportions, 
and the larger the better, for the merit increases with 
the size. ^ 

60. The shape and figure of images forms the subject 
of minute regulations in the literature of Hindu art and 
religion. Very fuU descriptions are given not only of the 
shape and colour which the image of a particular deity 
should assume, but also of its surroundings, like arms, 
ornaments, dress, vehicles, attendants and the like. The 
proportions of size are also fully prescribed. Those de- 
sirous of pursuing the subject may find the authorities 
collected in the Hari Bhakti Vilasa and its commentary. 
The 58th chapter of the Brihat Samhita ^ is also a good 
compendium on the subject. 

61. The rules for the construction of the lingam are 
less numerous. Brihat Samhita : * " (For the construction 
of an emblem of Siva), set out in the length the (measure 
of the) circumference of the round part, and divide the 
whole phallus into three portions, of which the part at 
the bottom must be quadrangular, that in the midst octan- 
gular, and the rest round. 

" Sink the quadrangular portion into a pit in the earth, 
and put the middle member into the cavity of the pedestal. 
The pedestal is visible upwards to its cavity, in all direc- 
tions, over an extent equal to its height." 

62. The greatest care has to be taken in the manufac^ 
ture of the images intended for worship. Whilst on the 



p. r., p. 367. 



• Bib. Ind., pp. 312—322. 
J. R. A. S., N. <sr., Vol. VI, pp. 
322-330. 

« Adhy. 68, sis. 53-54. Bib. Ihd., 
pp. 321-322. J. R. A. S., N. S.^ 
Vol. VI, p. 329. Of. texts quoted in 
P. T., p. 367. 



JLBCS. IV & IX.] DEFECTS IN IMAGES. 



103 



one band, according to one authority, ^ an image possess- 
ing the required characteristics bestows prosperity by its 
very presence, and, according to another, ^ the author of 
an image of Vishnu, possessing the proper characteristics, 
is beatified for sixty thousand years, dire consequences are t^®ir conse- 
to be apprehended from the existence of any flaw or defect 
in the image intended for dedication. Purdnoddhdra : * 
" (The Gods) do not accept (the offerings of) food of the 
man who worships a divine image defective in character- 
istics ; therefore it should be avoided." 

53. According to the Oautamiya Tantra, * when a Defect of pro- 

• , portion. 

man through ignorance or folly sets up an image wanting 
in due proportions, he acquires no religious merit by its 
worship. Wherever stands such an image, there is op- 
pression by the King, and the householder is doomed to 
hell. 

64. Vardha Mihira : ^ An image tvith excessive limbs Defect in 

. . . physique. 

bodes peril from the monarch ; one with undersized limbs, 
infirmity to the maker ; one with a thin belly, danger 
of famine ; one that is lean, loss of wealth. When it 
shews a wound, you may predict the maker's death 
by the sword. By being bent to the left, it destroys his 
wife ; by being bent to the right, his own life. It causes 
blindness by having its eyes turned upwards, and care, 
by the eyes being downcast. 



* Yaraha Mihira, Brihat Sam- 
hUa, Adhy. 58, si. 29. J. B. A. S., 
Vol. VI, New Series, p. 326. 

• Agni Purana^ quoted in 
S. JT. 2)., loc. PratimA, p. 2538. 
Cf. text of Narasinha Purana 

lOitil H^nft^Tft quoted, ante, 
p. 84 ; also Matsya Purana, quoted 
in H. B. F.,p. 624. ff^nit^tl^l Jf\ 






• ^ 



I 

H. B, F., p. 624. 

 Quoted in H. B, F., p. 610. 

* Brihat Samhita, Adhy. 58, sis. 
49-52 ; J. B. A. S., Vol. VI. New 
Series, p. 328. Also quoted in 
H. B'. F., p. 624. 
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The same. 55, Xhe Same ideas are more fully developed in the 

Matsya Purana : — ^ 

" The image of the God should never be made deficient 
or having an excess of limbs. An image with a hideous 
face causes the death of the owner. A corpulent image 
destroys the artist, and an emaciated one destroys wealth. 
One thin in the middle causes famine, and one without 
flesh causes loss of wealth. One with a crooked nose 
causes sorrow, and one with a compact body causes fear. 
A flat-nosed one causes trouble and affliction, and one 
with no eyes destroys the eyes. One with a defective 
face and one with sparing hands and feet cause grief. 
One deficient in limbs and one with short thighs cause 
errors and madness in men. One with a wry face or one 
without a waist destroys the King. If the image be 
without hands or feet, then a great plague is caused ; 
and one without knees or thighs causes the good of the 
enemy. One without breast destroys children and 
friends." 

Defects where 56. An exception is made in the Gautamii/a Tantra * 
excusa e. j^ favour of an image placed upon the top of a mountain, 

on the bank of a river, at the junction of four roads, 

in a grazing ground, on the sea-shore, or within a forest. 

A Refect of proportion in such a case is not attended 

with evil consequences. 

Defects in ^ 57. . As might be expected, similar consequences are 

threatened against the raising of lingams defective in 

proportion, &c. The negative loss is declared in the 

Vishvasara Tantra^ to the effect that the worship of such 

1 Quoted in ^.5. F., pp.623- ^^ip^tsT^ m iTW^W ^ 

624. "^[Tr^t H 

j«4.t;^ »^V^^ -«* Quoted in ^B.F., p. 610. 

5r1bH^^^ I Quoted in P. T., p. 387. ; 



lingams. 
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emblems is entirely infructuous* The positive dangers Jare 
tbus pourtrayed by Vardha Mihira :^ ^ 

" A phallns being excessively lean and long,: dastrbys 
the country; one which has lost its side, itends io lihe 
ruin of the town; one damaged at the top is perni- 



cious. 



5) 



■• ." (• 



• V  *• 

: . r 



58. The image or emblem being thus prepared accord- installation of 
ing to rule, the next step to be undertaken is its installa- ^^ in^ages. 
tion. Confining ourselves for the present to, the fixed 
images, that is those intended to be permanent fixtures 
at the place of installation, we find the directions as to 
time and place to be much the same as thpse already Time and 
mentioned for the construction or consecration of temple^. 

69. As to the parties competent to celebrate the instat- Who can 

r Q . ' ' instal? 

lation, the Devi Purana^ directs that the gods Bhoijl^ 

be installed with reference ta the varncvs and a^ram^^, 

that is to say, with due regard to the caste or Qrder 

of the worshipper. Certain divinities are supposed to be 

particularly attached to individual castes. Thus, accOl^d- 

ing to one text, ^ Samhhu is the god of the Brahmins, Gods of the 

Madhava of the Kshattriyas, Brahma of the Vaisyas, and fo^secte...^ 

Ganesha of the Sudras. In practice, however, these di^ 

tinctions are not much prevalent, and it is left to indivi- 

dual faith to instal any particular deity. Broadly speakkig, 

at the present day, Vishnu^ Siva and SaJcti, under various Q^^g ^q^. 

names or shapes, divide the homage of the world of ^^^pp®^ ^^ ^^^' 

Hindu faith. The Devi Parana * licenses all the four 



* BHkat Samhita, Adhy. 58, 
si. 55 ; Bib. Ind., p. 322 ; J. B. A. 
S., N. S;, Vol. VXm p. 329. , 

Quoted in ff. B, F., p. 635. 



Manu quoted in Wilson'^s WorfS, 
Vol. I, p. 2. 

Quoted in H, B. T., p. 635. " " 
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castes to worship Vishnu. Similarly, the Lingdrchana 
TarUra ^ enjoins the worship of the emblem of Siva upon 
all the four castes, threatening extreme penalties for 
non-compliance. 

PirelimiiiAry t 60. The preliminary purification of the image is termed 

Adhivata-maK*<idIuv6saj and a separate structure styled the adhivasa" 

'^^* mandapa has to be erected. Vardha Mi/ura ^ prescribes 

its location to the north or east of the temple or house in 

which the deity is finally to repose ; the mandapa or 

shed is to be provided with four archways, covered with 

sprouts from auspicious trees, and adorned with wreaths 

and streamers of various colours. The Matsya Purana^ 

contains the same directions as to location as given above, 

but the Bhavishya Purana^ * the Hayasirsha Pancha- 

ratra ^ and the Pratishtthd Mayukha enjoin the erection 

to be placed in front of the temple. There is really 

very little conflict between the two precepts, it being 

remembered that usually a temple faces north or east, 

and that the same rule is applicable to ordinary houses. 

Trees used for ^^ ^ the archways, the authorities above cited (with the 

the wrohways, ^jQ^p^Qu^ Qf ^q first) recommeud branches of the plaksha 

(Ficus infectoria) for the east, the udumbara (Ficus glome- 
rata) for the south, the ashwattha (^Ficus religiosa) for the 
west, and the vata {Ficus indica) for the north. These 



in(Win^ H\5l«li(ii ^I^P^WFOTT- Quoted in ff. B. F., p. 638. 

Quoted in P. T., p. 371. 'f^RiflW I 

• Br^at SamhUa, Adhy. 60. Quoted in ff. B. F., p. 638. 

sis. 1-3; Bib. Ind., pp. 325-326; - ^ . 

J. R. A. s.. N. s.. Vol. VI., pp. ^ ^n^nwnwft w i (^rwiwv) 

332-333. Quoted in H. B. F., p. 638. 






LfiCT. IV & IX.] THE SNANA-MANDAI'A. 



107 



provisions seem to be related to those in Vastu Vidya^ * 
which pronounce these trees to be of evil omen if situated 
to certain directions of the residence, and of good omen 
if to the contrary. The reason for the selection of these 
trees can be traced back to the Grihya Sutras :— 

Gohhila : ^ " The ashwattka is presided over by Aditya, 
the plakshahj Ynin^, the nyagrodha is (sacred) to Varuna, 
and the udumhara to Prajapati." 

The mandapa is to be covered in all directions with ^<^''**^°"** 
green boughs, * and ornamented with flower wreaths, * 
streamers, looking-glasses, bells, chownes^ &c., and an 
awning spread under the roof. Sand from the Ganges 
river is to be strewn, and the panchagavya sprinkled on 
the outside. ^ 

61. A vedi or altar is to be erected in the middle of ^"^** 
the mandapa^ and four kundas excavated in the direction 

of the four cardinal points of the compass from the vedu ^ 

62. North of the adhivasa-mdndapa is to be erected ^Mul^'pa. 
the snana-'mandapa or hall of ablution, square in shape 

and provided with four doors, and provided with means 



^ See Brihat Samhita, Adhy. 
53, si. 85 ; Bib. Ind., p. 272 ; J. B. 
A.8., N. S., VoL VI., pp. 293-294 ; 
also the text :— 

vpimm 'T*: ^ w?f w^ ^- 

Qaoted in Commentary to GobhUa 
Sutra; Bib. Ind., p. 716; Gohhila 
Grihya Sutra, IV, 7, 22 ; Bib. Ind., 
p. 713. 

» Grihya Sutra, IV, 7, 24; Bib. 
Ind., p. 713. 



^•i-nn« I ^in?^ ?f|^CT^ quoted 
inff.B. F.,p. 638. 

*Says Vardha Mihira: "For 
the east side of the shed areP pre- 
scribed variegated wreaths and 
streamers ; for the south-east side 
red ones ; for the south and south- 
west black ones. They must be 
white in the west, pale-yellow in 
the north-west, variegated in the 
north side, and yellow in the north- 
east."— 5H*o< Samhita, Adh. 60, 
sis. 2-3; J. B. A. S., Vol. YI, N&w 
Series, pp. 332-333. 

• H. jB. v., p. 639. 



.108 



A CONFLICT OP AUTHORITIES. [cHAP. IV. 



Store man- 
dapa. 



Conflict of 
authorities . 
as to number 
of majidapas. 



Its probable 
cause. 



Time for erect- 
ing mandapasp 



for the egress of water. ^ The dimensions of the latter 
structure are to be half, one-third or one-fourth of the 
former. A platform of bricks is to be erected therein, ox 
the entire floor may be sprinkled with sand. . 

63. A third mandapa has to be erected for the storage 
of the numerous articles required for the performance of 
these ceremonies. 

64. Varaha M'lhira ^ in the text already quoted seenis 
to contemplate the erection of only one mandapa, namely, 
that for the adhivdsa, but the other authorities, as w^ have 
seen, prescribe three. The omission in Varaha Mihira 
might be due to the concise nature of his compilation, or 
to a stage iii the development of the ritual when one 
erection did duty for all three. In the Ashxoalayana Grihj/a 
Parisishta ^ only the first two ari9 mentioned,— the first 
simply as the mandapa, and the second as the devdsndna^ 
mandapa, -Further, by express mention, the former 
accovnmodates the ingredients for the homa^ and the- latter 
the ingredients for the ablution. It seems to me that 
there must have been three successive stages in the evolu- 
tion of the ritual marked by the gradual iaddition to the 
number of- the mandapas, 

65." As to the time for the construction of these manda- 
pas, the Ashicaldyana Grihya Parisishta * contemplates 
their erection on the very day of the ceremony of mstal- 
iation of the image. With greatier elaboration of the 
ritual, this came to be too short a time for all the necessary 
preparations, and so we find- the Pratishthd Mayukha ^ 
declaring that these might be erected seven^ five, or two 
days, or immediately before: the commencement of the 
installation ceremony. 



1 H,B, F.,p.640. 



 Bib. Ind., pp. 336-337. 
* Bib. Ind., p. 336. 
» Leaf 1, p. 2. 
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66. The image up to this time has remained in the Outside cew- 

- monies ; pviri- 

hands of the artist, who generally belongs to a low scale Hcationon 
in the Hindu gradation of castes. The rise of ideas as to artist. 
tlie sanctity of all forms of life led to the conception of a 
necessity for some purification for the certain, probable or 
even possible, killing of life which might have attended 
the operations for the construction of the image from 
their beginning to termination. ' \ 

67. In the Grihya Parisishta ^ the image is simply Procession to 
directed to be brought (apparently from the artist's place) 

to the hall of ablution, care being taken that during the 
progress the temple remains to the right of the carrier,  
The Bliavishya Purana^ contains only a direction for the 
formation of a procession of priests, &c., whilst conveying 
the image from its place of manufacture to the hall of 
ablution. The Hayasirsha Panchardtra * contains the 
latest development of the ritual ; namely, the formation 
of a procession with dance and music, and a preliminary 
ceremonial ablution of the image with twenty jars of  - 

water, either in the artist's place before starting the pro- 
cession or at its close outside the precincts of the hall of 
ablution. The following invocation * is addressed to the 

* Bib. ind.. p. 337. ^t^^ f^f^raf ?rt ftl: ^m- 

* Quoted in H, B, F., pp ^'^^ Q 

6^-^S. ' Quoted inn, B. F., p. 644 ; also. 

^ ficft'T'CT^f TrtV irwr ^- compare quotation at p. 645. 

^H[; II Quoted in ff, B, F., p. 645 ; also 

^WTPrfV I the next ablutipri, 
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THE 8AKKALPA. 



[chap. IV. 



PkvUmiiiary 
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its efficacy ; 



its formula. 



image at the end of this preliminary ablation, prior to its 
entry into the hall of ablation : — 

" Qaeen of the gods, wroaght by Visvakarmd^ hail to 
thee I Salatations to thee, the preserver of thy own-created 
coantless worlds I In thee we worship the god Ndrdyana, 
who is free from disease I Mayst thoa, being cared of all 
the faalts of the artist, ever remain in perfect (or prosper- 
oas) condition." 

The artist is rewarded with saitable presents when the 
image is removed from his custody. ^ 

68. The first step in the ceremonies inside the snana* 
mandapa is thas concisely described by Var&ha MiMra * : — 
" After smearing (with cow-duag) a plot of gronnd within 
the shed, and strewing it with sand, and then with sacri- 
ficial grass, lay the head of the image on a throne and the 
feet on a pillow." 

In the Grihya Parisishta^ of Ashwaldyana, it is 
directed that after the image has been placed in a reclining 
position on a bed spread over the altar, the worshipper 
shoald bathe, perform the prdnayama and the three-fold 
ny&sa^ as a prelade to making the sankalpa or solemn vow 
to perform a religions rite. 

69. This solemn resolation is a necessary preliminary 
to the performance of every religions ceremony. Accord- 
ing to the Bhavishya Purana^ * " whatever men perform 
withoat a sanhalpa^ the meritorioas effect of the act is 
diminished, and a moiety of it is destroyed altogether." 

70. The formala for the sankalpa on the occasion of a 
pratishthd or installation of an image is thas given in the 



» H,.B. F., p, 645. 

* Brihat SamhUa, Adh. 60, 
si. 7. Of. J. R. A. S., iir. S., Vol. 
VI, p. 333. Dr. Kern's rendering, 

lay the head, pillow, and feet 
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of the statue on a throne" is a 
mistranslation. 

• IV, 4 Bib. Ind., p. 337. 

^ Ghosha's Durgi Puja, 
p. xxiii. 
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Pratishthd Mayukha : ^ " On this day (here follow full 
chronological details), I (so and so), being desirous of 
obtaining (as the case might be) longevity, prosperity, all 
progeny, eternal bliss or the love of God, for causing the 
presence of the divine emanation in this image or lingam^ 
shall perform the pratishtM of the image or lingam of 
such and such divinity." 

71. After performing the sankalpa^ the worshipper Appointment 

of pncst;. 

should, according to the Grihya Parisishta ^ request the 
door-incanters, sacrificial priest and the Achdrya to begin 
their respective functions. 

72. The qualifications of the Achdrya or superior priest His qnaiiflea- 
are laid down with minuteness in the Devi Purana^ the 

Matsya Purana^ and the Hayasirsha Panchardtra. * 
As might be expected great stress is laid upon his possess- 
ing full knowledge of sacred literatiwe, specially of the 
Panchardtra and the Vdstuvidyd; and also upon his 
being a devout and devoted worshipper of the divinity ] 
whose image is to be installed. He may be either a house- \ 
holder or religious student, of good character, engaging 
countenance, young in years and born in a country where 
the black-deer roams in a state of nature. * A Brahmin 
can officiate as Aclidrya for all the four castes ; a Kshat- 
triya, for Vaisyas and Sudras ; a Vaisya for Sudras, but 
a Sudra for none. ^ 

73. The disqualifications* laid down for Achdryas^^^'^'^ 
are very much akin to those prescribed by Manu ^ for 
Brahmins to be invited at funeral feasts. 



^ Leaf 1, p. 2. • HayaMrsha Pdnehardtra» 

• Aswalayana, IV, 4 ; Bib. quoted in ff, B. F., p. 635 j also 
Ind., p. 337. in ^- -P- ^^ P* ^*5. 

« Quoted in H. B. F., pp. * ^f ^- ^m PP. 635-636. 

635-636. f Adh. Ill, sis. 150-166. ' 

* Of. Manu, 11, 23. 
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Image- 
keepers. 



Jdpakat. 74. In the religious literature of the Hindus, Japa 

means the inaudible muttering of prayers for incantations 
addressed to any deity. The Dvdra-jdpakas mentioned 
in the Grihya Parisishta ^ denote priests who mutter 
prayers at the door of the structure where the image may 
be placed" for the time. In the Hayasirsha Pancharatra ^ 
provision is made for the appointment of five Japakas^ 
. four for the doors, evidently of the Mandapa^ and one for 
the Garbha, or inner chapel, where the image is finally to 
be installed. 

Image-bearer. 75. In the Same passage there is mention of the ap- 
pointment of a Murtti'dhara or image-bearer. 

76. The Matsya Purana ^ speaks of the appointment 
of 32, 16 or 8 Murttipas or image*keepers, possessed of 
the same qualifications as the Achdrya in the Pratishtha 
Mayukhay * eight or four Dwarapdlas or gate-keepers 
are recommended to be appointed. 

77. Between the sankalpa and the appointment of the 
priests, &c., which follow each other in the Grihya 
Parisishta^ the Pratishtha Mayukha ^ interpose the 
ceremonies of (1} the worship of Ganapati, (2) Puny aha 
Vdchana, (3) the worship of the Mdtrikds, and (JL) the 
Vriddhi Srddha, The Hayasirsha Pancharatra has direc- 
tiohs to the same effect except that the worship of the 
presiding deities of the tithi and nakshattra is added in 
the beginning, and that the Punydha Vdchana is postponed 
till after the appointment of the priests. 

78. According to Raghunandana, the Navagraha-puja, 
or the worship of the nine planets, should be performed at 
the very beginning on the^ authority of the text of Matsya 



Intermediate 
ceremonies. 



Worship of 
the nine 
planets. 



* Ante^ p. 33. 

Quoted in H. B. F., p. 6^. 
» Quoted in JET. JB. F., p. 635. 



 Leaf 2, pagel. . 

* Fratiahthd Mayukha, leaf 1, 
p. 2 ; leaf 2, page 1. 
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Purana^^ which declares that this should be done at the 
outset as a necessary preliminary to the fruitfulness of all 
K&mya works. 

79. The Achdrya so appointed, is directed in the Grihya Beginninir of 

priest's func* 

Sutra Parisishta to proceed to the Yaga-ihumi (thetions 
place for the sacrifice), the Prdsdda (temple) and the 
Snanshdla (ablution-hall), and sprinkle the same with 
water from the- tips of kusa grass pronouncing the text 
Apohishtd^ &c., and also to strew white mustard seed about. 
This is followed by the ablution ceremonies of the image« 

80. According to the Hayashgha Panchardtra^ ^ the Ablution c«ri- 

monies : as in 

image should first be washed with cow-dung, cow-dung irayemV,^! 
ashes and earth from an an&-hill, in order to remove the 
impurity created by the touch of the artist. 

Vardfia Mihira in his Brihat Samhita in the chapter on, 
setting up seven statues, after directing the erection of the 
mandapasy and the adornment of its archways with green 
bows and streamers as mentioned above {ante, p. 106), and 
after direfcting jthe image to be placed in a reclining posi- 
tion in the Sninasha/d (as quoted in § 68^ p. 110) proceeds 
further to direct that : — 

*' Let the image, with the head to the east, be bathed as in Brthaf 
with an ' infusion of wavy-leaved fig, Pipal, glomerous fig, 
Siris and banyan, mixed with all sorts of auspiciously named 
plants, with sacrificial and other grass, with clay dug up by 
elephants and bulls from mountains, ant-hills, confluences, 
river-banks, and lotus-grown lakes joined to water from 
holy bathing places and the fine products of cows, the 
whole combined with scents and water containing gold 
and jewels. Let the bathing be performed amid the 

imwinv wm ini< ifH wnc^ i />. k r., p. 6*5. 

* Quoted in 8. K. JD., loc. PratUhthd^ p. 2543. 



t-. 






nTiSo«tioD 
•ud bomft ti 
foUow. 



114 VrVlFICATlON OF THE IMAGE. [CBAF. Vf. 

munds ef various musical instniments, solemn shouts, and 
the recital of the holy texts. 

"Eminent Brahmins have to mutter prayers addregsed 
to Indra in the east ; prayers to Agni in the south-east ; 
for doing which they ought to be honourably rewarded." 

" Let the special priest make an ofiFering also to fire, with 
prayers addressed to the god whose idol is being conse- 
crated." ' 
. 81. The same ceremony of bathing is thna described in 
the Bluivishya Purina : — ' The god should be first bath- 
ed with the five descriptions of water, the five amritas, 
with th« five products of the cow, with the five earths, 
with sesamnm oil, other oaguents- iind astringents, with the 
infusion of the five flowers or the three leaves. Details 
are then given of the technical meaning of most of the 
above, which need not detain us here, and the passage con- 
cludes thus : — " Then the Pr6na Prathluhd aud the koma 
should be perfonned according to rule, and the priest's fee 
duly paid for the completion of the ceremony." 

82. It will be observed that Vardha Mthira is silent 
on the ceremony of the Prana Pratisluhd or vivification 
which, according to the BhavUhya Purdna, comes in 
between the bathing of the image and the performance 
of the hama. According to the Tantrat, the incantation 
consists of certain mystic syllables followed by an invoca- 
tion, asking for the vivification of particular organs of the 
image with the vital energies of the divinity whom the 
image represents, and the continuance of such energies 
for all time, f According to the Vasishtha Samhita * the 
incantation is to be performed by the worshipper touching 

' 3. R. A. 8., Tol. TI, jr. 3., • Saradd Kramadipikd {Ulali), 

p. '333, als. 8, 9, 10, 11 and S. K. D., loo. PralUHthd, pp. 25*2- 

12. 2543. 

• a. K. D,, loc, Pratiththd, * Saradd Kramadipiid (lHat:), 

pp. 2H4r2S15. S. K. IX, loQ. Pratiththd. p. SSU. 



LEGS. IV & IX.JSETTING UP AND SUBSEQUEOT CEREMONIES. 115 



1 



the heart of the image, the heart being supposed to be 
the essential seat of life. The Kdlikd Purdna^ ^ however, 
requires the cheeks of the image to be touched biefore 
touching the heart. 

To return to Vardha Mihira. ^ we find him direotinff Setting up the 

' o image, 

that " when the image has been bathed, clad in a new 
garment, smartly adorned and honored with flowers and 
perfumes, let the person, whose function it is to set it up, 
put it on a nicely-spread bed. 

"After the sleeping image has been consecrated with 
wakes, dancing, and song, they have to proceed to its 
setting up, at a period indicated by the astrologers. 

" Let the image, worshipped with flowers and unguents, 
amid the sounds of horns and musical instruments, be led, 
with all precaution, round the shrine, in such a manner 
that the latter is always kept in the right side. 

" Thereupon, make a copious oblation to treat Brahmins 
and fashionable people ; and, after a piece of gold has been 
deposited in the cavity of a seat, let the image be placed 
upon the base. 

" By* particularly honouring the setter-up, astrologer, 
Brahmins, fashionable people, and carpenter, one shall 
inherit good things in this world, and heaven in the next." 

*^ The priests of Vishnu are generally styled Bhagavatas ; Practice of 
those of the Sun, Magi ; of Siva, Ash-smeared priests ; §iffe^rent sect% 
those of the Divine Mothers, are termed Adepts in the 
rites of the Mother's circle ; those of Brahman, priests ; 
the followers of the all-benevolent Saint (i.e.^ the Buddha) 
are known as Cakyas ; those of the Jinas, as Naked 
Monks. These diflFerent priests have to perform, agree- 
ably to the rule peculiar to each sect, the ceremony in 
order of the god of whom they ai*e the devotees." 



* Saradd Kramadipikd (tUak), 
S, K. />., loc. Pratishthd, p. 2543. 
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• V : '■ 



 Brihai Samhita, Adhy. 60, 
sis. 14-19. J. R. A. S., Vol. VI. 
;vr. S.y p. 334. 
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^rd^p^ist ^' ^y ^^^ process of vivification the image from its | 
thd, previoas status as an inanimate object, a simple piece of 1 

clay stone or metal, acquires the status of a judicial 
personage, capable of holding property. As observed by i 
Mr. Justice Scott in his judgment in the Mandvi Temple \ 
case, Thackeraey Dewraj v. Hurbhum Nursey (I. L, B., 
wS^ *tt ^ Bom., p. 456), " the deity of the temple is considered 
in Hindu Law as sacred entity or ideal personality pos- 
sessing proprietary rights." . ^ 

The DAkor 84. It follows from this conception that a consecrated 
Temple case. , ^ 

image cannot be the property of any particular person. 
The DAkor Temple case, Manohar Ganesh Tambehar v. 
Lakshmiram Gobindram (I. L. R., 12 Bom., p. 247) 
arose in connection with a temple situated at Dakor, 
dedicated to the god Shri Ranched Raiji. It was proved 
statement of in the case that the deity in question was held in great 
veneration by the followers of the Vaishnava religion 
throughout Western India, and that the oflferings made 
by the votaries at this shrine amounted each year to about 
a lakh of rupees in value. The existence of the deity \ 
could be traced back up to seven centuries, and the piety ' 
of reigning chiefs had from time to time added lands and 
villages to the property of the endowment. The throne ' 
o£ the deity had been lately covered with gold and silver 
by His Highness the Gaekwar at a cost of Rs. 1,25,000, 
and the present temple had been built by the ancestor of 
one of the plaintiffs at a cost of Rs. 1,00,000. The suit was 
instituted by the hereditary manager of the temple, de- 
scendant of the builder of the present temple, and by four 
other plaintiffs who were govs or priests residing in the 
same locality, whose duty it was to conduct the pilgrims, 
who were their Yajmdns^ or patrons, to the thrine, and 
perform the worship of the deity on their behalf. " The 
defendants were a numerous body (about one hundred and 
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fifty in mimber) of sevaks, or ministers of the idol, succeed- 
ing to their offices by hereditary descent ;i they remained 
in constant attendance on the idol, performed the daily 
services, and kept in their custody all the cash, ornaments, 
clothes and other offerings dedicated to the deity. They 
were paid Rs. 150 a year out of the revenues of the 
foundation." From 1772, i.e.^ the time of the erection 
of the present temple, the management of the temple and 
its appendant villages had been carried on by the Tambe- 
kar family, and at the same time the sevahs had given an 
agreement in writing to the manager of the institution, by 
which the sevaks bound themselves to observe certain rules 
in the performance of the daily services at the temple 
and for the preservation of the offerings made to the 
idol. 

" The plaint alleged that the defendants had frequently Plaint. 
acted in contravention of the rules laid down in the 
aforesaid document, that they had latterly set up a pro- 
prietary title to the offerings made at the shrine, that they 
had appropriated part of those offerings to their own 
use, and that they refused to render an 'account of the 
property held by them in trust for the idol. 
" The plaintiffs, therefore, prayed as follows : — 
" 1. That an account might be taken, by and under the ^ 
directions of the Court, of all sums of money, ornamehts, j 
cattle and all other moveable and immoveable property / 
which had come into the hands of the defendants as 
trustees of the idol. 

" 2. That the defendants might be ordered to pay into 
Court whatever, on taking accounts, might be found due 
by them to the funds of the temple. 

"3. %hat, if necessary, the defendants might be re- 
moved from their office of sevaks^ or worshippers and new 
sevaksj or worshippers be appointed in their stead. 
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" 4. That a scheme might be settled by, and under the 
directions of, the Court for the management of the temple 
and of the fnnds thereof. 

" 5. That an injunction might be issued restraining 
the defendants from removing, alienating, or otherwise 
disposing of the cash, clothes, ornaments and other move- 
able as well as immoveable property dedicated to Shri 
Ranchhod B&iji. 

" 6. That a receiver might be appointed to take charge 
of the said property of the idol. 

" 7. That all books, papers, and documents relating to 
the said oflferings and to the disposal thereof might be 
directed to be forthwith brought into the custody of the 
Court." 
Written state- In their written statement the sevaks contended amongst 
other things that they " were not the servants of the temple 
but oioners of the idol and its property ; that as owners 
and proprietors they and their predecessors had carried 
on the management of the temple uninterruptedly for 
more than seven hundred years ; that they had never 
rendered any account of their management to the plaintiff 
Manohar or his ancestors or to any other person ; that 
the agreement of A.D. 1772 was not a genuine document, 
and even if its genuineness were established it was not 
binding on them ; that they had appropriated to their use 
such offerings as it had been their practice to appropriate 
for hundreds of years past ; that they were not trustees of 
the devasthdn ; that they had not abused any trust and 
were not liable to be removed from their office and 
position as sevaks ; and that the plaintiffs had no right to 
demand an account of their management." 

Appeal to The suit having been dismissed in the first Court on a 

preliminary point as to the right of the plaintiffs to insti- 
tute the suit, without adjudicating upon the pleas of the 
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sevaks defendants upon the merits, the case was carried by 
the plaiatiflfs in appeal to the Bombay High Court. That 
Court having decided the preliminary point in favor of 
the plaintiffs' right to bring that suit, was required to 
discuss the defence of the sevaks on the merits, and gave Judgment, 
the following judgment thereupon : — 

" The defendants take the position that they, as a body, Sevaks claim 
are the owners, for all secular purposes, of the idol, whom, and nor*^^^^ 
in spiritual sense, they serve. The offerings made at the **^*®®^* 
shrine, the cattle, and even tlie land presented by de- 
votees are, they assert, their property free from any secular 
obligation, as none has ever in practice or in the intention 
of the donora been annexed to the gifts by which religious 
m^rit was sought and gained. They hold the property 
thus acquired, and have for centuries held it, as a sort of 
sacred guild, with hereditary succession to the several 
members. It is hot held on any trust for the support of juri^icS of 
ceremonies or with any obligation annexed to it that can - **"• * 
be enforced in a secular Court. The duty of providing a 
regular wcyrship for the deity is of a purely moral kind, 
which they discharge merely to satisfy their consciences, 
one the nature and limits of which have never been settled 
otherwise than by their own will and judgment." 

After showing that the plaintiffs, though not trustees, Loau standi 
had yet an undeniable locus standi as relators, and the 
suit, if maintainable, might proceed at their instance, the 
judgment proceeds thus : — 

" There is no difficulty in conceiving the existence of a A society for 

. , , . , , * . . •/•!./• -i i*s «^^ benefit 

society having property and receiving giits irom its own possible, 
members or from strangers, which it then disposes of 
simply for its own benefit or at its own discretion. The 
guilds and companies in manufacturing and trading cities 
held, and still hold, estates without the attendant obliga- 
tions of a charitable tru^t. The property is their own, 



but under 
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distributable amongst members or at the pleasure of tbe 
governing body of the society, not held for the benefit 
of any class outside the society, or for the promotion of 
any purpose of recognised public utility. The latter char- 
acteristic is essential to a public charity, but in its absence 
there may be a corporation existing by royal grant, pre- 
scription or legal allowance, holding property for other than 
charitable purposes. Whether the association exists for 
Engiiflh Law, charitable purposes or not, it cannot, according to English 
necessary for law, without incorporation in some shape, become vested 
property. with property as a mere fluctuating and undefined aggre- 
gate. — Goodman v. Mayor of Saltash. ^ If its purposes are 
such as are contemplated by section 26 of the Indian 
It may be Joiut Stock Companies' Act, VI of 1882, the society may 
der'^Act VI of ' g®^ '^^^^^^ constituted accordingly under the Act. Other- 
hfteivent^^ though the individual members may have certain 

%reoifnel!e8- rights and privileges as members of a class or answering to 
ary» a certain designation, these advantages must be realized, as 

against the world at large, through the proprietary or quasi'- 
proprietary right of some other person or corporation. ' 

" The defendants in the present case put themselves for- 
ward, not merely as entitled to the enjoyment of particular 
benefits to be taken by them individually as members of 
a class, but as a body of proprietors holding a small estate, 
in the shape of immoveable property, but a much larger 
one in the form of the accumulated offerings of articles of 
value laid at the feet of the idol and of the revenue aris-^ 
Q ^ f iiig from this source. The questions are whether they can 
decision. and do take this property and this revenue absolutely as 
their own without any trust or annexed duty, and whether, 
if they enjoy by a kind of agency or representation of the 
idol conceived as a personality, they fulfil the duty they 
owe to this ideal person in merely revelling on the grow- 

t. * L. R., 7 A. P. Cos., 633, at p. 648. 
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ing revenues, or are t)oand to widen the range of the 
deity's beneficence in proportion to the expansion of his 
mundane means. 

" As to the jurisdiction of the Civil Oourts in matters Jurisdiction 
of this kind, it is too late now to raise any contention, andpermitted 
Under the native system of government, though it was ^ ^^ ^ *^* 
looked on as a heinous offence to appropriate to secular 
purposes the estate that had once been dedicated to pious 
uses (W. & B., H. L., 202,817), yet the State in its secular 
executive and judicial capacity habitually intervened to pre- 
vent fraud and waste in dealing with religious endowments. 
It was quite in accordance with the legal consciousness 
of the people that the Bombay Regulation XVII of 1827 
gave to the Collector a visitatorial power enabling him to 
enforce an honest and proper administration of religious 
endowments. The connection of the Government in its Executive ' 
executive capacity with Hindu and Mahomedan founda- eSdowments 
tions was brought to an end for Bombay by Bombay Act ^^^^d**'^'*, 
VII of 1863 and for Bengal and Madras by Act XX of 
1863. But the existence of sacred property and of the 
rights and obligations connected with it as objects of the but their 
jurisdiction of the Civil Courts is recognised by the laws co^^d! ^^' 
just referred to. In the southern part of the Bombay 
Presidency, dedicated estates are expressly made inalien- 
able by Bombay Act II of 1863, section 8. Questions Necessity of 
arising under these laws between individuals with ref- jurfgai °tion* 
erence to proprietary and pecuniary rights and as to 
alleged misappropriations and defalcations must neces* 
sarily be dealt with by the Civil Courts, which only can 
bring the requisite sanctions to bear on the enforcement 
of an honest discharge of their duty by the holders of 
decficated estates. The mere incidental cognisance of a 
religious or caste question, the recognition of the settle- 
ment of such a question by the competent authority, is 
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involved in the exercise of this jurisdiction, and does not 
stand in the way of it. — Krishnasamt Clietti v. Virasami 
Chetti} It is recognised by the indigenous customary law 
that an affair in which the castes could not or would not 
give relief is a proper subject of adjudication by the 
ordinarv Civil Courts.* The cases in which Hindu founda- 
tions and charitable (including religious) trusts have been 
enforced and the person connected with them made 
accountable by the Civil Courts are too numerous to 
mention. Reference may be made to Maharanee Shihessouree 
Debia v. Mothooranath Acharjo;^ Mohunt Burm Suroop 
Dass V. Khashee Jha ; * Jaggoduniba Dossee V. Puddomoney 
Dossee;^ Dhurrum Singh v, Kissen Singh,^ If, then, there 
is, in the present case, a public purpose, for the fulfilment 
of which, a class of persons, for whose benefit, in a way 
admitted by the State as deserving protection, the property 
of the Dakor temple is held, and its revenues are received 
by the defendants, the defendants become by these mere 
circumstances amenable to the jurisdiction we are now 
called on to exercise. The religion of the Hindu popula- 
tion being jurally allowed, the duties and services connected 
with it must be deemed objects of public concern, and at 
least as to their physical and secular elements enforceable 
like other obligations. 

** The evidence recorded in this case, including that of 
many donors to the idol Shri Ranchhod Raiji, shows that 
having discharged a religious duty or gained religious 
merit by a gift to the deity, the votary is but little 
interested in what afterwards becomes of the offering."^ 



» I. L. R., 10 Mad., 133, 144; 
W. & B., H. L., 699 n. 

■West and Buhler, H. L., p. 
1007 n (c) ; Steele, L. C, 185, 186, 
and 267. 

» 13 Moore's I. A., 270. 



 20 Calc. W. R., Civ. Rul., 471. 

* 15 Beng. L. R., 318. 

• I. L. R., 7 Calc, 767. 

^ West and Biihler, H. L., pp. 
197, 411. Vya May, chap. IV, s. 1, 
p. 8. 
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Still he must needs be and is concerned in the maintenance 
of a decent and orderly worship. He is interested, too, 
in honour and respect of the deity he reveres. He does 
npt attend to pander to unrestricted licentiousness or mere 
ignorant sensuality which must bring his deity and its 
worship into contempt. He desires a regular and con- 
tinuous or, at least, a periodical round of sacred ceremonies, 
which might fail if the oflfering of past years were all 
squandered while those of any given years fell short. 
The sevaks seem to have received the oflferings both of sevak*8\i&' 
immoveables and of moveables with a h consciousness, truJteef 
though but a hazy consciousness, that they were bound, 
out of the funds thus coming to them, to provide for the 
worship of the idol, and the convenience of the pilgrims, 
who resort to the temple." 

. Then; after discussing certain items of evidence 
adduced in the case, the judgment proceeds : — 

*' The Hindu lawj like the Roman law and those derived Corporate 
from it, recognizes, not only corporate bodies with rights < fouSiations ' 
of property vested in the corporation apart from itS; H^I^Taw.^^ 
individual members, but also the judicial persons or 
subjects called foundations.^ A Hindu, who wishes to Trust not 
establish a religious or charitable institution, may, accord- HM^reii-^ 
ing to his law, express his purpose and endow it,* and ^b?eendow"^ 
the rules will give eflfect to the bounty, and at least "^®^*^' 
protect it so far, at any rate, as it is consistent with his 
own dharma or conceptions of morality.^ A trust is not 
required for this purpose ; the necessity of a trust in such 
a case is indeed a peculiarity and a modern peculiarity a comparison 
of the English law,* In early times a gift placed, as Sigiish law. 



> West and Buhler, H. L., pp. * West and Buhler, H. L., p. 33 ; 

201/185, 653, 555. Mann VIIT, 41 ; Coleb. Dig., B. 

• West and Buhler, H. L., pp. Ill, chap. II, T. 28.' 
99, 197, 216.  Spence Eq. Juris., p. 440; Safcv. 

Syst, s. 88, .  
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it was expressed, "on the altar of God'* sufficed to 
convey to the Church the lands thus dedicated.^ Under 
the Roman law of pre-Christian ages such dedica- 
tions were allowed only to specified national deities.^ 
After Christianity had become the religion of the 
empire, dedications for particular churches or for the 
foundations of churches and of religious and charitable 
institutions were much encouraged.' The officials of the 
Church were empowered specially to watch over the 
administration of the funds and estates thus dedicated 
to pious uses,* but the immediate beneficiary was con- 
ceived as a personified realization of the Church, 
hospital, or fund for ransoming prisoners from captivity.^ 
Such a practical realism is not confined to the sphere 
of law ; it is made use of even by merchants in their 
accounts and by furnishing an ideal centre for an institu- 
tion to which necessary human attributes are ascribed 
^^DJiadphate v. Gurav (I. L. R., 6 Bom. 122) — it makes 
the application of the rules of law easy as in the case of 
an infant or a lunatic* Property dedicated to a pious 
purpose is, by the Hindu as by the Roman law, placed 
eMra comniercium^'^ with similar practical savings as to sales 
of superfluous articles for the pjiyment of debts and plainly 
necessary purposes.* Mr. Macpherson admitted for the 
defendants in this case that they could not sell the lands 
bestowed on the idol Shri Ranchhod R&iji. This restriction 
is like the one by which the Emperor forbade the aliena- j 



* See Elton's Ten. of Kent, 17, 18. 

* W.&B.&H.L.,p. 185 (OXJlpian 
Fr., XXII, 8. 6. They were thus 
placed ^xtra cotnmercium, Sav. 
Syst, sec. 88 (cc)» 

* Sav. Syst, sec. 88; compare 
W. & B, p. 197. 

* Sav. Syst, sec. 88. 

* Sav. Syst, sec. 88. . 



* Sav. Syst, sec. 90. Comp. 
KirUock v. Secretary of State for 
India in Council, L. B., 15 Ch. 
Div., at p. 8. 

* W. & B., H. L., pp. 185, 197. 

* See Cod Lib., I. T., 2 Fr., 21 
W. & B., H. L., pp. 555, 557. See 
also Eupa Jagset v.. KHshfiOJi 
Govind, I. L. B., 9 Bom., p. 169. 
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I tion of dedicated lands under any circumstances.^ It is Proprietary' 
consistent with the grants having been made to the juridical the idol and 
person symbolized or personified in the idol at Dakor. It^vah. 
is not consistent with the juridical persons being con- 
<;eived as a mere slave or property of the sevaks ^^hose 
very title implies not ownership, but service of the god. 
It is indeed a strange, if not wilful, confusion of thought 
by which the defendants set up the Shri Ranchhod Raiji 
as a deity for the purpose of inviting gifts and vouch- 
safing blessings, but, as a mere block of stone, their 
property for the purpose of their appropriating every gift 
laid at its feet. But if there is a juridical person, the 
ideal embodiment of a pious or benevolent idea as the 
centre of the foundation, this artificial subject of rights 
is as capable of taking offerings of cash and jewels as of 

I land. Those who take physical possession of the one as Sevah re- 
of the other kind of property incur thereby a responsibi- trustees, 
lity for its due application to the purposes of the founda- 
tion. (Compare Griffin y. Griffin;^ Mulhallen v. Marum ;^ 
Aberdeen Tqwn Council v. Aberdeen University.^) They are 
answerable as trustees even though they have not con- 
sciously accepted a trusty and a remedy may be sought 
against them for maladministration ^ by a suit open to Eemedy 

• jji ji.i-"D i.* !•! against malad* 

any one interested, as under the rtoman system m a like ministration, 
case by means of popolaries actioJ^   * ^ 
" The witness Shi vial (Exhibit 157) says, the sevaks take 
all the offerings, but still, ' as representative of the deity.' 
Jamnadas (Exhibit 197), a bountiful donor to the temple, 
says, the offerings are made to the god, though the sevaks sevak* not 
divide them at their discretion. This is what the sevaks ^J^^lila?^ 
would naturally do, even as managers, unless called to ^^^^* 



• Vyav. May. Chap. IV, s. VII, 
p. 23 ; Nov. 120, Cap. 10. 

• 1 Sch. & Lef., 352. 

• 3 Dr.. & War., 317. 



* L. R., 2 Ap. Cas., 544. 

* Compare Indian Trusts Act II 
of 1882, ss. 88, 95. 
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fU^connt by some superior anihority. It by no means 
necessitates the conclusion that they are and have always 
been owners of the idol as a juridical person. — Juggodumha 
Dossee v. Paddomoney Dossee^, They are a numerous 
body, about one hundred and fifty in number, succeeding 
to their offices by hereditary descent. It is admitted that 
they are entitled to a fair provision for their needs and to 
maintain the service of the temple. For a period exclud- 
ing over several centuries the revenues of the temple seem 
to have but slightly, if at all, exceeded the outlay required 
to maintain its services, but recently these revenues have 
very largely increased. The law which protects the founda- 
tion against external violence guards it also internally 
against maladministration, and regulates, conformably to 
the central principle of the institution, the use of its aug- 
mented funds. It is only as subject to this control in the } 
general interest of the community that the State through ] 
the Law Courts recognizes a merely artificial person.* It \ 
guards property and rights as devoted, and thus belonging, 
so to speak, to a particular allowed purpose only on a con- 
dition of basing the application when either the purpose has 
become impracticable, useless or pernicious, or the funds 
have augmented in an extraordinary measure. This prin- 
ciple is recognized in the law of England as it was in the 
Roman law, whence indeed it was derived by the modern 
Codes of Europe. It is equally consistent with the Hindu 
law, which, as we have seen, undoubtedly recognizes arti- 
ficial juridical persons, such as the institution at Ddkor, 
and could not, any more than any other law, support a 
foundation merely as a means of squandering in waste or 
profligacy the funds dedicated by the devout to pious uses." 
85. The judgment which I have thus read may take 
rank as a leading case on the subject, and as I shall have 



» 15 Bang. L. R., 318, 



• See Sav, Syst.^ sec. 
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occasion often to refer to it, I think it is convenient that 
you should be familiar with it as a whole. For our present 
purposes you will have observed that it is distinct authority 
for the juridical existence of the idol as a legal entity-^a 
person who is capable of receiving property and exercidng 
the rights incident thereto — a proprietor, who never di^s, 
and about whom consequently no rules of inheritance need 
be discussed, but one nevertheless labouring under physical 
disabilities which render it necessary that his interests 
should be looked after primarily by a worshipper subject '. 
to the eventual control of the ruling power. 

86. The books of ritual contain a direction that before The XJuarga, 
removing the image into the temple, the building itsielf 
should be formally given away to the god for whom it is 
intended. The sankalpa, or formula of resolve, "makes the 
deity himself the recipient of the gift which, as in the case 
of other gifts, has to be made by the donor taking in his 
hands water, ^ sesamum, the sacred kusa grass, and the 
like. It is this ceremony which divests the proprietorship its legal effect. 
of the i^mple from the builder and vests it in the image 
which, by the process of vivification, has acquired existence 
as a juridical personage. Vijnaneshwara in the Mitak- 
shara^ * says that " gift consists in the relinquishment of 
one's own right, and the creation of the right of anot^jer, 
and the creation of another's right is completed on that 
other's acceptance of the gift, but not otherwise. Accept- Gift is com- 
ance is made by three means, — mental, verbal, or corporeal, acceptance. 
Mental acceptance is the determination to appropriate ; 
verbal acceptance is the utterance of the expression,— this 
is mine, or the like ; corporeal acceptance is manifold, as by 



** All ddnas or gifts are enjoin- water is thrown into a pot of 

ed by Kamalakara to be bestowed water." 

iri water, "and where there pan • Quoted in Mayne*s Hindu 

be no recipient as in the case of Law and Usage, para. 351, p. 404 ; 

Jiiathas for SanydsinSt the offering Macnaughten's Mitakshara, p. 78, 
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touching/' In the case tinder consideration the utsarga 
is the relinquishment of tthe donor's right, and the gift is 
completed by the acceptance corporeally made by the 
donee, — the image, — which Is made to take bodily posses- 
sion of the premises. Compare ceremony of renunciation 
in case of Tanks and Wells (Chapter VIII, Lecture X). 

87. After the installation of the image in the temple, 
the rituals prescribe the performance of the irati or 
lustration ceremony to conclude with a feast to the 
Brahmins, ^ whose numbers according to the Matsya 
Purana ^ range from one thousand to twenty according 
to the means of the worshipper. The ceremony, concludes 
with gifts to the poor, — a general festival of dancing and 
music. • 

88. The deity so established has to be worshipped daily. 
According to the Maha Kapila Panchardtra, * if the 
worship is neglected for one day, it should be doubled 
on the next ; if the worship has been neglected for three 
nights, then a Mahi Puja or worship on a grand scale 
should be performed ; for a neglect of worship for a longer 
period the ceremony of samprokshana or sprinl^ing is 
enjoined. If the worship has been discontinued for more 
than a month, some ordain the sprinkUng ceremony, and 
others ordain the repetition of the installation ceremony 
(pfatishthd). The sprinkling (samprokshana) ceremony 
includes washing the image with the liquid productions 
of the cow, and with kusa water, and the repetition of the 
Prana Pratishtha or vivification ceremony. 

89. In case of the image being defiled by the touch 
of any impure substance, Baudh&yana directs, firstly, the 
purification appropriate to the material of wliich the 
image is composed, and a subsequent repetition of the 



« S. K. D., loc. Matha, p. 3109. 
* S. K, /)., loc. PratUthd, p. 



• 8. jr. i)., loc. Matha, p. 3109. 

* 8, K, i>., loc. Frati$th4, p. 
^54$. 
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installation (pratzshthd) ceremony, when it becomes 
again a fit object for worship. According to the Aditya 
Purdna} the gods cease to reside in images which are 
mutilated ; broken, burnt ; deprived of ornaments, or of 
vehicles ; touched by beasts; fallen in a contaminated place; 
worshipped by the mantras^ oi another god; and defiled 
by the touch of an outcaste. The Brihan-Naradiya 
Purana? declares that women, Sudras, and those uninvested 
with the sacred cord, have no right to touch images of 
Vishn'd or Siva} The person who salutes the lingam^ or the 
image of Vishn^, which has been touched by a Sudra or 
the like, suflfers endless torments in after-life. Thie horror 
displayed towards the worship by other sects is more fully 
described in the Padma Purdna * : — " The installation of 
Vishnu and the like should not be performed by Saktas ; 
such works when so done are not acceptable to Vishnu,^^ 

90. The Shastras of the Hindus are assiduous in incul- Maintenance 
eating the necessity of maintaining and repairing the t£n orpiour 
pious works established by previous generations. Accord- ^^^^' 
ing to the Vishn'd Dharma^^ the kingdom where temples 
decay suffers a proportionate decline, and the merit of 
repairing an old temple is certainly double that of the 
original builder. According to the Vishnu Rahasya^ 
the person who rebuilds a fallen temple, or repairs on 3 
about to fall, attains the abode of Vishnd. It is said iji 
the Agm Purdna that the person who re-erects a temple 
of Vishnd, which has fallen down, or is about to fall down, 
or is half broken, obtains double the merit of the original 
architect. In later times the reward has been greatly 

increased. Thus the Devi Purdna ^ recites that the reward 

 ' . II . »p - ^ . 

» jS^. JST. D^ loc. Fratishthd, • 8, K, J), loc. Mandirarih 
pp. 2545-46. p. 3273. 

• Ditto ditto, p. 2546. • Ditto ditto. 

• • Ditto ditto, p. 2542. » Ditto ditto, p. 3274. 

• Ditto ditto, p. 2537. 
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of the repairer of old (temples) is hundred-fold thdt of the 
original builder ; hedce a man should take every care to 
repair old temples ; and in the Hayasirsha Panchardtra 
the same reward is promised to the repairers of old temples 
and images. The same promise is held out by the sage 
Yama in his Smriti SamJuta, si. 70. Manu, in Chapter IX, 
sis. 280 and 285, lays down the punishment to be inflicte^ 
by the King on those who break open divine temples or 
break divine images ; and in the Matsya Sukta the former 
class is threatened in after-life with punishment in the shape 
of being transformed into a particular tree, 
imageworship, 91. The worship of the gods is one of the daily duties 
Brahmins. of a Brahmin enjoined by Parasara,^ and Manu (II, 176) / 
describes the following as part of the duties of a religious 
student, — Brahmachdri : — 

"Day by day, having bathed and being purified, let 
him offer fresh water to the gods, the sages, and the 
manes ; let him shew respect to the images of the deities, 
and bring wood for the oblation to fire." The duty, so far 
as the householder is concerned, is laid down by Manu in 
Chapter IV, si. 56, where the adoration of the gods is 
enumerated amongst the duties to be performed at the 
beginning of each day. 
Respect due to 92. According to the same sage, the shadow of a divine 
images. image should not be trodden upon (IV, 130), and in pass- 

ing by the same they should be honored by always keep- 
ing them to the right side (IV, 39) ; and the same injunc- 
tion is enjoined as to temples by Gautama in his D/iarma 
Sutra (IX, 66). Manu directs temples dedicated to the 
gods to be erected on common limits (VIII, 248), and he 
also directs in connection with the duties of a king that 
" having conquered a country, let him respect the deities 
adored in it and their virtuous priests" (VIII, 201). The 

' Institutes, I, 38. 
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uncovering of the feet being undoubtedly one of the old 
established ways of shewing respect to a superior, we are 
not surprised at the injunction of Atri ^ that gods should 
act be worshipped with covered feet, or at the similar 
direction of Angirfi that in approaching deities shoes should 
be discarded. 

93. "Wfcen an idol has once been consecrated by ap- Legal effect of 
propriate ceremonies, the deity of which the idol is the 

4 

visible image resides in it, and not in any substituted 
image. This principle was laid down by a ruling of the ., 
Calcutta High Court in the case of Doorga Proshad 
DasSy plaintiflF-appellant, v. Sheo Proshad P<indah, de- 
fendant-respondent (7 Calcutta Law Reports, p. 278). 
The plaintiff sued to recover certain land alleged to be 
dewuttor and dedicated to a family idol named Sree 
Bussick Roy Jeo, which had been alienated together with 
the idol by his father, and purchased by the defendant. 
He did not sue to recover the idol. The case, on coming 
up before the High Court, the Court doubted the reality 
of the alleged dedication to the idol ; was not satisfied 
tiiat the plaintiff was entitled to sue as a sehait ; and was 
doubtful whether he was suing bond Jide for the benefit of 
the idol, or simply in order to get back the property into 
the possession of the family. The case was consequently 
remanded to the lower Courts for deciding the questions 
which were all eventually decided in favour of the plaintiff. 
At the trial after remand, new points were raised. The 
defendant No. 2 had bought not only the property in 
dispute, but the idol, and his defence was that he was 
duly carrying on the worship of the idol from the profit 
of the property. The plaintiff did not seek to recover 
the idol, but pretended that the idol was still in his 
possession, and that the defendant had acquired only a 

^ Atri Samhita, sis. 321-322. 



132 



DEITY RESIDING IN IMAGB. [CHAP. IV. 



The deity 
resides in 
consecrated 
image which 
cannot be 
substituted. 



Property 
follows the 
image. 



specioas idol. It was, however fonnd, that the idol was 
really in the defendant's possession. But the lower Court 
held that, although this was so, and although plaintiff was 
not seeking to recover it, he could still recover thQ land 
without the idol, and there was nothing in the Hindu 
religion to prevent the plaintiff from replacing the idol 
by a new one as in the case of breakage or loss^ 

The High Court held such decision to be wrong. 
Macdonell and Tottenham, JJ., in their judgment, 
observe: "We believe that, according to Hindu notions, 
when an idol has once been, so to say, consecrated by the 
appropriate ceremony performed, and Mantra pronounced, 
the deity, of which the idol is the visible image, resides 
in it, and not in any substituted image, and the idol, so 
spiritualised, becomes what has been termed a juridical 
person. It does not by any means follow that, because 
the idol now in question has passed into the possession of 
the defendant, together with the property dedicated to it, it 
has thereby fallen into the condition of a lost or broken 
idol which, by Hindu law, may be replaced. The 
question appears to us not to be, as understood by the 
Judge, whether the idol is lost to the plaintiff ; but whether 
as the seat of the deity, it has ceased to exist. At any 
rate, so far as we know, there is at present no other idol, 
— Sri Russick Roy Jeo, — and the land in dispnte was 
certainly dedicated to this one which is in possession of 
the defendant. The effect, therefore, of a decree in 
plaintiff's favour for the land without his idol would be to 
sever the one from the other. We think, therefore, that 
plaintiffs are not entitled to recover the land in the 
present suit, and that it ought to have been dismissed in 
the first Court." 
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CHAPTER V. 

{Lecture V.) 

On Endowments for tab Sjirvicb of Images. 

• 

The Worship : discontinued in case of gift images, 1 ; daily service of 
consecrated images: — Sweeping the Temple, 2; smearing, 3; 
removing the nirnuUya and presenting fresh offerinscs, 4. Persons 
unable or incapable to worship may appoint Brahmins, 5.— Perpe- 
tuation OF WORSHIP BY ENDOWMENT : Religious merit acquired 
by gift of land, 6. Assent of State not necessary for endowment 
{Juggut Mohini Dossee v. Sokhumoney Dossee), 7. Evidence of 
Endowment ; the mode of dedication, gift to idol or to sebait as 
his representative, 8 ; grant by deed usual, where dedicator himself 
sebait, ib. : documentary evidence not absolutely necessary, 9 ; use of 
land-proceeds for idol-service not proof of dedication, ib,; but may 
corroborate original gran^ {Muddun Lall v. Komal Bibee)^ ib. ; docu- 
mentary evidence very necessary to prove actual dedication {Soshi' 
fcishore Bundopodhya v. Bani Chooramoney Putto Mahadeb), ib, ; evi- 
dence must be strong and clear, ib, ; presumption from the conduct 
of parties {Kunwar Durga Nath Roy v. Ram Churn Sen), ib. Service 
of idols only a moral duty where no direct endowment {Sham Lai 
Sen V. Huro Soonduree Gupta) y 10. Bemission of Government revenue 
not conclusive evidence of the land's present devmttor character, 11; 
Nimaye Ghum Puteetundee'V, Jogendro Nath BanerjeSt i!b,; purchasing 
property in the name of an idol not endowment {Maharani Braja- 
so<ma<»ri Debya v. I^ni Luchmi Kumari), 12. Effects of Endow- 
ment : Limited powers of sebait as of manager or trustee {Maharanee 
Shibessouree Debya v. Mathuranath Acharjo), 13 ; Pra>8annamayi 
Dasfd V. Koonja Behari Chowdhuryy 14 ; Prasunna Kumari Debya v. 
Oolab Ghand Babu ; Idol's estate not ordinarily alienable, 15 ; but 
loans for necessary purposes valid, 16 ; Decree on a sebait if properly 
obtained binding on his successor, 17. Apparent authority for idol's 
estate not being sold in execution, rents and profits only being 
sequestered, 18. Grant of a niokurrari lease and sale of part of the 
mokurrari rent by a sebait allowable for a necessary purpose 
{Kunwar Durga Nath Roy v. Ram Churn Sen,) 19. 

1. I explained in the preceding lecture how, tinder 
Hindu legal conceptions, a consecrated image established 
for worship could not be the property of any particular 
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Not for wor- 
ship. 



Gift images, person OF persons. A distinction has to be drawn in the 
case of images which are given away as gifts with par- 
ticular objects. The subject is treated under the heading 
of Devatdddna by Hem&dri in the eleventh chapter of 
the Ddnakhanda of his encyclopaedic work, Chaturvarga 
Chintamani. The image of a particular deity is prepared 
of particular materials, mostly valuable ; the preliminary 
processes in a pratishtMj like the erection of a mandapa and 
the performance of the adhivdsa are observed ; tho worship 
of the deity concerned is then gone through with appro- 
priate texts, and the image itself made over as a gift to 
qualified Brahmins for the purpose of propitiating thafc 
deity and thereby procuring a release from specified 
diseases or infirmities. Apparently, the image so given 
away is not to be retained by the donee for purposes of 
worship, but is to be broken up and utilised for it» 
component materials. The sanctity of the image in this 
particular case is temporary, and not permanent, it does 
not become a juridical person, possessed of proprietary 
rights, but is given away expressly as a chattel, which 
upon such gift becomes the absolute property of the donee, 
to be dealt with by him at his own will and pleasure free 
from any trusts for worship ; and is indeed in the majority 
of cases devoted to immediate destruction, consigned to 
th« melting pot for the purpose of realising a money- 
value. 

2. To return to the normal type of consecrated image 
for continued worship. We have followed its history up 
to its being installed in its own temple and honored with 
daily worship. The worshipper is directed to awake early 
in the morning and to purify himself. ^ He is then to 

(a) Sweeping sweep the temple with a piece of cloth or with a broom 
made of specified materials. Atri ^ in his Smriti Samhita 



Property of 
the donee. 



Daily service : 



the temple ; 



Vll'(l<flft€t, p. 183, 



• Sloka 317, 
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declares the contact of ordinary sweepings to be' destruc- 
tive of all punya (religious merit) acquired during the 
day, but an exception is made in the case of temple- 
sweepings ; ^ one covered with them being declared to be 
as holy as one bathed in the waters of the Ganges* In 
the Togini'TanWa ^ the devotee is promised spiritual bliss 
for a thousand years for every particle of dust raised by 
the sweeping, 

3. After sweeping comes the process of smearing (h) Smearing ; 
(pipalepana). This, according to the same authority, has 

to be done with earth and cow-dung, and here, again, in the 
hyperbolic language common to this class of works, a 
reward of a thousand years' spiritual bliss is promised 
for every drop of water used in the smearing process. 

4. The next step is to remove the nirmdlya^ or the (c) RemoYing 
remains of the previous day's offerings of flowers, <S;c. ^ A 

text declares the non-removal of the nirmdlya to be as 
destructive of religious merit as the confinement of a 
thirsty animal or the menstruation of an unmarried 
daughter. According to the Mantra Tantra Prakdshiy'^ 
the devotee, after removing the remains of the previous 
day's offerings, should present the deity with an offering {d) Offerings. 
of flowers ; of arghya^ or a respectful oblation of rice, 
durvd grasSy flowers, &c., with water ; of pddya, or water, 
for washing the feet ; as also of other articles necessary 
for washing the mouth, and so on. The deity, in short, is 
conceived as a living being and is treated in the same 
way as the master of the house would be treated by his 
humble servant. The daily routine of life is gone through ; 
the living image is regaled with the necessaries and 
luxuries of life in due succession, even to the changing of 
clothes, the offering of food and the retirement to rest. 



* Sloka 316. 8 siTiimtf^, p. 183. 

• m^nftf^i p. 183. * ^rnrirtMt', p. iss. 
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Who can wor- 6. ^ Great as is the religious merit of personally per- 
forming these services for the deity, the endower has not 
always the inclination or the capacity to perform them. 
Apart from the question of physical capacity there is that 
of religious capacity. Thus it is said in the Vrihan-Nara" 
diya Furdnay ^ " Women ; those uninvested with the 
sacred thread, i.e, (the members of the dvija class before 
the initiation ceremony has been performed for them) ; 
and Sudras are not competent to touch images of Vishnu 
or Siva. A Sudra, one uninvested with the sacred thread, 
a woman or an outcaste, having touched Vishnu or Siva, 
goes to hell." In the Padma Purdna ^ and other treatises 
such incapacitated persons are directed to hs^ve the worship 
performed through Brahmins. 

Reasons for 6. A person having established an idol in a temple would 

endowments. i • i • . 

naturally be anxious to devise means for the perpetuation 
of the worship. In ancient times rights in land were the 
only permanent rights known to the people. The gift of 
Merits of gift land is extolled in the S hast r as as productive of the greatest 
religious merit. In the Mahabharaia^ it is said among 
other things, that the donor of land shines in heaven so 
long as the land, which is the subject of gift, lasts, as the 
moon increases day by day, so does the religious merit of 
a gift of land increase with each succeeding crop. * The 
permanence of the benefit conferred is no doubt the prin- 
cipal reason for the high position which the /SAa^^ras accord to 
the gift of land as a source of religious merit. Ordinarily, the 
Brahm/tftar g^^ contemplated is the gift of land to pious Brahmins 
^Gi^E^tor. ^^ their own right as brahmottai\ but special rewards are 
also promised for the gift of lands to the gods {devottar). 
Thus in the Vishnu Dhamiottara ^ it is said that the donor 

^ TIT ^ffjf^^, p. 401. * Uemadri, Danakhanda, p- 495. 

^ S|T<5lftfW^, p. 401. -• Hemadri, Danakhanda, p. 497. 

» Hcmadi'i, Dan^'khanda, p. 502. 
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of land for the erection of a temple attains the abode gf the 
particular deity to whom the temple is dedicated. In the 
Siva Dharma ^ it is declared that he who dedicates to 
Siva cultivated land, dwells in bliss in the Rudra loka 
for as many kalpas as there are (dandas) poles of land 
found on measurement. In the Vardha Purdna, ^ the 
bestower of a skin of land to Vishnu is promised fortune 
and prosperity for seven births, and it is also mentioned 
there that he who dedicates a field or a house for the 
enjoyment of Vishnu is released from all his sins. The 
Bhavishya Purdna ^ similarly treats of the benefits to be 
derived from dedicating lands to Surt/a. 

7. For all these reasons the gift of lands to temples 
has been always a favourite form of endowment with the 
Hindus. The , Hindu proprietor is absolutely free to A Hindu's 
dedicate his property to the service of his deity, and the endow, 
assent of the ruling power is not necessary to confer 
validity upon the dedication. In the case of Juggut 
Mohini Dossee v. Soklieemoney Dossee^ * it was argued 
by the appellants before the Privy Council, that certain 
instruments dedicating certain lands for the worship of the 
family idols required the assent of the . State, and that in 
the absence of such assent those instruments were to be 
regarded as merely revocable appropriations, of which the 
founders might vary the use. The Judicial Committee of -A-ssent of state 

, , not necessary. 

the Privy Council, however, remarked : '^ No authority 
whatever was adduced in support of this position, which 
strikes at the root of most modern endowments of the like 
nature. A family trust of this nature has never in modern 
times, at least, been held to require such an assent. The cases 
supporting such trusts are too numerous for citation." 



* Hemddri, Danakhanda, p. 508. 
' Hemddri, Danakbanda, p. 510. 



* Hemidri, Danakhanda, p. 510. 

 14 M. I. A., p. 302. 
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Evidence of 8.^ The modo of dedication of land iot the service of 

Mod7S^d©di- ^te deity would be the same as in the case of the temple* 
ca ion. j£ ^jj^ deity had a separate sebcUt the gift would be made \ 

into the hands of such sebait as the representative of thfe i 
deity and possession by the latter would be the completion i 



of the gift. If, however, as is generally the case, the 
dedicator of land is himself the sebait^ he would follow 
up the religious ceremony by executing a deed of dedica- 
tion in the name of the deity, and, so far as practicable. 
Documentary indicating by his future conduct and dealing the change in 

oviaence not o ./ o o 

absolutely the Ownership. " Documentary evidence is not absolutely 

necessary. *^ 

necessary to prove an endowment. The mere fact of the 
proceeds of any land being used for the support of an 
idol may not be proof that those lands formed an endow- 
ment for the purpose, but where there is apparently good 
evidence going back for more than half-a-century that 
the land was so given, proof that from that time the 
proceeds had been so expended would be strong corro- 

Muddun Laii ^^^^^^^^ ^^ ^^® Original grant — Muddun Lall v. Komul 
V. Komul Bi- Bibee, ^ In this case, the Principal Sudder Ameen in hold- 
ing that the land in suit was not endowed land seems to 
have relied upon the following marginal note in the case 
of Mahomed Noorbuksh v. Budun Chund Bibee alias Aze^ 
zoonnissa, ^ : — " Property not recognized as wukf with- 
out* documentary proof." Glover, J., in commenting on 
this observed : " The marginal note in that case does, no 
doubt, lay down the law that endowments can only be 
proved by documentary evidence, but there is no mention 
of this dictum in the body of the decision, and we are 
not aware of any ruling of this Court which makes docu- 
mentary proof a sine qua non. In the great majority of 
cases, it would, of course, be looked for, but its absence 



i 



» 8 W. R., p. 43. » S. D, A. Reports, 1852, p. 885. 
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would not necessarily put the party suing under an ejuiow- 
ment out of Court." 

9. Documentary evidence is, however, very necessary Documentary 
to prove an actual dedication. Thus it has been held that necessary, 
the mere fact of the proceeds of a piece of land having 
been appropriated for the worship of an idol, does not 
constitute it an endowed property ; but the fact of the 
assignment to the idol must be specifically proved, 
Narain Prasad Myti v. Ruder Narain Myte ^ ; and 
in the case of Soshikishore Bundopodhya and others v. 
Ranee Chooramoney Putto Moha-dehi and others^ * the 
learned Judges dwelt upon the necessity of enquiring as 
to whether the land in dispute which was being claimed as 
deiouttor had been publicly assigned as dewuttor. 

It has been held in Ram PersTiad Doss Adhikari and Mere u^e of 
others v. Sreehuree Doss Adikaree and others ^^ that the mere not evidence. 
fact that a portion of the profits of land in the pos- 
session of a party had been for some time ,used for 
the worship of an idol is no proof of an endowment; 
and the nature of the evidence necessary to prove an Nature of evi- 
actual dedication is very clearly indicated in the following ®^*^ ^*^*® * 
observations of the Privy Council in the case of Konwur 
Doorganath Roy v. Ram Chunder Sen and ot Iters * : — 

" If that document (Deed of Endowment) is out of the 
case, there is very slight evidence indeed of any such 
endowment. The case then rests, independently of the 
admissions in the deeds, upon the evidence of the dewan 
and mookhtear and one or two other witnesses that the 
rents of this mehal Gopejan were applied to the worship 
of this idol. But that evidence is extremely vague and 
loose. The mookhtear says in several places that the 



» 2 Hay., p. 490. 
• W. R., Gap No., OivU Rul- 
ings, p. 107. 



» 18 W. R., p. 399. 
 My P. C. J., Vol. Ill, pp. 
684-5 ; 4 Oowell's I. A., p. 62. 
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rents were applied to the worship of the idols, and 
it is plain from all the evidence in the case that there 
were several idols belonging to this family, and no doubt 
the rents of some of the family mehals were applied 
to sustain their temples and worship. But supposing 
it to be taken that the rents of this mehal were applied 
during the period the witnesses speak of, to the 
worship of the idol Radhamohun^ that fact is by no means 
sufficient to establish the onus which lies upon a party 
who sets up the case that property has been inalienably 
conferred upon an idol to sustain its worship. Very 
strong and clear evidence of such an endowment ought 
to exist. In the present case there is no proof that 
priests were appointed. If any had been appointed, 
they might have been called. There is no production of 
accounts shewing that the rents were separately collected 
and applied for the worship of this idol. For anything 
that appears, the rents may have gone into the general 
botly of the accounts relating to the estates of this family, 
and there is really no document whatever upon which 
the finger can be placed to shew that an endowment 
was made, other than that rubicari to which reference 
has already been made. 

Prosumptiona " Besides the weakness of the proof of endowment on the 

from the con- i i • • /v 

ductof parties, part of the plaintiflF, strong presumptions, that there was 
none, arise from other facts and circumstances in the case. 
It is said that the application of the rents of this parti- 
cular mehal for a certain period to this idol is some 
evidence that the family were aware that the rents were 
properly and by right so to be devoted ; but if the conduct 
of the family is to be regarded, there is, on the other side, 
the strongest indication, from what occurred in the suit 
brought by Bhagirutid, the widow of the eldest brother 
of Bijoy^ that the family understood that there was 
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no such endowment. That suit was brought by Bhagi- 
rutJii to recover from Rashmoni one-third of the mehal 
in question. She did not claim it as property to which 
she was entitled as joint sebait, but she claimed it as 
one-third of the family estate to which she, as widow 
of one of the brothers, was entitled. That is her claim. 
Rashmoni does not set up as a defence that the mehal 
was dewuttor property devoted to this idol ; that she 
was the sebait^ and entitled, at all events, to the 
possession and the management of it — she sets up no 
case of that sort — but allows a decree to be passed 
against her in favour of Bhagiruthi to recover one-third 
of the m£hal<i and in that decree the property is described, 
not as dewuttor^ but as brahmottar property. 

" Now, if this mehal had been really dedicated to the 
idol, it would no longer have been a partible estate. 
Rashmoni would, as sebait, have been entitled to the 
possession of it, and to the management and disposition 
of the revenues ; and all that Bhagiruthi could have • 
been entitled to would have been a share in the surplus 
revenues, if there should have been a surplus, after due 
provisions have been made for the worship of the idol. 

" Therefore there is not only weakness of proof on the 
part of the plaintiff, but a very strong presumption, 
arising from the conduct of the parties in the suit in 
question, that this was not dewuttor property such as ' 
is alleged to be on the part of the plaintiff." 

10. It was decided in the case of Sham Lai Set v. Nature of obii- 
ffuro Soonduree Goopta and others^ * that when there no direct 
had been no direct endowment to support the worship, of ®^ °^°^®^ 
the family idol, although a moral obligation might be 
created by Hindu usage and custom, such moral obligation 
would not have any legal operation. 

» 5 W. R., p. 29. 



142 OBLIGATIONS WHBRB NO DIBBOT ENDOWMENT. [cffAJ% V^- 

IL Thft^inere fact of land having been released by 
Government as appropriated to the services of an Idol does 
not impose upon it the character of a religious endowment^ 
and is not conclusive Evidence of its present dewuttor 
character as against creditors. This was de(}ided in con- 
nection with the Kalighat land . in the case of Nimaye 
Chum Puteetundee v. Jogendro Nath Banerjee^ 
Simaye Churn jjj ^i^ casc, the appellant, the decree-holder, in execu- 

Puteetundee v. » i i ' 

joppjidro Nath tion, attached certain lands possessed by the judgment- 
debtors. The latter objected that tho lands were not their 
property but held by them as sebaits of a religious 
endowment. The Munsiff found that, although the hind 
formed part of some which has been released by Govern- 
ment as appropriated to religious purposes, they were held 
by defendants entirely to their own use and dealt with them 
at their pleasure. They were in that way quite distinct 
from the lands definitely held for and devoted to the service 
of the idol. The objection, therefore, was overruled by the 
Munsiff. The District Judge, however, in appeal, held : 
"The mere misconduct of and fraudulent misappropria- 
tion of the proceeds by the priest or other person cannot 
affect the matter and render it liable to sale." The Court 
could not treat the lands as private property. The High 
Court in appeal (Jackson and Ainslie, JJ.)> in setting 
aside the judgment of the District Judge, remarked : 
" We cannot admit that the fact of the land having been 
released for that reason imposes upon it a character of 
religious endowment so as to exempt it permanently from 
being attached and sold yi satisfaction of decrees against a 
person who may hold it. Cases may be easily imagined in 
which, whatever the original use and purpose of the lands 
may have been, they may in time have become detached 
from those purposes and have come into the hands of 

* 21 W. R., p. 365. 
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some private person, and tlie case might bovsuch that a 
suit to i^cover them for the benefit of the idol would be 
barred. It would be idle, we think, in that case to say 
that the right, title, and interest of the person in posses- 
sion could not he sold in satisfaction of a decree against 
him.*^ Whether the right of the idol is in full force and 
vigor at present or not, it is clear that the defendants 
have been using the proceeds of the lands and dealing 
with them as if. they had the full ownership. In that 
state of things, we think there was an interest which the 
decree-holder was at liberty to attach and cause to be sold, 
leaving the question what had been sold to be settled 
ultimately between the purchaser and the representative 
of the idol." ^ 

12. The mere purchase of a property in the name of Purchase in 
an idol will not be sufficient to create an endowment. In not evidence 
the Privy Council case of Maharanee Brojosoondery Dehee 
V. Ranee Luchmee Koonwaree and others ^^ this point arose 
for ' decision and the following observations of their 
Lordships are very important : — 

" But the question is whether there is any evidence of 
an endowment property so-called. Now what is the 
evidence of an endowment? This is clearly not an 

* It ^as also incidentaUy laid and bring a suit for the purpose of 

down in this case that the order of establishing the right of the idol, 

the Munsiif should be treated as In this view of the case^ their 

an order under S. 246 of the Civil Lordships preferred to be bound 

Procedure Code, and that no by the authority of the decisions 

appeal lay from it to the District in Kalee Churn Oir Gossain v. 

Court. For if such orders were Bungshee Mohun Doss and another 

treated as orders under S. 11, (15 W.R., p. 339) and -BarfAa JTi^A^n 

Act XXIII of 1861, it must be and others v. Shah Ameerooddeen 

held that a decision of the Court (11 W.R., p. 204), and accordingly 

executing the decree otherwise ruled that there was no appeal to 

than as reversed or altered on the District Court. But in either 

appeal would be final. Then, it point Of view they thought the 

seemed clear that it would be com- decision of the Munsiff was right 

petent to any party interested to and ought to be maintained, 
impugn the conduct of the sebai^ « 20 W. R., pp. 96-97. 
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endowment for tlie benefit of the public. The idol was 
not set up for the benefit of the public worship. There 
are no priests appointed, — no Brahmins who have any legal 
interest whatever in the fund. It is not like a temple 
endowed for the support of Brahmins, for the purpose of 
performing religious service for the benefit of any Hindu 
who might please to go there. It is simply an idol set up 
by the Maharajah, apparently in his own house^ and for 
what purpose ? Why, for his own worship. We constantly 
have suits claiming certain turns of worship, but here 
there is no turn or right of worship established. There is 
nothing stated in any way to show that the Maharajah 
intended that the idol should be kept up for the benefit of 
his heirs in perpetuity ; and before it can be established 
that lands have been endowed in perpetuity, so that they 
can never be sold and must be tied up in perpetuity, some 
clear evidence of an endowment must be given. What are 
the objects of the endowment ? None of the essentials of 
an endowment are stated. The Maharajah appears to have 
purchased the property in the name of the idol, and that 
is all. Then he deals with the funds of the idol as if it 
were his own property. There is no evidence at all of any 
of the essentials of an endowment in favour of the idol. 
Nominal en- "In the case of Mohatob Chand and another, in the 
5th Volume of the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut Reports, 
268, which was a very similar case, it was held that 
when an endowment is merely nominal, and indications of 
personal appropriation and exercise of proprietary right are 
found, a sale of the property is valid under the Hindu 
law. 

"It appears, therefore, to their Lordships, upon the 
authority of that case, and upon the principle of endow- 
ments, that this was not an endowment by the Maharajah 
in perpetuity for the benefit of the idol, so as to establish 
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that the property so conveyed to the idol was to be the 
property of the idol for ever and that nobody could 
alienate it. Suppose the Maharajah had established the 
idol in his house, would anybody pretend that he could 
not sell his house ? Well, then, what would become of 
the idol's temple ia the house ? He could sell the house, 
notwithstanding he had put an idol there ; and what 
would become of the idol itself? Here there was no 
endowment, no priest, no public, no one tegally interested « 
in the worship of this idol, except the Maharajah himself, 
and nothing to show that the Maharajah intended to 
establish it for the benefit of his sons and heirs, or anybody 
else, in perpetuity." 

13. You will thus perceive that in order to pass the Effect ofc 

endowxnoiit' :- 

property in the thing endowed from the endowerto the 

idoJ, it is very necessary that there shoultf be an. actual 

and bona fide dedication of the property to the idol. 

After such dedication the idol becomes the proprietor, and 

the sehaii is only the manager or trustee. This is very a Privy 

well put by the Privy Council in their judgment in the defining 

ease oi Maharanee SMbessouree Dehia v. il/b^Aoorana^A as manager or 

Acharjo':- ^*""- 

" The talook itself, with which these jummas were con- 
nected by tenure, was dedicated to the religious services of 
the idol. The rents constituted^ therefore, in legal contenj- 
; plation, its property. The Sebait had not the legal property, 
» but only the title of Manager of a religious endowment. 

" In the exercise of that office, she could not alienate the He cannot 
property, though she might create proper derivative-**®^*®' 
I tenures and estates conformable to usage." 

The plaintiff Mathuranath clauned to have acquired by 
purchase certain mouroosee mokururee tenures which he 
contended had been created by the sebait in favour of 

» My P: C. J., Vol. If; p. 529. 
B,. HLE 10 



146 sbbait's inability to orbate [chap. v. 

his vendors. In discussing the evidence which had been 
adduced to prove the permanent nature of the tenure 
claimed by the plaintiff, the Privy Council remarked : — 

"Their Lordships think that there is no satisfactory 
proof in the cause that these jummas were ever held at 
a fixed invariable rent. One important element in this 
important enquiry has been wholly lost sight of, viz,, the 
nature of the sebait title, and its legal inability to be the 
Nor give per- source of such a derivative title. To create a new and 

iDftnent le&ses. 

fixed rent for all time, though adequate at the time, in lien 
of giving the endowment the benefit of an augmentation 
of a variable rent from time to time, would be a breach of 
duty in a sebait, and is not therefore presumable." 
'^'th^^'t^' 14. This case, therefore, is clear authority for the pro- 

position that ordinarily a sebait cannot give permanent 
leases. The samg'^inciple had been laid down by the 
Calcutta High Court in an earUer case — Prosunno Mayi 
Dassi and another (defendants) v. Koonjo Behari Choudhry 
and others (plaintiffs).^ The main facts of the case 
were : — One Gopeenath Gossain was appointed the sebait 
of an idol endowed by the ancestor of the plaintiffs. 
This Gossain, notwithstanding express prohibition in his 
deed of appointment, created a mokururee of the property 
in favour of one Nityanand, from whom the defendants 
appellants acquired it by purchase. The mokururee deed 
could not be produced, but the defendants contended to be 
allowed to remain in possession by right of prescription, 
on the ground that Nityanand had obtained ostensible 
possession from the Gossain, and they, the purchasers, have 
been in possession for about the past 30 years. 

The Lower Court (the Principal Sudder Ameen) set 
aside the mokururee and delivered khas possession to the 



» W. R., Sp. No., p, 157. 
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plaintifBs, as heir of the original founder ; an^ in appeal 
the question remained if the defendants should be allowed 
to remain in possession or not, as any other tenant, with 
long and unquestioned possession. 

The High Court ( Seaton-Karr and Glover, J J.,) held in 
the negative, on the following amongst other grounds : — 

"The endowment and the deed appointing a sebait 
clearly contained an express provision against the creation 
of any such encumbrance as is now the basis of the 
defendants' claim. If their vendor ever had possession 
of the property, he had such possession with the know- 
ledge of the restriction in that deed, and he could never 
look to retain any lease or possession of the whole talook 
beyond the term of the life of the Gossain from whom 
he derived what he had, 

" Moreover, we think that even in the absence of any 
such special restriction, it might well be argued for the 
plaintiff that a sebait is in the position of trustee for the 
founder, and could not create permanent encumbrances 
to the injury of the endowed property, and also that, 
in conformity with the tenor of decisions of the late Sudder 
Court, no prescription derived from the trustee could in 
such cases run against the heirs and representatives of the 
founder. 

" Thus under any view of the case, as above expressqii, 
we are clear that the defendants can show no ground even 
for being retained in possession as tenants of the whole 
property, and we confirm the decision of the Sudder Ameen, 
which treated the alleged pottah as non-existent at any 
time, and dismiss this appeal with costs." 

15. The same considerations which restrict the powers idol's estate 
of 2i. sebait in granting leases apply with even greater ailenaWet" ^ 
force to restrict his powers of alienating the property 
altogether by sale or gift. In the Privy Council case 
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of Prosunno Kumari Dehya and another v. Golab Chand- 
Babu,^ their Lordships observe that "there is no doubt 
that, as a general rule of Hindu Law, property given for 
the maintenance of religious worship and of charities, 
connected with it, is inalienable.^^ This was decided 
in an early Vyavastha given in the second volume, 
of Macnaghten's Precedents of Hindu Law, p. 305, 
Case XIII, citing a text from the Srimad Bhagavata 
(Sec. XI) :— 

" He who seizes the subsistence of the gods or of priests^ 
whether given by himself or another, is bom a reptile ia 
Qrdure for a million of million years." 
but liable for 16. A sebaity however, in his capacity of manager has- 

*e&at<'« loans t i /» . /. 

for necessary the Same powers as a guardian as the manager of an infani 

' ' to incur loans for necessary purposes, and such loans will 

bind the idol's estate. This point has been very fully 

elaborated in the Privy Council Judgment, * wliich I have 

already mentioned. 

"But, notwithstanding that property devoted to re-* 
ligious purposes is, as a rule, inalienable, it is, in their 
Lordships' opinion, competent for the sebait of property 
dedicated to the worship of an idol, in the capacity as 
sebait and manager of the estate, to incur debts and 

Extent of ^ 

sebau's powers, borrow moucy for the proper expenses of keeping up the 
religious worship, repairing the temples or other posses- 
sions of the idol, defending hostile litigious attacks, and 
other like objects. The power, however, to incur such 
debts must be measured by the existing necessity for 
incurring them. The authority of the sebait of an idol's 
estate would appear to be in this respect analogous to that 
of the manager for an infant heir, which was thus defined 



> My p. C. J., Vol. Ill, p. 460. 
•Ditto. ditto p. 451. 
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in a judgment of this Committee, delivered by Lord 
Justice Knight Bruce : — 

"The power of the manager for an infant heir to charge Analogous 
lan estate not his own is^ under the Hindu Law, a limited manager^of &h 
and qualified power. It can only be exercised rightly in '^^^°*' 
a case of need or for the benefit of the estate. But where, 
in the particular instance, the charge is one that a prUi. 
dent owner would make in order to benefit the estate, 
the bonii fide lender is not affected by the precedent 
mismanagement of the estate. The actual pressure of 
the estate, the danger to be averted, or the benefit to be 
conferred upon it, in the particular instance, is the thing 
to be regarded. But, of course, if that danger arises or 
has arisen from any misconduct to which the lender is or 
has been a party, he cannot tak6 advantage of his own 
wrong to support a charge in his own favour against the 
heir grounded on a necessity which his own wrong has 
helped to cause. Therefore, the lender in this cas6, unless 
he is shewn to have acted mala fide, will not be aflfected, 
though it be shewn that with better management the estate 
might have been kept free from debt." [See Hunooman 
Persaud Panday v. Mussumat Bahooee Munraj Koonweree}] 

" It is only in an ideal sens6 that property can be said Necessary 
to belong to an idol ; and the possession and management ^^^^^ ^' 
of it must in the nature of things be entrusted to soine po^®". 
person as sehait ot manager. It would seem to follow that 
the person so entrusted must of necessity be empowered 
to do whatever may be required for the service of the idol 
and for the benefit and preservation of its property, at 
least to as great a decree as the manager of an infant heir. 
If this were not so, the estate of the idol might be de- 
stroyed or wasted, and its worship discontinued, for want 
of necessary funds to preserve and maintain them," 

» 6 Mv I. A., p. 393; My P. 0. J.. Vol. I, p. 552^ 
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When decree 17. Some other important principles are laid down by 

bmda^is sue- the Privy Council in the same judgment. The first of these 

is that a decree properly obtained against one sehosk binds 

his successor-— the Courts taking care to see in each cas^ 

that the decree had been properly obtained. 

"Assuming, then, that a aebcut may incur debts, or 
borrow money for necessary purposes, in the sense aboT© 
explained, it appears to be right and reasonable that judg- 
ment obtained against a former sehait in respect of debts 
80 incurred should be binding upon succeeding sehaits, 
who, in fact, form a continuing representation of the idol's 
property. 

"If such debts and the judgments founded on them 
were not held to be thus binding on successors, the con- 
sequence would be that no sebait would be able to obtain 
assistance in times of need ; for, on an apposite state 
of the law, he might defeat the creditors who had afford- 
ed it, by at once transferring the property to other sehcdtSy 
as actually done in the present case by Rajah Baboo, 
who, after the decrees were obtained against him, ap- 
pointed the appellants, his wife and nephew sebadt in his 
place. 

"The abote view is consistent with what appears to 
have been the* opinion of this committee in the passage 
already cited from 13 Moore's Indian Appeals and with 
two decisions in India {Juggvi Ckunder Sein and another 
V. Kishwanund and others^^ and Kissnonund Ashrom Dundy 
V. Nursingh JDoss Byragee^). 

" Before, however, applying the principle of res judi- 
cata to judgments of this character, the Courts should 
take care to be satisfied that the decrees relied on are 
untainted by fraud or collusion, and that the necessary and 
proper issuer ^ere raised^ tried, and decided in the suits 



What is a 
"properly 
obtained " 
decree ? 



» 2 Sek'ct Reports, p. 126. 



* 1 MarshaU's Reports, p. 485. 
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which led to them. The conditions appear to have been 
fulfilled in the present case." 

18, The concluding portion of the Privy Council's What is sale- 

aoiG m an 

ludgment seems to lay down the principle that the exe- idol's estate, in 

. . 1 1111 1 1 /. 1 I ^^ execution 

cution m such cases should be, not by sale of the dewuttor of decree ? 
property, but by sequestration of the rents and profits of 
the idol's property in the hands of the sebaiU The reasons 
for this course are not given in their Lordships' judgment, 
who simply say that " it is to be observed that execution 
of the judgments sought to be set aside is decreed, and in 
their Lordships' view rightly^ only against the rents and 
profits of the dewuttor lands. Whether the judgments have 
been satisfied by the profits already received, or whether 
some provision ought to be made out of such profits, during 
the pendency of the attachments, for the continuance of 
the worship of the idols, are questions not raised in this 
appeal. The object of the present suit is to have the pro- 
perties released from attachment on the ground that the 
decrees were obtained by fraud, and were in no way binding 
on the succeeding sebaits. In deciding against this claim 
their Lordships do not desire to prejudice the determination 
of the questions above adverted to, if they should be here- 
after raised." 

The property dedicated to gods being by its very An apparent 
nature inalienable under the Hindu Law, we are to take preventmg 
it that the Privy Council have on grounds of equity and ^^^^^^^^"^'^^^^ 
natural justice extended the remedies of bona fde credi- 
tors to the extent of giving them an opportunity of 
realising their just dues without destroying the endow- 
ment altogether by a sale in execution. To that extent 
the idol enjoys a greater privilege than the minor by 
analogy to whose case the creditor is allowed to bind the 
idol's property. The dictum of the Privy Council is 
apparent authority to prevent a sale of the dewuttor pro- 
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perty in execution of a mortgage-decree and it fortiori <rf 
a simple money-decree. 

This view, however, of the judgment is opposed to the 
reservations made in the body of the judgment,^ and 
viewed in this light the expression in the concluding part 
of the judgment that the execution had been rightly 
decreed '' only against the rents and profits of the deuouttor 
lands," must be understood in the sense thai, assuming 
the original decrees to hav« been rightly passed, the exe>» 
cution had been rightly ordered to proceed against only 
the rents and profits as directed in the said decrees. 
19. In the later case of Kunwar Durganath Roy v^ 
or laieof part22(}^ Chunder Seriy the Privy Council, having in a pas- 

of tho mokur- ^ o x^ 

itru rent by saffo which I havo citod in the course of this lecture,* 
found that there was no dedication of the disputed pro- 
perty to the idol, proceed to deal with the case upon the 
footing of a valid dewiUtor and arrive at the conclusion 
that, under the particular circumstances, the sebait^ if any, 
would have been justified in giving a mekururee lease, 
and also in selling a portion of the proprietary interest 
reserved to the idol under the mokururee lease : — 

'* Supposing the case had rested there, their Lordships 



Grant of mo- 
hururu lease 



' The reservations referred to 
are to be found in the following 
passages of the above judgment :— 

'VThe above two decrees are en- 
titled to the force due to the judg- 
ments of competent Courts. The 
determination of the issues is res 
judiecUa, and their Lordships 
think that in the absence of proof 
of fraud and collusion, the High 
Court was right in holding that 
it could not re-open and review 
the judgment founded upon them. 
Nor need their Lordships now say 
whether the Judge in the first case 
was right in holding upon the evi- 
dence of title before him that 



Ra^ah Baboo had no power to 
make a specific pledge of the ds- 
vmttor property, since they are 
not sitting in appeal to determine 
whether his conclusions of fact or 
of law are right or wrong. They 
can now properly deal only with 
the operation and effect of the 
decrees as they stand. 

" It is to be observed that the 
question is not raised whether the 
lands themselves could be sold 
under the decrees.** (My P. C 
J., Vol. HI. p. 450.) 

• Ante, p. 139 ; My P. C, J., Vol, 
III, p. 685. 
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feel no doubt whatever that the judgment of the High 

Court was perfectly rightv But it does not rest thefe, and 

it now becomes tnaterial to consider the tetms of the 

mourusi pottah and of the bill of sale. Mr. Leith, in his 

feply, very properly relied on them as being strength of 

liis case. If they are to be used as evidence only, then 

this evidence must be weighed with all the other evidence 

in the case, and so -v^reighing it, their Lordships are not 

satisfied that it turns the scale in favour of this property 

being dewuttor. But the statement in these deeds are 

relied upon by plaintiffs as an admission which estops the 

parties to them from asserting that these lands were not 

dewuttor ; but if the statements are relied on in this way, 

they must be taken as a whole ; and so taking them it 

would appear that, granting the lands were dewuttor, the 

sale would be justifiable^ the statement being that the sale Justified when 

was made for the purpose of the repair of the temple of repairs of the 

the idol. Th« mokururee was granted, accot'ding to* the ™^ *' 

statement, because the temple was out of repair, and 

money was wanted to restore it ; the sale of part of the 

mokururee rent was granted in consideration of money 

stated to be required for the completion of the temple 

which it was stated was already in course of ejection. If, 

therefore^ the statements in these deeds are taken as a 

whole, the alienations they contain are justifiable, aijjsum* 

ing this property to have been dewuttor land." 



CHAPTER VI. 

{Lecture VI.) 

On Alienations for Religious Purposes. 

BXOEPnONS TO THE OBKBRAL RULES OF HlKDU IjAW IN CASE OF FIOUS 

OIFTS: Not void though made by men, stricken with disease, &c., 
1.— Not invalidated by want of delivery to or non-acceptance by 
donee, 2.— Not void though acceptance by deities impossible, 3. — 
Alienation by father or managing member of joint family ; 
In MUdkshard : assent of sons not necessary to gift by father of 
ancestral immoveable property, 4; Gopal ChandPande andBehary 
Lai Pande v. Babu Kunwar Singh, 6 ; Similai'ly sale for pious pur- 
poses not necessarily void, though without assent of sons, Madan- 
gopal Thakfir v. Bam Bux Pandey, 6 ; Baghunath Prosad v. Oobind 
Prosadf 7 ; What is the proper alienable portion of ancestral pro- 
perty in MUdkshard family? The absolute dominion of father in 
Ddyabhaga, BadhabaUabh Tagore v. Gopee Mohan Tagore, restric- 
tions in case of joint property, 8.— Alienation by widow, (a) 
Shastric authority : the sanction common to all schools, the ^neral 
prohibitory rule in Ddyabh^lga coiratei*manded by other special 
authorities, 9.— (6) Decisions, (t) limiting the extent of widow's 
power to alienate, ** moderate portion, ** Mukhoda v. KtUhani, 10 ; 
" proportioned ** to whole estate. Bam Chund&r Sharma v. Ounga- 
gohind Bunrhoojeah, ib. ; powers larger * than those for purely 
w\>rdly purposes,* The Collector of Masulipatam v. Cavelly Venkata 
Narainappay ib, ; no specific limit, y\y to ^^^ allowable and -^^ too 
much, ib. — (ii) decisions indicating the nature of the pious purposes 
to constitute valid alienations by widows : spiritual benefit to husband 
necessary — Kartcik Chunder Chukerbutty v. Gour Mohun Boy, 11 ; 
pilgrimage to Benares not a legal necessity, Haromohan Adhikary 
V. Sreemutty Aulockmony Dassee, 12; nor the digging of a tank — 
Banjit BamkoolaX v. Mahomed Warts, i6.— (iii) Observations on the 
decisions ; what constitutes spintual benefit to husband ? 13. — (c) 
bovML fides of alienation : gift to widow's own relations, 14 ; a case of 
gift by a childless widow to her brother, 15 ; the case discussed, the 
point settled by Bijoya Debi v. Annapoorna Debi, 16. — Powers of 
disposition allowed to a Suttee ; the case of Partita Boyaloo, 17. — 
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The decision and Vyayastha criticised ; the spiritual benefit by the 
sattee to her husband, 18.-— The suttee's powers of disposition how 
intended, 19. 

1. It is observed by Mayne* that " gifts for religious Exceptions in 
purposes are made by Kdtydyana an exception to the rule for^eiijous 
that gifts are void when made by a man afflicted with P^''^^^®^- 
disease and the like." The full text of Katydyana, 
quoted in Jagannatha's Digest,* is translated as follows by 
Colebrooke : — 

" What a man has promised in health or in sickness, The text of 
for a religious purpose, must be given ; and if he die ^^*y^y*"*' 
without giving it, his son shall doubtless be compelled 
to deliver it.*' No doubt the ordinary meaning is that 
ascribed by the translator and by Mayne, but Jagannatha 
in his commentary on the above text of Kdtyiyana, after 
repeating the ordinary meaning, puts forward a different 
interpretation of his own' : — 

" But we thus expound it : the master of the family jagannatha's 
being gone to a foreign country, or deceased or the like, a ^^^^^^^^^'T* 
debt contracted by his son, his servant or the like, and 
made known to him, must be paid by the chief of the 
family when he returns from that foreign country, or 
recovers from the disease. But if he die without paying 
it, the debt must be discharged by his son, or by the 
successor to the estate or other person liable to the pay- 
ment of it ; on failure of the first respectively, by, the 
next in succession. ' For a religious purpose,' or from a -y^hat 
religious motive ; that is, with view to the strict obser-'®^'^^"*,^ 
vance of duty : the construction is, he must pay it, on 
that account ; meaning, that otherwise duty is violated." 

It would thus seem that the " religious purpose" is con- 
nected not with the promise but with the payment, that 

^ Hindu Law and Usage, p. 458, para, at 393. 

• Book I, Chap. V, sec. 3, verse 195. 

* Colebrooke's Digest, Madras Reprint, Vol. I, pp. 206*207. 
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is to say, that the promised payment fof secular purposes 
is to be made from a religious motive. But in a later 
The true part of the same Digest^ Jagannatha comes back to the 
true interpretation. In introducing the subject of " sub- 
traction of what has been given" the learned author 
quoting the text of Narada — 

" In civil affairs, the law of gift is fourfold ; what 
may or may not be given, and what is or is not a valid 

gift,"- 

comments as follows* : — 

ReiigtbuB gifta " '^^^ ^® ^^ ^^ established, that gifts made by a man 

^or«hmade afflicted with disease and the like are void, regards civil 

ih diaease. gifts, not donations for a religious purpose. This title 

of law does not extend to a gift made for a religious 

purpose : the donation is valid, if it be made by the owner 

of the thing J^ After this, he repeats the very same text of 

Katyayana quoted above, and remarks : " Raghunan- 

DANA and other authors expound this text, ^ what a man^ 

even afflicted by sickness, has promised to give, must, if 

he die, be given by his son.' It is not proper to say, 

that what he has promised must necessarily be delivered, 

but the gift is not valid. The rule must be understood 

of other cases as well as of sickness ; for the reason 

of the law is equally applicable." 

Not invaii- 2. As a general rule, a gift is complete and irrevocable 

deliver/to**^' Under Hindu law when the donee has obtained possession; 

SiwrSydonee. ^^ exception, however, is made in the case of gifts for 

pious purposes. This can be gathered from the text of 

Kityayana already discussed which compels the son to 

give over possession of the thing promised^ but not given 

by the father, for religious purposes. A similar con- 



> Book II, Chap. IV , sec. I, verses 2 & 3 ; Colebrooke's Digest^ 

Vol. I, pp. 399-400. 
* Oolebrooke's Digest-, Vol. I, p. 40Ok 
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elusion is derived by Jagannatha from the text of Dhau- 
mya quoted and commented on by him in his Digest, 
Book V, Chap. I, sec. 1, verse 2 (Madras Reprint, 
Vol. II, p. 190) :— 

" Dhaumya : — On failure of the proper object, how 
shall a present be disposed of, which was bestowed on an 
absent person? Let it be delivered to kinsmen sprung 
from the same original stock, or, on failure of these, to his 
distant kindred. 

*' From this text, which enacts that a chattel given Property 
away, even . though it has not been accepted, must be acceptance., 
delivered to the kinsmen of the person intended, it appears 
that property is conferred by mere gift witliout acceptance, 
else, why should the kinsman of the person intended be 
alone mentioned ? Consider the reverse as true ; for, did 
property vest in the person intended through gift alone 
without acceptance, then it must of course be taken by a 
son or other heir, because it has become a part of the 
patrimony ; and for what purpose has the text of Dhau-. 
MYA been propounded? A present made for the benefit 
of a deceased Brdhmana erroneously supposed to be livings 
m,ust be delivered to his son or other heir : is not the text 
designed to convey this precept ? What follows from this ? 
For the argument supposes that property was vested before 
acceptance. Therefore should a present not be delivered Giftcompieted 
to him for whom it was intended, the law shows the *gift donee'rheirs,. 
to be imperfect : hence it must be delivered to complete 
the gift. In answer to the question ; ' to whom should it 
be delivered if he died before or after the donation' ? The 
text of Dhaumya ordains, that it shall be delivered to the 
son or other heir, in like manner as donaries or the like 
given in honour of deities must be delivered to priests and 
the rest." 
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the anceetrai was valid OF otherwise, according, as such essential, existed 
'iSJwpurooee ^^ ^^^' According to texts of the Saint Nirada, 
without con- ^ited in the Mitakshara and other works, a gift made, 

tent of sons. . . 

under the influence of fear, as a bribe, and in fourteen 
AMont of ione other categories, was void. The assent even of the sons 
forpic^'gSu oould not legalize such gifts. On the othqi^hand, accord- 
^'r"tJonl^ ing to the texts of Katydyana and another Saint (Vydsa 

was meant), which are cited in the same books, the 
gift of a small portion of laad, for the sake of piety, even 
without the assent of sons, was valid ; and the King 
is enjoined, to compel a son, to surrender any inconsider- 
able property, which his deceased father (whether sound 
or sick) may have given or promised, for a spiritual 
object. The Pundit thus illustrated these pious gifts : — 
Bxamplesof 1st — A present for performing indispensable rites in 
pious gift*. htonour of ancestors. 2nd, a present to priests officiating 
at sacrifices and the like. 3rd, pious and reverential gifts 
to Brahmans, — as Brahmutra, Krishnarpana, Paddrgha, — 
in satisfaction of a vow, — as Vritti or aliment, — also gifts 
from affection towards Vishnu and other divinities. The 
Pundit declared his opinion to conform with the Mitak- 
shara, Viramitrodaya, Vyavahara Madhava, Vyavahdra 
Kaustuhha, works current in Shahabad. 

This view of the law was accepted by the Judges of the 

Sudder Dewany Adalut, and in conformity therewith the 

plaintiff's suit was dismissed. This case has been followed 

by the Allahabad High Court in a case which I shalt 

• mention, further on.^ 

Sale for pious 6. The passage above cited from the Mitakshara, 

n^ n^Taf^iy authorising the father to alienate ancestral immoveable 

Yoid ;^i^^^^^^ property for pious purposes was cited with approval by 



« 



*- See sec* 7, p. IS!', 
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the High Court in the case of Muddun' Gopal Thakur 

nnd others v. Eambuksh Pandey and otiiers (6 W. R., p. 71, 

see p. 72), and the proposition deduced therefrom that Miiddun Gopal 

*' the sale by a father, of ancestral immoveable property ^^^]k 

without the concurrence of his sons is not necessarily ^'''*^^- 

void, though it 4toay be avoided, unless the purchaser can 

shew that it was made during a season of distress for the 

sake of the family or for pious purposes. '^^^ 

7. In the case of Raghunath Prasad v. Gohind Prasad Raghunouh 
(I. L. R., 8 AU., p. 76), the father had transferred a house Go^Pra^. 
which was part of ancestral property to an idol repre- 
sented by a trustee, without the consent of his adult son. 
The latter thereupon instituted the suit to cancel the 
deed of transfer on the ground that, under the Hindu law, 
the father was incompetent to make any disposition of the 
ancestral estate without the son's consent. The suit hav- 
ing been dismissed by the first Court, the son appealed to 
the District Judge pleading (1) the incompetency of the pieas for 
father so to deal with the ancestral property ; (2) the T^ttr^^^tio 
absence of any legal necessity for the alienation ; and ^^^^' 
(3) the father's bad faith in the transaction, the motive for 
the endowment being not piety to the gods, but malice to 
the son. The District Judge decided that the father had 
no power to alienate against his son's will ancestral estate, 
for providing a permanent shrine for the family idol, and 
that even if he had such power, for a small portion of the 
estate, the alienation was excessive in the particular case ; 
and upon these grounds he decreed the appeal and the 
suit. Upon appeal to the Allahabad High Court, the 
learned Judges remarked that " an examination of the 
authorities is sufficient to shew that a father is competent Father. 
to deal with ancestral property, not only for the special ^^^^^^ 

> 6 W. R., p. 73. •^ • 
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* exigencies mentioned hj the Jiidge, but also to m^he pious 
and reverential gifts to Brahmans, as jBrahmutra Krigh^ 
narpana^^^ also ^^ gifts from affection to Vishnu and other 
Oopal Chand divinities**— Gd>/>aZ Chand Pande y.^Babu Kunwar Singh.^ 
^u^r'I^A The finding of the Judge on this point, therefore, cannot 
foUowed. stand ; and we are not informed on what giaterials he based 
his finding that the value of the estate is Rs. 4,000 only. 
The question The Judge has also omitted to decide the important plea 
as to the real motive underlying the gift — that is to say, 
the question of the good faith of the donor." The learned 
Judges, not having materials on the record to enable them 
to dispose of these quQ^tions, therefore referred the follow- 
ing issues for trial under sec, 566 of the Civil Procedure 
Code :— 

" 1. What is the value of the entire ancestral property 
of the parties to the suit ? " 

^^ 2. Has the endowment been made bond fide for the 
satisfaction of the idol, and the benefit of the donor's soul, 
or from motives of spite against the plaintiff-respondent, 
as pleaded by him in his fifth plea before the Judge ? " 

8. It would seem therefore to follow from the authori- 
ties above cited that the father or other managing member 
in a Mitakshara family is competent to make an alienation 
of a small portion of the ancestral estate for pious purposes, 
without the consent or even against the will of the other 
adult members of the joint family. Apparently, the same 
rule will also be applicable in a Dayabhaga family con- 

mm 

sisting of co-parceners. As to what constitutes a small 
portion would always be a question of fact to be decided 
ftUen!abi©° ^^ ^7 *^® Oourt with reference to all the circumstances of the 
case. In the case in the 5th Select Beports,^ a proportion 
of 755 to 100,000 was considered small and the gift 
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» S. D. A. L. P., 1843, Vol, 6, p. 24. See above, sec. 6, p. 169. 
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upheld.^'* Ig. the Allahabad case,^ apparently, the High 
Court considered that the proportion of 693 to 4,000 
would not be small and could not be sanctioned. " The* gift, Gift must be 
however, even of the proper portion of the ancestral estate, reUgioua 
should be one made from proper religious motives and not p^^***®' 
merely as a legll device for injuring co-sharers. In pro- 
perty where the donor has absolute dominion, as in the 
case of ancestral property, in the hands of a father govern- Father's abso- 
ed by Dayabhaga law, the donor is competent to give away Dayabhaga. 
even the whole of his own property to the exclusion of his 
heirs for religious as for any other purposes, as was im- 
pliedly admitted in the case of Radhaballabh Tagore v. Radhahallabh 
Gopee Mohun Tagore^ mentioned in Sir Francis Macnagh- Mohun tagore, 
ten's Considerations on Hindu Law, p. 335, In the case 
of joint property there is ordinarily no absolute dominion, 
but a special discretion is vested in the managing member Discretion of 
to alienate a portion of the joint property for pious purposes, mem^rm 
The disposal, however, must be done in good faith, really Disposal must 
with a view to acquire religious merit, and not merely out ^ ^>o^^f^' 
of a desire to injure other co-sharers. 

9. It is remarked by Mayne* that in Western India Alienation by 

widows for 

grants for religious endowments have been held valid even pious purposes 
when made by a widow, of land which descended to her LTslhoolf ^"^ 
from her husband, and to the prejudice of her husband's 
male heirs. The doctrine, however, is not confined ^to 
Western India, but is common to all schools of Hindu law. 
In Bengal for instance, side by side with the well under- in Bengal, 
stood rule that " the wife must only enjoy her husband's uLite/to gift* 
estate after his demise ; she is not entitled to make a gift, baiwi^s^-" 
sale or mortgage of it " (Dayabhaga, Chapter XI, sec. 1, *^*^ welfare. 
para, at 56), there is authority for the widow to alienate such 
property in part for pious purposes. Thus Jagannatha in 



* See Mfpra» § 7. 

' Hindu Law and Usage, para. 393. 
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his Digest, Book V, Chapter VIII, verse 399, Madras 
Beprint, Vol. II, p. 526, says : " Raghunandana acknow- 
ledges that, for the purpose of raising her husband to a 
region of bliss, a wife may give away property left by 
him, and devolving on her by the failure of male issue. 
Hence it is understood that she ought ^t to do so for 
any other purpose. Vachespati Bhattacharya has deliver- 
ed the same exposition. Bhavadeva also concurs nearly 
T«xt« enjoin- ih the same opinion." The following texts also are 
duoive to^'hus- quoted by Jagannatha in his Digest^ as indicating the 
tuai lineSi nature of the gifts, which the widow should practise for 
the spiritual welfare of her deceased husband. 

" Vt/dsa : — After the death of her husband, rigidly 
practising the austerities of a student in theology, the 
widow should, after bathing, daily present water to the 
manes of her husband from the hollow of both hsmd^ joined. 

" 2. Day after day let her perform with humility the ] 

worship of deifcies ; and, constantly fasting at appointed 
times^ adore Vishnu. 

" 3. Let her give presents to the chief of priests, that 
her purity may be augmented ; and observe the forms of 
austerity prescribed by law. 

'* 4. A woman ever assiduous in her duty, thus redeems 
both her husband abiding in another world, and herself, 
Otbeauteous female I" 

" Smriti, cited in Dayabhaga Tatwa and Madanapari^ 
jata : — Whatever is most desirable in this world, whatever 
most delighted her husband, that must be given to some 
virtuous man by a widow anxious to gratify her lord." 

10. As regards judicial decisions, the Pundits of the 
Pecisionaiimit- Sudder Dewanny Adalut, who were consulted in the case 

ing the extent 

of widow's J 

power. 

' Colebrooke's Digest, Vol. II, p. 528; also quoted in the Dayabhaga 
Chap. XI, sec. 1, ol. 43. 
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of Mukhoda V. Kulleani^^ declared that, according to the 
Shastras^ " a gift by the widow of the whole estate of her 
husband is invalid ; but that a gift of a moderate portion A moderate 
of his property made by the widow, with a view to his 
spiritual benefit^ may be valid." Similarly in the later 
case of Ram £hunder Surma v. Gunga Gobind Bunhoa- 
jeah^ the Pundits gave a Vyavastha to the eflfect that the 
widow was competent to " make a gift proportioned to the Proportioned 
extent of her late husband's property for the benefit of his perty. 
souL" In the well-known case of The Collector of 
Masulipatam v. Cavelly Venkata Narainappa, the Privy 
Council observe that " it is admitted on all hands that 
if there be collateral heirs of the husband, the widow 
cannot of her own will alien the property except for 
special purposes. For religious or charitable purposes, or 
those which are supposed to conduce to the spiritual Larger powers 
welfare of her husband, she has a larger power of disposi- and charitable 
tion than that which she possesses for purely worldly pur- p^'P^^®^* 
poses." (8 Moore's Indian Appeals, p. 529.) Of course 
there is no specific proportion or limit laid down in the No specific 
law up to which the alienation is justifiable. The Pundits 
in their Vyavastha in the case from the 4th Select Reports 
above mentioned, indicated their opinion that the widow 
might so alienate from one to three-sixteenth of her hus- 
band's property, and in that particular case the gift of - 
nine-sixteenth of the property was declared illegal. 

11. The whole object of the Hindu law in giving a Decisions indi- 
qualified interest to the widow being that of securing the of pifus p^^ 
spiritual benefit of the deceased proprietor, certain decisions tutrv^ud*"*^**' 
of the High Court have drawn a distinction between pious alienations by 

. ^ , *• widows. 

|tirposes in so far as they are or are not conducive to the 
spiritual benefit of the husband. Thus, in the case of 

* 1 Select Reports, p. 82. 
 4 Select Beports, p. 147. 
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Kartick Chunder ChucherbvJtty v. Gour Mohun Roy^ it was 
mled that a Hindu widow oannot endow an idol with her 
husband's property or a portion thereof to the detriment 
of the reversioners. 

The judgment of the High Court (Pundit and Camp- 
bell, JJ.) runs thus : — 
Kartiek *' In this case the question is whether a widow can 

Chuckerbuuy v. eudow an idol with her husband's property, or a portion 
jj^ ^ '*'* thereof, to the detriment of the reversioners. Appellant, 
claiming to hold the property as custodian of the idol, 
contends that such a dedication is for the benefit of the 
deceased husband's soul, and therefore valid under Hindu 
law. But we think that, even under the Hindu text-books 
(which being written by Brahmins, take the views most 
favourable to Brahmins and priests), he has failed to shew 
any sufficient authority for his contention. He refers us 
to Sbama Chum's book, p. 61, where we find a question 
Spiritual bene- to this eflfect : — * For the purpose of raising her husband to 
^^tw!*^**^ a region of bliss, a wife may give away property left by 
him.' But in another passage, quoted in the main text of 
the same page, we find ' great benefit is done to a departed 
soul by paying his debts, by bestowing his daughter in 
marriage, and supporting his family ; indeed if these duties 
Endowing an ^® neglected, he is doomed to hell.' Nothing is said of 
*^nducive'*to ^^£^ * ^^^^ *® endowing an idol ; from this we rather 
husbMid'sapiri- gather that the fulfilment of the moral and religious duties 
of the deceased are those by which he is to be raised to 
bliss, not a dedication by the widow of the nature of that 
under which the special appellant claims, which, under 
any circumstances, could only be supposed to conduce to 
the spiritual benefit of the widow herself (who made the 
gift without her husband's consent), and is accompanied 



\ 
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by a temporal benefit to the special appellant to 
which he is not entitled. We dismiss the appeal with 
costs." 

12. In another case, Huro Mohun AdhikariY. Srimutti Pilgrimage to 

^ Benares not a 

Auluck Money Dossee (1. W. R., p. 252), it was held that legal necessity 
a pilgrimage to Benares by the widow was not a legal ne* 
cessity which might justify the alienation by her of her 
husband's property. Lastly, it has been held in the case of 
Ranjeetram Koolal v. Mahomed Warisy^ that the digging nor the dig- 
of a tank, although a meritorious act and a great conve- ^^^ ^ 
nience for the public, was not a legal necessity which 
could justify an alienation by the widow. 

13. It seems to me that these decisions lay down the Remarks: 
law rather too broadly by ignoring the distinction between 
spiritual welfare and legal necessity for worldly purposes. Spiritual wei- 
The promotion of the spiritual welfare of the deceased is distinguished 
a desirable object, although it may not be a necessity like necessi^^ 
the performance of the sradJi, the non-performance of 

which entails torments on the departed. If the religious 
act performed by the widow conduces to the spiritual 
benefit of the husband, I yenture to think that within 
proper limits the widow might alienate the husband's pro- 
perty. The case of Kartick Chunder Chuckerhutty ffindu widow 
(1 W. R., p. 48) assumes that there are certain acts of solely to her 

1*1 jv !•• »L * IT •!! xi. • 1 own Denefiti 

which the religious merit is solely acquired by the widow, 
and starting from such premises the learned Judges right- 
ly conclude that an alienation could not be justified for 
such religious purposes, as for example the dedication of 
the idol in that case. It seems to me, however^ that, under Authorities for 
the Hindu conception, it is difficult to say that the widow cipation from 

' n AQ AQBQf I 111 J a 

can perform any religious act with sole benefit to herself, band, 
excluding the soul of her deceased husband from partici- 

» 21 W. R., p. 47. 
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Vrihaspati. patioD therein. According to the text of Vrihaspati, cited 
in the Dayabhaga, Chap. XI, sec. 1, ^^in scripture 
and in the code of law, as well as in popular practice, a 
wife is declared by the wise to be half the body of her 
husband, equally sharing the fruit of pure and impure acts. 
Of him, whose wife is not deceased, half the body sur- 
vives." This text in itself is authority for holding that 
the husband and wife participate in the effects of good and 
evil actions, and that this partnership is not dissolved by 
the death of either partner. The widow is half the body, 
and the whole body shares in the results of the acts per- 
formed by the mundane half. This meaning is very clear 
from another passage in the same treatise.^ 

" But, on failure of heirs down to the son's grandson, 
the wife, being inferior, in pretensions to sons and the rest, 
because she performs acts spiritually beneficial to her 
husband from the date of her widowhood* [and not, like 
them, from the moment of their birth,} succeeds to the 
estate in their default. Thus Vyasa says : ' After the 
death of her husband, let a virtuous woman observe strictly 
the duty of continence ; and let her daily, after the puri- 
fication of the bath, present water from the joined palms 
of her hands to the manes of her husband. Let her day 
by day perform with devotion the worship of the gods, 
and specially the adoration of Vishnu, practising constant 
abstemiousness. She should give alms to the chief of the 
venerable for increase of holiness, and keep the various 
fasts which are commanded by sacred ordinances. A 
woman who is assiduous in the performance of duties, 
conveys her husband, though abiding in another world, 
and herself [to a region of bliss]. '^ 



Vyisa. 



• Dayabhaga, Chap. XI, sec. 1, els. 43 & 44. 

• Chuddmani, SWcrishn'a and Mahe'sVara. 

• S'ri*crishn'a. 
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" Since by these and other passages it is declared that 
the wife rescues her husband from hell ; and since a 
woman, doing improper acts through indigence, causes her 
husband to fall [to a region of horror] ; for they share 
the fruits of virtue and of vice ; therefore the wealth 
devolving on her is for the benefit of the former owner : 
and the wife's succession is consequently proper." 

The above aflfbrd very clear authority for holding that a groundless 
the soul of the deceased husband participates in the 
religious merit of actions performed by the widow, and 
consequently there is no ground for drawing a distinction 
between acts which are productive of religious merit to the 
[ widow solely and those which benefit the soul of her hus- 
band. 

14. The alienation, however, must be in good faith for Bona fdes of 

,,/.... .-I . J alienation. 

pious purposes and not for mjurmg the reversioners under 
the cloak of religion. There is always a natural tendency Gifts by chiid- 
in the case of childless widows, who alone can succeed ^^^^ °^^' 
to their husband's property, to aggrandise their paternal 
relations at the expense of their husband's relations. The 
Shastras have aimed at counteracting this tendency by 
specially inculcating upon her the auiy of assisting her 
hushancCs relations. Thus Vrihaspati, quoted in the Daya- 
bhaga, Chap. XI, sec. 1, cl. 2, specially recommends should be to 
the bestowal of gifts to the husband's relations and the relations*^ 
like, and in cl. 63 of the same chapter and section the 
text of Vrihaspati is again quoted with very significant 

comments : — 

" Let her give to the paternal uncles and other relatives 
of her husband, presents in proportion to the wealth, 
at her husband's funeral rites. Vrihaspati directs it, 
saying, * With presents offered to his manes, and by 
pious liberality, let her honour the paternal uncles of her 
husband, his spiritual parents and daughter's sons, the 
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children of his sister, his maternal uncles, and also ancient 
and unprotected persons, guests, and females of the family/ 
The term ^paternal uncle' intends any sapinda of her 
husband ; ^ daughter's son's, the descendants of her huS' 
hand's daughter ; * children of bis sister,' the progeny of 
her husband's sister's son ; ^maternal uncles,' her husband's 
mother's family. To these and to the rest, let her give 
presents, and not to the family of her own father, while 
such persons are forthcoming: for the specific mention 
of paternal uncles and the rest would be superfluous." 

16. In an early case a childless Brahmin widow, having 
succeeded to her husband's estate, made a gift of a certain 
portion of the lands to her own brother, notwithstanding 
the existence of her husband's brother's sons, alleging 
in the deed of gift that the land was bestowed for the 
spiritual benefit of her husband. Upon a reference to the 
Pundits the following Vyavastha was given : — 

^^ B. It does not appear from the question what quantity 
of the land was given ; but the gift of a small part only 
of the estate, for the spiritual welfare of her deceased 
husband, is legal ; because although it is laid down in the 
Dayahhaga and other books of law, that the widow of a 
deceased man who left no male issue, may only enjoy his 
property until her death, she is entitled to make a gift of 
small part of it for the benefit of her husband, which if 
she do, the gift should be upheld as legal." 

16. It will be observed that the Vyavastha does not at 
all deal with the question of the donee being the widow's 
own brother and the great doubt thereby created as to the 
good faith of the transaction. Looking to the positive 
injunctions in the Dayabhaga that the widow should 
bestow gifts on her husband's relations and not on her own 
relations, I think it would be safer to test such cases by 
the standard of good f»ith and to refuse their validity if 
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it should be Tonnd that the real motive for the gift was 
rather an aflfection for the vridow's own relations than a 
desire to benefit the soul of her husband. The case of The point set- 

tied by Ut. 

Mussummat Bijoya Dehee v. Mussummat Annapuma Dehee^ jBpoya Debeer. 
reported in 1 Select Reports, p. 215, would furnish some puma Debee. 
authority for such a course. There a widow made a gift 
of her husband's estate to her own daughter's son to the 
prejudice of other heirs, and an attempt was made to 
justify the alienation on the ground of its being " a 
charitable donation by the widow, beneficial to the soul 
of her husband." This attempt met with deserved failure, 
and the alienation was declared to be not binding on the 
husband's heirs. 

17. Connected with the question of a childless Hindu DispoatioM 

by S(Ui» 

widow's powers of disposition for charitable purposes, over 
property inherited from her husband, is the question of 
the powers of disposition of a widow about to become a 
SatL In the second volume of Strange's Hindu Law, there 
is a case^ reported which, truly read, throws some light 
on this point, although its significance in that respect was 
apparently overlooked at the time by the European author- 
ities concerned. It appears that one Pundita Royaloo The case of 
having died possessed of some self-acquired lands, and B^yyoioo, 
haying no male issue, the inheritance devolved upon his 
widow. She, however, ascended the funeral pile with Jiim, 
but before doing so she divided her husband's estate into 
*four parts, giving one part to her husband's brother's 
son, two parts to her husband's sister's sons and the 
remainder to Brahmins. The vridow was apparently 
dissatisfied with her husband's brother's son, and charged 
against him that his father, t.^., her husband's brother, 
had been degraded from caste, and she seems to have 



* Strange'a Hindu Law, Vol. IZ, p. 409. 
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been more favourably disposed towards her husband's 
sister's sons, her obsequies being performed by them at 
her desire. The degradation from caste, however, was not 
proved in the subsequent litigation, and may therefore 
be eliminated from the consideration of the legal pro- 
blem concerned. The case then stood simply thus, that 
the widow under the above circumstances had given one- 
fourth of her husband's estate to the immediate reversion- 
ary heir of her husband, one-half to her husband's sister's 
sons, and the remaining one-fourth to Brahmins. The bro- 
ther's son was dissatisfied with this disposition and brought 
a suit to set aside the gift by the widow to the sister's 
sons, as one in excess of her authority. The plaintiff 
Mallaya having apparently succeeded in the first Court, 
the sister's sons appealed to the Masulipatam Provincial 
Court, where the question was proposed to the Pundit, 
how far the widow had a right, by the Hindu law, so to 
dispose of the land left by her husband, or whether it 
became the property of his brother's son the plaintiff 
respondent ? The answer given was that " the wife of 
Pundita Royaloo had sufficient authority to give away the 
Dissents of land left by her husband." Colebrooke and Ellis, in com- 
and Ellis from mentiug upou this Vt/avastha, dissent from its correctness, 

the Vuavastka, . ,, „ ,, . , 

m the lollowmg terms : 
Colebrooke : — 

"It is maintained in the Madhavya, that no widow can 
give away immoveable property, coming to her from her • 
husband, without consent of the next heirs. This seems 
to be the correct doctrine. Pundita had doubtless power 
to give away his lands ; but what he did not give away, 
may, and should, pass in succession." 
JElUs : — 

" The widow had no right to make the gift in question. 
She had -a right to use the property for charitable pur- 
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poses ; but the law limits even these to what may be 
consistent with her circumstances and conditions in 

life." 

18. Colebrooke no doubt is correct in stating the Remarka. 
general proposition that a widow cannot give away the 
immoveable property of her husband without the consent 
of the next heirs, but he overlooks the special powers of 
alienation possessed by her for religious and charitable 
purposes. The husband's sister's son {bhartuh svastriya) is 
specially enumerated as a fit recipient for the widow's 
liberality in the text of VrihaspcUt, quoted in Dayabhaga, 
Chap. XI, sec. 1, els. 2 and 63, and the same text is quoted 
in the Viramitrodaya^ (Chap. Ill, Part I, sec. 2) as a 
text of Prajapati. Ellis, indeed, had this in mind, but he 
objects to the Vyavastha on the ground that the independ- 
ent power to give away property for charitable purposes is 
a limited power having regard to her circumstances in life. 
There is no doubt that this is true in the general sense, 
and in any ordinary case a- gift by the widow of one-half of 
the husband's estate for religious or charitable purposes 
would be considered excessive. It seems to me, however. Great spiritual 

1 r 1 1 1 T7" at * 1. • • i»i."L •!•• beDefits con- 

that the Vyavastha is correct m view 01 the special privi- ferred to 

leges conferred upon an intending Sati. The spiritual J^^]^*^^ ^^ 

benefits conferred by such a widow upon her husband are 

immense and innumerable. 

^^ Angiras^ : — That woman who, on the death of her Angiras. 
husband, ascends the same burning pile with him, is 
exalted to heaven, as equal in virtue to Arundhati. 

" 2. She who follows her husband to another world, 
shall dwell in a region of joy for so many years as there 
are hairs on the human body, or thirty-five millions. 



' Golap Chandra Sastrl's trans- p. 153 and p. 156 ; also qaoted in 
lation, p. 134. Ra^rhunandan's Suddhi-tattvam, 

• Colebrooke's Digest, Vol. II, Mathuranath's Ed., pp. 4-5. 
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'* 3. As a serpeniM^atcher forcibly draws% snake from 
his hole, thus drawing her lord from a region of torment, 
she enjoys delight together with him. 

^^ 4. The woman who follows her husband to the pile, 
expiates the sins of three generations, on the paternal and 
maternal side, of that family to which she was given while 
a virgin, 

*' 5. There, having the best of husbands, herself best of 
women, enjoying the best delights, she partakes of bliss 
with her husband in a celestial abode, as long as fourteen 
Indras reign. 

*' 6. Even though the man had slain a priest, or returned 
evil for good, or killed an intimate friend, the woman 
expiates those crimes: this has been declared by An- 
giras. 
f "7. No other effectual duty is known for virtuous 
women, at any time after the death of their lords, except 
casting themselves into the same fire. 

'' 8. As long as a woman, in her successive transmigra- 
tions, shall decline burning herself, like a faithful wife, 
on the same fire with her deceased lord, so long shall she 
be not exempted from springing again to life in the body 
of some female animal. 

" 9. When their lords have departed at the fated time 
of attaining heaven, no other way but entering the same 
fire is known for women whose virtuous conduct and 
whose thoughts have been devoted to their husbands, and 
who fear the dangers of separation." 
Vyasa. *' Vt/dsa ^ I — Leam the power of that widow, who, 

hearing that her husband has deceased, and been burned 
in another region, speedily casts herself into the 
fire. 



*-«r 



* AUuded to in Baghunandana's Suddhitattvam, 






^ "^LBCf. VI:] DISPOSITIONS BY SATI. 175 

" 2. Thdftgh he have sunk to a region of torment, be 
restrained in dreadful bonds, have reached the place of 
anguish, be seized by the imps of Yama, 

" 3. Be exhausted of strength, and afflicted and tor- 
tured for his crimes ; still, as a serpent-catcher unerringly 
drags a serpent from his hole, 

" 4. So does she draw her husband from hell, and 
ascend to heaven by the power of devotion. There, with 
best of husbands, lauded by the choirs of Apsaras, 

" 5. She sports with her husband as long as fourteen 
Indras reign." 

The Sancalpa} for the widow desiring to immolate her- The Sancaipa 
self on the funeral pyre of her husband^ is evidently fram- 
ed on the basis of the above text of Angiras : — 

'^ On this month, so named in such a pacsha, on such a 
titki^ I (naming herself and her family*) that I may meet 
Arundhati^ and reside in Swarga ; that the years of my 
stay may be numerous as the hairs on the human body ; 
that 1 may enjoy with my husband the felicity of heaven, 
and sanctify my paternal and maternal progenitors, and 
the ancestry of my husband's father ; that lauded by the 
Apsarases^ 1 may be happy vrith my lord, through the 
reigns of fourteen Indras ; that expiation be made for my 
husband's offences, whether he has killed a Brdhmana^ 
broken the ties of gratitude, or murdered his friend,^ thus 
1 ascend my husband's burning pile. I call on you, ye 
guardians of the eight regions of the world : Sun and 
Moon ! Air, Fire, -3jther,* Earth and Water 1 My own 

> Oolebrooke's Essays, Vol. I, the memorable massacre of the 

p. 115 ; Raghanandan's Suddhitatt- Gshatriyds, by Parasu-Bama, the 

vam, p. 28. Gshatriyds describe themselves 

' Gotra the family or race. from the same Gotras as the Brdh- 

Four great families of Brdhmdnas mdnas. 

are now extant, and have branched * Wife of Vasishtha. 

into many distinct races. Since ^ Acdsa. 
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Scull YamaI Day, Night, and Twilight f And. thou, 
Conscience, bear witness : 1 follow my husband's corpse 
on the funeral pile.^ " 
Expiation of "The chief characteristic of/Saf I «m," remarks Tod,* is its 
by Scui, expiating quality : for by this act of faith, the Sati not only 

makes atonement for the sins of her husband, and secures 
the remission of her own, but has the joyful assurance of 
reunion to the object whose beautitade she procures." 
The Saii^a ^®* Colcbrooke in his Essay on the duty of a faithful 

SS^^Stion Hindu widow^ quotes from a ritual the direction that the 
widow about to immolate herself should make a present 
of her jewels to the Brahmins. These no doubt are her 
stridhan property which she could always dispose of at her 
own will and pleasure. But practice, if not precept, seems 
extended by to have extended her powers of disposition. A widow, 
precept/ °° practising the tUq of Sati, was looked upon as the incarna- 
tion of the great Sati^ Parvati, who renounced her life 
rather than tolerate an indignity upon her husband. Such 
women had supernatural powers ascribed to them, their 
.utterances were revered as prophecies,^ and naturally it 
would be considered as some sort of sacrilege if anything 
out of her husband's estates which she had chosen to give 
away to a fit recipient should be sought to be resumed. 
In Steele's valuable compilation of the customs of Hindu 
castas, it is stated that " a widow becoming a Sati, with- 
out children, may give away all her husband's property,'' * 
and in another place it is even more broadly stated that 
"a widow about to become a Sati is entitled to give 
away all her husband's property." '^ 



* In several publications the 


• 

p. 668. 


woman has been described as plac- 


• Vol. I, p. 122. 


ing herself on the pile before it be 


 Vide Tod's Rajasthan, Vol. I. 


lighted ; but the ritual quoted is 


p. 668. 


conformable to the text of the 


» Tod*s Rajasthan, Vol. II, p. 132. 


Bhagavata. 


•p. 232. 


* Annals of Bajasthan, Vol. I, 


' p. 174. 



CHAPTER VII. 

(^Lecture VII.) 

On* Property Dbdicatbd for, or Subject to, 

Pious Uses. 

Property wholly dedicated : the origin of the principle of impar- 
tibility, 1. — Decisions : Elder vndow of Baja Chutter Sein v. Younger 
widow of Baja Chutter Sein, 2; Bajender Dutt ▼. Sham Chand 
MUter, 3.— Private property partly subject to pious uses : 
alienable and partible, ^.—Decisions : a property not wholly dedicat- 
ed, partible subject to the truaty—Sonatun By nock v. Sreemutty Juggut 
Soondrefi Dossee, 5 ; property not wholly endowed, alienable subject 
to the trust, — Futtoo Bibi v. Bhurrut Lai Bhukut, 6; Basoo Dhul 
y. Kishen Chunder Qeer Go8sain,7; joint property, not actually 
dedicated to an idol, but held subject to a trust in its favour, 
partible, — Bam Coomar Paul v. Jogender Nath Paul, 8. — Property, 
not wholly debutter, is subject to the law against perpetuities and 
liable to be attached and sold in execution; Ashutosh Dutt v. 
Doorga Chum Chatterjee, 9. 



1. Property dedicated for pious uses has been made 

cated. 



Property 

impartible under the Hindu law, as much, I believe, from whoUy dedi- 



8 on 



f. the fundamental idea of its not being private property as 

r 

I from a desire to maintain the uninterrupted use of the 

same for the pious purposes. Gautama in his Institutes Authoritiei 
(XXVIII, 46)1 declares that " property destined for pious impartibiUty. 

i uses or sacrifices " shall not be divided. Catyayana in a 

I text quoted in the Digest* (Book V, Chap. V, Sec. 2, v. 

> 365) enumerates *' property which has been appropriated to 

religious uses " amongst the impartible things. A text of 
Vi/dsa^ quoted in Dayabhaga, Chap. VI, Sec. 2, ol. 25, 



» Sacred Books of the Bast, Vol. II, p. 306. (Also Sup. 48 of MSS.. 

Chap. II). 
» Colebrooke's Digest, Vol. II, p. 471. 
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Toffa-ksKema 
prarhdram, 



Ydjfam, declares m^ as one of the things not liable to partition. 
Jimatavahana explains ^vi to mean ^rw^mif ^m WT 
either a place where sacrifices are performed^ i^.^ the 
Yajna-sdld or hall of sacrifice of ancient times, or else an 
idol. The text is also quoted by Jagannatha in his Digest, 
Book V, Chap. V, Sec. 2, v. 364,^ where the same inter- 
pretation is followed. The same text is quoted in the 
Mitakshara, Chap. I, Sec. 4, cl. 26, as a text of Usanas^ 
and in cl. 27, Vijnanashwara interprets the word ^ilW as 
^r^nr^ai sacrificial gains acquired by oflSciating at religious 
ceremonies. A similar conflict exists as to the true inter- 
pretation of the words iftil^ ?l iJ^nf in Menu, IX, 219, in the 
enumeration of impartible things. Jimutavahana quotes 
this text as of Menu and Vishnu in Dayabhaga, Chap. VI, 
Sec. 2, cl. 23, and in cl. 24, interprets those words to mean 
i^Ulli|i|«f|9ri||^KirT^Mill|ifl9vnCtf^ " furniture for repose or 
for meals — beds, and vessels used for eating and sipping (or 
drinking ) and similar purposes" — in which sense that sloka 
would have nothing to do with our subject. Another 
interpretation favoured by the Ratnacara and Kulluka 
Bhatta makes the words mean " family priests or spiritual 
counsellors and the road by which cattle pass,"* which is 
xpiained in ©q^^lly irrelevant for our present purposes. The meaning 
with which we are concerned is given in Mitakshara, Chap. I^ 
Se^. 4, cl. 23, and the same texts are quoted and the 
interpretation repeated in the Vira Mitrodat/a, Chap. VII, 
Sec. 2. I will read from Babu Golap Chandra Sirkar's 
translation of the latter work (p. 249) which seems to be 
more accurate than Colebr coke's translation of the corre- 
sponding passage in the Mitakshara ; — 
roffo-kshemam. "Other kinds of property not liable to partition are 
mentioned by Manu thus : * clothes, vehicles, ornaments, 



as e 
Mitakshara. 



» Colebooke*s Digest, Vol. IT, p. 470. 

* Digest, Vol. II» p. 470, and KuUuka's Commentary. 
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prepared food, water, women, religious fund and chari- 
table works (j/oga-'kshemam)^ as well as a passage are 

declared to be not liable to partition.' 

'*The term ' religious fund ' {yoga) means a fund for the 
performance of religious ceremonies ; and ' charitable 
work' (kshemam) signifies a reservoir of water, or the 
like, constructed for public benefit. The impartibility of 
these two, though raised or made at the charge of the 
paternal property, are set forth as examples : since, 
directly or indirectly, a partition of these is not possible, 
far less when these are hereditary. Accordingly, LangAk- 
shi declares, — ' The sages declare that charitable work is 
a reservoir of water or the like constructed for public good, 
and that religious fund is property set apart for the per- 
formance of religious rites: these two are pronounced 
impartible : so are the bed and the seat.' Some hold, that 
the term yoga-kshema intend those who perform sacrifices 
and charitable works, as the king's minister (of charitable 
works), the (family) priest, and the like. Others say that 
it signifies weapons, cow-tails, shoes and similar things. 

" ' A passage ' is a way for ingress and egress to PrachAram, 
and from a house, garden or the like ; this also is 
impartible." 

2. In the early case of the Elder loidow of Raja Deumttw lands 
Chutter Sein v. the Younger loidow of Raja Chutter Sein two\dois may 
(1 Select Rep. old ed., p. 180) it was decided by the Sudder ^ ««P*^»*«^ » 
Dewanny Adawlut of Calcutta, acting on the Vyavastha of 
their Pundits, that although deiouttor lands were not hered- 
i table property, but only the management of them for 
religious purposes was hereditable, where lands had been 
endowed to two idols, it was lawful for the heirs of the 
original founder to form distinct establishments by mutual 
consent, and after such division, one heir could not claim to though impar- 
participate in another's affairs. The above case assumes niy. 
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the position that ordinarily dewuttor property is not 
partible amongst those interested in the worship. 
f'^SaH^^^ 8. In the case of Rajender Dutt v. Sham Chand 
MiutT, Mitter^ the family dwelling-house had been absolutely and 

validly given to the idol, the donor's sons being appointed 
managers, a suit by one of the heirs for the partition of 
the said house was dismissed. 
Property not 4. The cases which we have hitherto considered are 
oated. * those of the complete transfer of property from the ori- 
ginal proprietor to an idol : other endowment cases, how- 
over, occur where the property is not absolutely given, but 
only a charge created thereupon for specified purposes. 
In such cases the property is both alienable and partible 
subject to the trust. 
SoMUunBytach 6. The leading case upon this point is that of Sonatun 
yttffgtu^Soon' Bysack v. Sreemutty Juggut Soondree Dossee, 8 Moore's 
dru Dossee. j^^j^^ Appeals, p. 66. 

Provwionsof The facts of the case were : that Bamdoss Bysack, a 
Hindoo, by Will, gave all his moveable and immoveable 
property to his family idol, Sree Sreejut Esskore Muddun 
Mohun Thakoor which he had " established in the house and 
of which he" was "the maZi A or proprietor." After stating 
ill his Will that he had four sons, he directed that his pro- 
perty should never be divided by them, their sons, or grand- 
soifs in succession, but they should enjoy "the surplus only." 
The Will also empowered the testator's eldest son, that he 
shall " as a servant of the Esshore Thtkoor control over 
and manage the entire estate," and attend to the festivals 
and ceremonies of the idol, and maintain the famil3^ The 
Will further directed thai whatever might be the surplus, 
after deducting the whole of the expenditure the sum should 
be added to the corpus, and in the event of a disagreement 



*s 



» I. L. R. 6 Cal., p. 118. 
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between the sons and the family, the testator directed 
that, after the expenses attending the estate, the idol, and 
the maintenance of the members of the family, whatever 
net produce and surplus there might be, should be divided 
annually in certain proportions among the members of the 
family. The managership was to devolve on the death of 
the eldest son, upon the oldest in age of the surviving 
heirs ; and inheritance was restricted to male issues only. 

At the date of the Will, the family were joint in estate^ State of pro- 
food, and worship. The accumulations of the income were 
divided as directed by the Will. 

One of the four sons of the testator died, leaving three and family, 
sons, one of whom Hurry mohan^ also died without a issue, 
leaving a widow. The family had remained undivided in 
estate, food and worship up to the death of Hurrymohan. 
His widow sued for a life interest in her husband's share Suit by widow, 
of the property, and for a suitable maintenance if it was 
held that her husband's interest in the property had 

'"''"ted on his death. She contended that the disposal Her conton- 
of tJbto testator's moveable and immoveable property to 
the idc was void, and that the restriction upon aliena- 
tion was also void, as tending to create a perpetuity ; and 
lastly, " that having regard to the whole of the Will, 
the trust, if any, in favour of the idol, could only 
be construed as a trust to the extent of what is sufficient Seeking parti- 
te keep up the worship of the idol in a proper and portionment 
becoming manner, having regard to the position of the ii^^t^^J!^ 
testator s family." She therefore prayed for a partition of 
the estate and also for an account of what amount of 
property was required to be set aside and appropriated for 
the due performance of the worship of the idol. 

Oif appeal from the decretal order of the Supreme prfyy Council 
Court, the Privy Council by their judgment held that ^'''*^^''*- 
** although the Will purports to begin with an absolute gift 
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in favour of the idol, it is plain, that the testator contem- 
plated that there was to be some distribution of the 
Dedication not property according as events migh tarnt out/* From the 
directions in the Will as to the accumulation of the sur- 
. plus from the testator's provision " for whatever surplus 
should remain out of the interest of the property, the 
expenses of the idol being first deducted," and from 
" looking at the expenses of the idol, it was plain to their 
Lordships that tlie bequest to the idol was not an absoltUe 

gift. 

Gift to sons The judgment also declared that the bequest was " to be 

subject to J . 

chai^g^ of idol's coustrued as a gift to the testator's four sons and their 

soryice 

offsprings in the male line, as a joint family, so long as 
the family remained joint, and that the four sons were 
entitled to the surplus of the property, after providing for 
the performance of the ceremonies and festivals of the 
Testamentary idol, and the provisions in the Will for maintenance ;" and 

power of , /»!_•• 

Hindoos. it was further said in this connection that the extent of 
the testamentary power of the Hindoos must be regulated 
by the Hindoo law. 

Pamny undi- It was also declared that the fact of the division of the 

Tided, , , , 

income arising out of the testator's estate among the 
members of the family after the testator's death did not 
constitute a division of the family. 
Shares herita- By a true construction of the Will, by considering the 

ble and desoen- «•! •.. i ,. , ,i 

dibie. tamily as a joint and undivided family, and the testator 

having intended that the property should pass from his 
four sons to their sons and to their grandsons, their 
Lordships arrived to the conclusion that Hurrymohan 
came into his share on the death of his father. "It is a 
share of the property of the joint family, descendible, 
therefore to the heir to whom that property would ^o in 
the absence of any provision made in the Will." The 
•consequence was, this share descended to his heir, hid 
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m 

widow, so far as she wjp entitled tocher widow's estate! ^ 
In this case, she was entitled to a third share of a fourth 
part of the property and accumulation, without prejudice 
to her rights as a Hindoo widow '* when the joint family Conclusion. * * 
shall be separated." It will thus be seen that, in the , 
opinion of the Privy Council, such a property was parti- 
ble, subject to the trust. 

6. In the case of Futtoo Bibi v. Bhurrut Lai Bhukut,^ Fvuoo BxH v. * 
.the property in question was some land subject to the BhAtkut, 
trust of keeping up a feer^s tomb. It did not appear 

that the whole of the profits arising from it was devoted »*roperty not 
to religious purposes. It was not therefore an absolute * 
waqf. It rather appeared to be a heritable estate bur- 
dened with the abovementioned trust. Therefore, follow- 
ing some decisions of the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut,^ it was Alienable 
held that this land being a heritable property burdened trust. 
with a trust, it may be alienated subject to the trust. 

7. The decision in the last mentioned case and the deci- Bcumo Dhui t. 
sions of the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut, referred to above, Geer Gouain. 
were followed also in the case of Basoo Dhul v. Kishen 
Chunder Geer Gosscdn^ In this case, the plaintiff, Kishen 
Chunder, sued to set aside the sale of some lands by his 
spiritual father, Bhoobunessur Gossain, on the ground 

that they were dedicated for the food of the idol Jugger- 
nath and for other religious purposes, and that the «ale 
of them under such circumstances was illegal. 

The defence was that the sale was not illegal ; for, the Property 
property so sold was not wholly endowed for religious ^ndowecU 
purposes. The evidence showed that the whole of the 
profits derivable from the property were not dedicated for 
religious purposes. A certain sum of money was charged 
on the land annually for a certain religious purpose, but 

» low. R., p. 299. 

» S. D. A. Reports of 1858, pp. 586, 1028 and 1218. ^ 

• 13 W. R., p. 200. 
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. ' ' ; ' *the ramftinder of 'jjbie profits ^ta9 lefjk in the hands of the 

* * ' .' . Qossaia tp be employed either for his own purposes or for 

charitable purposes, as he shotdd consider fit. 
Held. alienable Jockson^ •/.,' in holding that^the sale was good, made 
«^J^. ^ the following observations : '^ The distinction as regards 

the power to sell such property seems to 'turn upon the 
point whether the property is wholly ' dedicated to reli- 

* • ' . gious purposes, or whether a certain poriion of its profits 

only are charged for such purposes. The precedents 
quoted from Marshall's Reports, p. 303,^ and the Weekly 
Reporter, Vol. X, 299, and the cases from the late Sudder 
^Dewanny Adawlut Reports mentioned in the last of the 
three decisions, distinctly lay down the ruling that, although 
. a certain property is burdened with the payment of a certain 

charge^ it does not follow that the property cannot be sold. 

The sale of such property is subject to the charge or lien 

which was originally imposed * upon it. The decisions 

which are quoted on the ' other side are cases where the 

whole of the property has been endowed and not only a 

' portion of it." 

Rom Ooonutr 8. Another case of this class is that of Ram Coomar 

Jogender Nath Pa^^l V. Jogender Nath Pa'uL^ In this case the suit 

Pail?. y^^ brought for a partition. " The plaint stated that the 

common ancestor of the plaintiff and the defendant and 

his<fiye sons acquired certain properties ; that, on the death 

* ijmaUe pro- o^ ^^^ ancestor, his five sons separated amokg themselves, 
tolLrs'*^^* and each* took a certain share (16 bighas) of lands for his 

own expenses, and the remaining portion of the lands they 
held in ijmalee among themselves ; that one of them 
became the manager of this portion of the lands, made the 
collection of the rents, and from the profits thereof paid 

the expenses of the Rash^ Dole^ etc., festivals and the 

Ik - 

* Jadubindu Odhikaree v. Lokenath Gir^i dt othert, 
« * I. L. R., i Oal., p. 56. 
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worship of the i)^t?a^-^all^f \?hlcji are^^a^trimcMiial ; and ; z ' . ' ^, 
that the balance of the money 1;hey divided aniong them- ., * *^ 
selves. ' The defence substantially was, that iihe whole of ponteuWon 
the ijmalee land was the* property of the. idoL. It was belonged to -«" 
found in the lower Court that a certain portion of the '* \ .*.. ' 
land (94 bighaS and 6 cottahsj was dewuttor and notparti.- . . 

* " *  ' • * 

ble, and a decree t^as made for a partition of the repaaiiji-. 

•• • 

der." ^ * ' . . . ' ' * • 

^_ ^.^ * • "' ji' ' 

The High Court, on appeal, held that it was not shewn Dedication not 

that this latter portion of the property had been trans- ^^**^^ * 

ferred from the family and dedicated to the idol'. The 

case was remanded to the lower Court for the determina- • 

tion of this point, and it was directed that " if they (e.^., 

the lands other than the dewuttor land 94 bighas and 6 

cottahs and the bhatee land 80 bighas) were dedicated to the 

idol and ceased to be the property of the family, except 

otherwise than as representing the idol, then these lands 

are not partible. On the other- hand, if he finds that they Question of 

remained as the property of the several members of the §e*^endeS; 

family subiect to a trust in favour of the idol, and that only F^°^ <*? 

'I 'f ' J dedication. 

the profits of these lands were dedicated to the worship of 
the idol and the surplus-proceeds were distributed among 
the members themselves, then the decree (for partition) 
will stand." 

MarJcby^ J^, in the course of delivering the judgment in Remarks by 
this case, obse/ved : *' The case is somewhat like the case ^^^^^y ^^ 
of Sonatun Bysack} There the Will begins vith this 
statement that the property was given to the idol ; but 
nevertheless, relying mainly upon a subsequent clause in 
the Will, by which it was declared that the members of 
the family of the testator should have an interest in the 
surplus, the Privy Council came to the conclusion that the 
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QuMtion of 
intention. 



Partition » 
proper where 
no actual 
transfer to 
idol. 



Reference to 
Radha Mohan 
Mundul v. 
Jadoamonee 
l>€utee. 



Askviosk DvU 
T. Doorga 
Chum 
Ch4xJtterjee, ^ 



property remained in the family and was not transferred 
to the idol, and that it was only subject to a tmst in favour 
of the idol. It is argued here, and we think correctly, 
that all these cases must depend upon the intention of 
the parties. Nevertheless; this judgment of the Privy 
Council is a guide to us as to what our decision ought to 
be in this case ; and it seems to me clearly to indicate 
that we should be going considerably beyond what the 
plaintiff states in the plaint, if we were to say that it con- 
tains an admission that this land is the property of the 
idol. I also think it clear upon the decisions that^ unless 
the property is transferred from the family and dedicated to 
the idol, the partition ought to take place. There may be 
some inconvenience in carrying on the worship of the 
idol, should the property be partitioned ; but nevertheless 
partition is an incident of property in this country, and if 
the property is the property of the several members of 
the family and has not fceen actually dedicated to the idol, 
I think that the authorities show that the several members 
have a right to partition. A strong case in favour of the 
right to partition is that of Radha Mohan Mundul v. Jadoo" 
monee Dasee^y where the claimant of a share admitted that the 
property was in a sense devmttor property. She claimed, 
nevertheless, that as sebait she had a right to a separate 
shaje of the dewuttor property. Here the property could 
scarcely be called dewuttor property at all. It is, as in the 
case of Sonatun Bysack^^ the private property of the 
family, subject only to a trust in favour of the idol. There- 
fore, upon the fact as found by the lower Court below, I 
think that the decree for a partition was right." 

9. One more important case of this class is the Privy 
Council case of Ashutosh Dutt v. Doorga Chum Chatter^ 



» 23 W. R., 369. 
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jee.^ The facts of the ca|e are that Saraswati Debi, a 
Hindoo lady, left by Will to her three sons (Doorga Chum, 
Shama Cham, and Bhogobnti Churn) a taluk belonging to 
her to support the daily worship of an idol (Eshore Talnk be- 
Thakoor Raj Rajeshwar)^ and to defray the expenses of idols service, 

_i • I "I !• • • / jt_ 1 /» 7~i 7 "^mth beneficial 

certain other religious ceremonies (as the parbans of Dole interest to 
JaJttray Rash Jattra, &c.), with a provision that, in the *™* ^' 
event of there being a surplus after these uses had been 
satisfied out of the revenue of the said lands, such surplus 
should be applied to the support of the family. At the 
same time the Will also directed that " beyond performing 
the aforesaid worship of the Deb^ and the ceremonies and * 
poojas, none of my heirs shall have any interest in or Directions in 
profit from my property. And they will have no power in^giFt^or wJe 
of gift or sale over it. And it will not be attached or 
sold on account of their debts." 

The appellant, Ashutosh Datt, obtained a money-decree Attachment 
against Doorga Churn Chatterjee, the respondent, and in decree, 
execution attached one-third share of the above taluk. 
Thereupon Doorga Churn and his brother Shama Churn judgment- 
intervened, alleging the dewuttor character of property contention, 
under the abovementioned Will, and contended its liability 
to be sold for the private debts of Doorga Churn. 

The decree-holder contended that the Will was not judgment- 
genuine, and even if genuine that the alleged endowment contentions, 
of the idol was a mere device, whereby Saraswati intended 
to secure the taluk in question to her sons clear of liability 
for their debts, and was invalid as contrary to the law against 
perpetuities. And it was also contended that Doorga Chum 
had a considerable beneficial interest in the property. 

Both the lower Court and the High Court held that the 
Will was genuine and bond fide, and that the property was 

> I. L. R., 5 Gal., 438. 
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dewuttor, and not liable to be attached or sold for a private 
debt. 
PrjTy Council Qn appeal to the Privy Council, it was held that, 

held, property '^^ ... 

not wholly accordin£F to the construction which their Lordships put 
Upon the Will, the property could not be said to be wholly 
dewuttor. " They consider, that it created a charge upon 
the property for the expenses of the daily worship of 
the idol, as it was performed at the time of the death 
of the testatrix, and of the poojas, shradhsy and religious 
ceremonies for which provision is made in the Will. For 
the purpose of this decision the charge may be termed 
generally a charge for such religious acts and ceremonies. 
Case of So far the case falls within the class of which that of 

followed. Sonatun Bysack v. Sreemutty Juggiitsoondry Dos^e^ may 

be referred to as an example." 
Nature of the According to the opinion of their Lordships, the provision 
•urpfua.**' of applying the surplus income to the support of the 
family, amounted to a bequest of the surplus to the 
members of the joint family for their own use and benefity 
and that each of the sons of the testatrix took a share in 
the property, which, after satisfying the religious and cere- 
monial trusts, might be considerable, and could not be 
presumed to be valueless. 
Prohibition of ^^ ^^^ ^^^ heXA^ that directions given by the testatrix 
fii^v^Lnlt in -her Will to the eflFect, that her heirs should have no 

inoperative. ' 

power of gift or sale over the property bequeathed, and 
that it should not be attached or sold on account of their 
debts, being inconsistent with the interest actually given, 
were wholly beyond her power, and must be rejected as 
having no operation. 
^ . . The property was consequently held to be liable to 

attachment and sale in execution. 

^ 8 Moore*> I. A., p. 66. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

(^Lecture X.) 

On the Institution of Tanks and Wells. 

Enumeration of PuaxTA works, 1 ; classification of wells, 2 ; embanked 
reservoirs, 3; classification of tanks, 4.— Additional texts extolling 
MBKIT of constructing: Purtta works, 5 ; equal merit of repairing;:, 
6.— Rules op Construction : location of wells, 7 ; their size and 
shape, 8; rule for embanked ponds, 9.— Ckkemonies of Conse- 
cration: Time for commencement or consecration, 10; t?ie Sankal- 

l pa, 11 ; the ritual as in Bahwricha, 12 ; as in AshwaUyana : 

I punydhehvd-chafM and Vdgtu-ydga, 13 ; subsequent ceremonies, 14 ; 

f the worship in the Mandapa, 15 ; the same as in Matsyapurdna, 16 ; 

^ Varunaf the apparent presiding deity, 17 ; pratishthd of his image, 

18 ; the milky tree, 19 ; the Yupa or sacrificial post, 20. The sdntU 
21 ; substances used in Sdnti-kalasa, 22. The special ceremony of 
crossing by a cow, as prescribed by Bahuricha, 23 ; by Ashwalayana, 
24 ; by Kapila, 25 ; by Hayasiraha, 26 ; the cow to be given away, 
27.— Throwing elBgies of aquatic animals into the water, 28. — 
Formula of dedication, 29. — Concluding ceremonies: throwing of 
pancha-gabya, feasting Brahmans and presenting offerings to them, 
30.— Further ceremonies in case of tanks : the installation of Ndgch 
yaahti or the serpent rod, 31.— The finale, 32.— Effect of dedication ; 
Legal consequences, 33 ; use by dedicator prohibited, 34 ; dedicator's 
right in subsoil, &c., 35 ; his right to repair and control, 36 ; pro- 
hibition of bathing in tank excavated by another, 37 ; effe^ of 
dedicator's low caste, 38.— Rules for preservation of tanks, 39.— 
Sale prohibited, iQ.—Jalaasum tenure, 41 ; free gift of land for tanks 
and wells. 42.— Decisions of the Calcutta High Court, 43 i—Hur- 
narain Oosain v. Shambhoo Nath Mundal^ ib. (1) ; Puzeeruddeen v. 
Mudoosoodun Pal Choiffdhury, ib, (2) ; Jadoonath Sircar v. Banumali 
Sircar, ib. (3) ; Ghunder Kant Chuckerbutty v. Bar^ko Behary Chun- 
der, ib. (4) ; Muhamed Akel v. A8udunn.i8a Bibee, ib. (5) ; Bengal Goal 
Co. v. Hurdaydl MarwaH, ib. (6).— Sec. 37 OF Act XI OF 1859, 44. 

1. We have seen before^ that the construction of re- Construction 
servoirs of water is classed by the Hindu sages amongst charitable 

• ^ work. 

^ Ante, Lecture I, p. 27. 
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Enumeration purtta Or charitable works. The most cominon enamera- 
'* tion of these reservoirs is vapi-kupa-tarhagdni, 4 phrase 
occurring in the texts of Yama^ Atri, Jdtukama and the 
Vardha Purdna already quoted in the same connection.^ 
In the earlier literature of the Parisliishtas the same enu- 
meration occurs ; the Ashwaldyana Grihya Partshishta^ 
introducing this subject as vdpddi vidhi^ *«ules relation 
to vdpis and the rest/ which is amplified in the Bahwricha 
Grihya Parishishta^ which speaks of vapi-'kupa-^arhagayaj' 
nam in the same connection. Pushkarinis are mentioned in 
a text of Vydsa already cited,* and all four are mentioned 
in a text of the Matsya Purdna} This, however, does 
not exhaust the enumeration, as will be seen below. 

2. Wells are divided by the Hindu writers into two 
classes, namely kupa and v&pL The kuva is the ordinary 
excavated well, the kud of Bengal and Hindusthan. The vapi 
is a well with a flight of stairs leading thereto, the haoli of 
Upper India. The distinction between the two is thus set 
out in the Dpaitanirnaya? " The kupa is a hole without a 
door ; the v&pi is the same built with stairs." The latter 
word is also used in another sense as will appear below. 

3. Embanked reservoirs are mentioned in the Aditya 
Purdna under the name of setu-iandhasJ The water in 
the slopes of hills or in declivities is retained by the erec- 
tioiT of mounds or embankments, and in Western Bengal 
they are commonly known as handhsy the same word 
denoting the bund as well as the reservoir. 



Wells, cUasi- 
fication of. 



Embanked 
reservoirs. 



* ArUey Lecture I, p. 26. 

• ^t^ ^rmnW^fV: i iv, 9. 

Bib. Ind., p. 342. 

* Quoted in «l^lll^*||il!^ 
p. 509. 

^ Ante, Lecture I, p. 26. 

* Quoted in «l¥l*l<n^SlWr 
p. 505. 



«WT*wt?^Jnf^ p. 



505. 



V Quoted in ^^HKl^^iifl^ 
p. 505. Cf, Ghosha's Durga Fuja* 



note 39, pafi^es li-lii. 
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'4. Tanks are variously classified according to size, as Tanks, ciaasi- 

^pushkarijiiy dirghik^ drona, tarhdga, vdpi, sarovara and ^^^^°' 

sdgara. According to Vashishttha^ a tank up to four 

hundered cubits (in perimeter) is a pushkarini^ up to 

twelve hundred cubits, a dirghikd^ up to sixteen hundred 

a dronaj up to two thousand a tarhaga^ and up to sixteen 

thousand cubits a vapi, Vrihaspati ^ classifies reservoirs 

into ijapi^pushkariniy sarovara and sdgara according to their 

size being one hundred, two hundred, three hundred, or 

upwards respectively. Some of the names still survive in 

the vernacular languages. Pashkarini or its abbreviation 

pushkami is the common name for a tank in the Bengali 

language, which is also the same as4he Bengali pukhur^ 

and the Hindi pokhur. Dirghikd derived from the root 

dirgha (long) survives as dighi in Bengali and is used in 

the same sense. I am not sure whether the Hindi tdldb 

and tdl have any connection with the Sanskrit tarhdga, but 

sdgar and its synonym samudra (vulg. samundar) are still 

used in the old sense, and the Bengali sair^ which is only 

the decayed form of the Sanskrit sdgara^ is also so used. 

6. As to the religious merit to be acquired by construct- Reiiffious 
ing these water-reservoirs which are known by the generic ^ ^con^*^"*tf- 
name of jaldsaya^ we have the following special texts in "^ reservoirs, 
addition to those already cited {supra^ Chap. I, sec. 24) 
proclaiming the reward of purita works in general. The Texts— 
Ashwalayana GrihyaParishishta^ declares the merit flowing Ashwai^yana 

« . i J. J" • J J • • i.u • Grihya Pari- 

irom water standing m an endowed reservoir m the six shishta. 
seasons, spring, summer, rains, &c., to be equal to that 

* Texts quoted in «I^Ilt«ft?^- lt«?TWJ^ l^lQ^ITftfTT^'reftrftf I 

ii'nn p. 605. ^ ^ See these paraphrased in the 

» Quoted in «I^IH^«I« ^ftt texts of Mahdbbarata, and Vishnu 

p< 510. Dhflbrmottara quoted in Uemadri, 

• IV, 9 Bib. Ind., p. 343. Danakhanda, Adhy. 13, Bib. Ind., 

^^frfhU^TtipciiPfTrirfil^^ PP- 1005-1006, and p. 1006 respec- 



tively. 



Vishnu Dhfir 



• # 



Skaoda 
Pur^a. 
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derived respectively from the performaace of tke 4#AtAz« 
medha, R&jasuya^ Agnishtoma^ Uktht^a^ Vdjapiva. anii Ati-^ 
rdtra sacrifioes. . . " 

Vishnu Dharmottara} — " As there is no sdstainiiig of 
life in both worlds, withoat water, consequentli^ the wise 
man should always construct reservoirs of wa*£er. A well 
is equal to the Agnishtoma satrifice, in a dniert it equals 
the Ashwamedha. The well flowing with' drinUig watec 
destroys all sins. The well-maker, attaining heaven, en- 
joys all pleasures." 

Skanda Parana} — "The man who makes a beauteous* 
well, full of water, and bestows the same, adorned with 
eight variegated bamiera upon worthy Brahmins after 
having feasted them, rescues (from hell) fifty generations 
of ancestors and sojourns to the mansions of Varuna, 
accompanied by the melodious song of heavenly nymphs." 
Nandi Purfoa. Nandi Purdna} — " He who digs a bowli or well in a 
place destitute of water, attains heaven for a hundred years 
for every drop (of water contained therein). His resem- 
blance to the gods is complete as he is ever free from 
* hunger and thirst." 

Vishnu Dharmottara} — The nfttkers of reservoirs do not 
see the mansions of Yama ; hence a man should make a 
beautiful well with care ; and a howli is equal to ten wells." 
J^ishnu}- ^' Half the sins of a well-maker are de- 
stroyed in the drinking water issuing therefrom. The 
maker of a large tank, ever satisfied, attains the abode 
of Farwwa." 



Vishnu Dhar 
mott^Era. 



Vishnu. 



^ Quoted in fiemadri, Dana- 

khanda, Atlhy. 13, Bib. Ind., p. 
1001. 

* Quoted in Hemadri, Dana- 
khanda, Adhy. 13, Bib. Ind., p. 
1002. 

* Quoted in Hemadri, Dana- 
khanda, Adhy. 13, Bib Ind., p. 



1002 ; the first portion is quoted in 

«nirn«rt?5j^^rffH, p. sos. 

^ Quoted in Hemadri, Dana- 
khanda, Adhy. 13, Bib. Ind., p. 1003. 

* Quoted in Hemadri, Dana- 
khanda, Adhy. 13, Bib., Ind., p^ 
1002 ; the first portion is quoted in 

«Rim^t?^iwf*r, p. 605. 
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"^The? Fe^ShM J9Aarmo^^ara.^—" Promises heaven to the v%gknu ^ 

makers ot^ wells and large tanks. 

■«* * * 

Aditya Furina?—^*' Those who devote themselves to Aditya 
the construction of bandhsy the cleansing of ghdts^ the ^*'^'^' 
construction of tanks and wells, are released from all fear * 

of thirst (iri the next life)." * •. . 

Vishrvu DMh^mottara.^^^ The makers of water-reser- Vishnu • • 

voirs do^ttot' see'the abode of Yama, therefore should a ^^ ^^Iz. 
person (desirous of such result) carefully construct a well . ^ 

of beautiful shape ; and similarly (the construction of * * . 
one baoU is equ^l to (that of) ten wells." 

Nandi Purdna^, — " He who establishes a baoU accord- J!^andi 
ing to rule, in the presence of fire, and having worshipped 
with faith the four oceans in the waier-jars placed in the 
(four corners), has made the gift of the earth up to the end 
of the four quarters. Having duly worshipped Brahmins 
in its proximity, with food and drink, he sojourns to the 
mansions of Varuna, blessed with fulfilment of excellent 
desires." 

Yama.^ — *'The man in whose tank there is a peren- Yama, 
nial supply of water obtains the passage of heaven, there 
can be no doubt in this. Ithe maker of a tank dwells in ,. 

heaven for four yugas. The man who makes a tank in 
which at any time a Brahmin or a cow has taken a driivk 
dwells in heaven for ten yugas." « 

Mahdbhdrata.^ — " The gods, men, deceased ancestors, MakdhMrcUa, 
gandharvaSy^erpentSy rdkshasas, and plants take the shelter 



* ^ff|JHM*TiK: + + + + 
^^nCT ^mfiPTMl Quoted in 

«I^I>l41i^i?n#, p. 605. 

* Quoted in Hemadri, Dana- 
khanda, Adhy. 12, Bib. Ind., p. 
1002; also 

quoted in «l«r*l^l^Jl^, p. 505. 

* Quoted in Hemadri, Dana- 

P, HLE 



khanda, Adhy. 13, Bib. Ind., p. 
1003. 

^ Quoted in Hemadri, Dana- 
khanda, Adhy. 13, p. lOOl. 

* Quoted in Hemadri, Dana- 
khanda, Adhy. 13, Bib. Ind., p. 1005. 

* Quoted in Hemadri, Dana- 
khanda, Adhy. 13, Bib. Ind., p. 
1005. 
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Vuhnu 
Dharmottara, 



Merit of 
repairing old 
tanks. 



Vishnu, 



of a reservoir of water. All the progenitors of a man 
obtain salvation who excavates a reservoir in which cows 
and good men always drink water. The man in whose 
tank, cows, other quadrupeds, birds and hnman beings are 
• relieved of thirst by drinking, obtains the reward of the 
^Ashwamedha, What they drink, what they bathe, and 
what they rest, all that conduces to endless- rewards in the 
next world for the maker of the tank." . ^ 

Vishnu Dharmottara}^— ^^ The maker of a tank attains 
the abode of Vamna for ten thousand years or for a kalpa ; 
he acquires even greater religious merit by making it on a 
road-side. The maker of a tank full of water in a desert 
attains the abode of Brahma seated on a car resplendent 
as the sun. ************* 
He who makes a stream for irrigation, becomes the bestow- 
er of food, drink and life, and doubtless reaches the 
abode of Bhagiratha. ****** By making 
a water-pipe (prandla) he acquires great religious merit 
and is exalted in heaven. The wise man who excavates a 
tank with his own hands obtains the same reward as the 
performer of the Rajasuya and Aswamedha sacrifices. He 
who is the maker of a resenl)ir of water participates in 
the fruit of all acts productive of religious merit whicTi 
w:e performed there by other persons." 
" 6. As in the case of temples, high rewards are pro- 
mised not only for the construction of new, but also for 
the repairs of old, ones. # 

Vishnu? — " In wells^ groves, tanks and temples for the 
gods, the man who repairs them afresh has the same 
reward as the original maker." 



> Quoted in Hemadri, Dana- 
khanda, Adhy. 13, pp. 1006-1007. 

• Quoted in Hemadri, Dana- 



khanda, Adhy. 13, Bib. Ii 
p. 1003 •; also quoted in 9T^ 

«jA<ra, p. 505. 



LBC. X.] . LOCA!riON OF WELLS AND PONDS. • 195 

7. As to location, the Devi Purdna} enjoins the location B«ies for 

of wells J;o the past or north, and Vardha Mihira lays weiis. Va/rdha 
down the following rules on the same subject : — 

" A well being situated in the south-east of a village 
or town is likely to occasion constant danger from fire and 
men. A well in the south-west causes loss of children^ 
and one in the north-west threatens the wife. Wells in 
any other direction (except these three) are productive of 
good." 8 

8. As to size and shape, according to the Devi PuTdna^ Their size and 
the depth of a well should exceed five cubits and tipwards, PwrdJm. 
and a round shape is auspicious. Garga^ is of opinion 

that a well should be from more than five cubits to twenty- • 

five cubits in depth and of a circular shape. 

9. The following rules, with reference to embanked Rules for 
ponds, are laid down by Vardha Mihira^ : — ponds. VaiUha 

Mihira* 

« A pond extending in a direction from east to west . 
retains the water much longer than one running from 
north to south, because the latter is more often exposed to 
rupture by the agency of billows roused by the wind. 
Let him who wishes to yiake such a pond stem the con- 
flax of water by means of strong timber, or make the 
dams on every side from stones and the like, the soil being 
rendered hard by trampling of elephants, horses, &c. 

"The banks must be shaded by Terminalia Arjuna, 
banyan, mango^ wavy-leaved fig, Nancha kadamba, along 



' Quoted in Hemadri, Dana- Danakhanda, Adhy. 13, p. 1004. 
khanda, Adhy. 13, Bib. Ind., 

p. 1003. * Quoted in Hemadri, Dana- 

•Brihat Samhita, Adhy. 54, khanda, Adhy. 13, Bib. Ind., 

8ls. 97-98, Bib. Ind., p. 297. P- ^^^* 

J. B. A. &..J!f. S., Vol. VI. . „ .^ „ ^. 

pp 308-309 Brihat Samhita, Adhy. 54, 

, ' 21. «-a. sis. 118—120, Bib. Ind., p. 301. 

IPTJ ^^*<l^<5 ir*t TO j^ R. A. S., iV. S., Vol. VI, 

^0^T^{ I quoted in Hemadri, p. 311. 
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with Barringtonia, rose-apple, rotang, Nancha Nipa, 
Barleria, tal, Acoka and Bassia, intermingled with 
Bakola. 

^* On one side let a flood-gate be made, in snch a manner 
that the passage be built with stones, and let a pannel 
without fissures be fixed in a frame, and covered by grit 
heaped up against it." 

Time for 10, The auspicious times for commencing: or consecrat- 

commence- , * ° 

ment. ing Water reservoirs are the same as those laid down for 

houses, temples and images. They need not therefore be 
repeated here. 

The sankaipa, 11. The sankolpa for a pratisfuthd of the present nature 
should, according to Raghunandana,^ recite as the reward 
for the execution of the proposed work the maker's stay 
in heaven for one thousand years for every drop of water 
accumulated therein. Hemadri^ directs the sankaipa to 
be performed the day before the consecration ceremony, 
as also the performance of the vriddhi shraddha and the 
svasti vachana* 

The ritual as 12. The ccrcmony of consecration is a very short one 
^^Orih^"" as described in the Bahvricha Grihya ParisUshta} On 
Faruhtskta, ^j^ auspicious day the worshipper sets up fire altars near 
the reservoir, selecting ground which may slope to east or 
north ; oblations with appropriate mantras are offered to 
tne water-god, Varuna, and then a cow is made to enter 
the excavation of the reservoir, the worshipper holding 
the tail, and the priest bringing up the rear of the pro- 
cession.. The cow is made to come out in the north-east 
comer, certain texts being recited during the journey. If 
she makes a sound during the journey, then other texts 
are to be recited. Afterwards the cow properly adorned 

* ^«m^^«u/lf|%i, p. 505. • Quoted in «l^l»i«ft<^iil'^, 

* Danakhanda, Adhy. 13, Bib* p. 509. 
Ind., p. 1016. 
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is to be bestowed on a Sdmavedi or otber Br&hmin, and a • 
present made to the Acharya, or officiating priest^ accord- 
ing to the worshipper's competence. The dedication is 
then to be made by the formula : May the gods, the 
pitris and human beings be gratified. It is specially 
added on the authority of Saunaka that the worshipper 
should then feast the Brdhmins and cause them to recite 
blessings. 

13. In the Grihya Parishishta of Ashwaldyana^ the The ceremony 
ceremony is described with greater elaboration. The wor- oh^^^ ^^ 
shipper goes to a clean and pure place draining to the ^«^^*«*^« 
east or north, and there to perform the ceremonies of 
punydha vachana and vastu puja, . Necessarily the site 

must be close to the reservoir constructed or proposed to 
be constructed. Hemadri ^ too directs the performance of 
the vastu ydga on such an occasion, and so does Baghu- 
nandana,^ according to which latter authority the vastu 
ydga should be performed on the day of the consecration* 

14. According: to the Ashwalayana Grihya Parishishta* Subsequent 

^ . ceremonies, 

the performance of the vastu ydga is followed by the 
appointment of priests, the preparation of fire pits and 
mandapas as already described for the pratishtthd of 
images, and these directions are followed by later authori- 
ties. 

15. Ashwalayana^ directs the priest to enter the man-- The worship 
dapa with the worshipper placing the milky-tree in its ^^^^® ^^^' 
front, and to worship in the inside the golden images of 
Brahmdy Vishnu Isa and their wives, as also of Vindyaha^ 

placed in a mandala or mystic circle. He also mentions Effigies of 
golden effigies of aquatic animals to be placed around animals, 

* IV, 9, Bib. Ind., p. 342.  Ashwaldyana, IV, 9, Bib. 

* Danakhanda, Adhy. 13, Bib. Ind., p. 342. 

Ind., p. 1016. « IV, 9, Bib, Ind., p. 343, 

* ^l^m^n^ii^'wr, p. 505. 
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The same as 
in Matsya 
Purdna, 



Varuna the 

presiding 

deity. 



PratiihttM 
of his image. 



The milky- 
tree. 



the divine images. Kalasar or water-pots filled with river- 
water, and auspicious substances and adorned with cloths, 
&c., are to be placed in four corners of the mandapa and 
worshipped. 

16. The representation of the aquatic animals is thus 
developed in the Matsya Pur&na^^ a tortoise and shark of 
gold, a fish and water-snake of silver, a crab and frog 
of copper, and a porpoise of iron. *In the same work the 
worshipper is directed to enter the mandapa by the western 
door, after having been bathed in auspicious water by 
Br&hmins learned in the Veda, bearing white garlands 
and garments, smeared with white unguents, accompanied 
by his wife and issue. 

17. The Yajna for fire-sacrifice offered in the mandapa 
is appropriately one in honour of Varuna, the water-god. 
In the Satapatha Brdhmana^ the brightly burning fire is 
designated Varuna, and according to the Matsya Pur&na^ 
the fire invoked on the occasion is that known by the 
name of Varuna. 

18. The earlier ritual confined the worship of Varuna 
to the aforesaid Yagna, but in the Hat/asirsha Pancharor 
tra^ a development is introduced in the shape of the 
pratishtthd of an image of the water-god and his family 
within the reservoir. 

"19. The milky 'tree which Ashwalayana directs to be 
planted before th6 mandapa would most naturally be a 
branch of one of the trees of that description. The 
milky-trees mean literally trees exuding thick sap like 



C'v 



^ Quoted in Hemadri, Dana* 
khanda, Adhy. 13, Bib. Ind., 

p. 1017; also quoted in ^IWX' 

v:^min^, p. 507. 

* II, 3, 2, 10. Sacred Books of 
the East, Vol. XII, p. 340. 



^fj^l^*** I Quoted in ^ftWT- 

K^f^fRW^i, p. 609. 

 Quoted in ^RffTH^tl^'hl 
p. 508. 
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milk ; but they are technically understood the four holy 
fig trees, ashwattha^ 8fc.^ which have been previously re- 
commended for the archways of the mandapa. 

20. In the Kapila Panchardtra} it is recommended The ydpa or 

• 1% • •/* 1 Ti \ sacriJicial post 

that the ydpa or sacrificial post (figured like a serpent) in the KapiiA 

should be placed to the north-east of the reservoir, five 

cubits distant from the excavation. The Matsya Purina^ The same in 

declares that the ydpa should be made of the wood of a p^2i* 

milky tree and three cubits high, or it might be made 

equal in height to the worshipper. 

21. The completion of the Varuna Yajna is marked in The a&iui, 
the Bahvricha Grihya Partshishta ^ by the usual sprinkling 

with auspicious water. In the Ashwaldyana Grihya Pari^ 
sMshta * we have the fuller direction that the worshipper 
should be bathed with the water from the sdnti-^kalasas^ 
after which the water in the jars is to be drunk by one- 
thousand, one hundred, fifty or even one cow with calf, 
to the accompaniments of hymns in honour of Surya. 

22. The substances to be used in the adnti^kalasas are Substances 
enumerated in the Matsya Purdna to be earths of the iaiatat, 
following kind, namely, dug up by an elephant, dug up 

bj a horse, earth from a road, from an ant-hiU, from a 
junction of rivers, from a lake, from a cow-house and from 
the junction of four roads ; gorochand ; white mustard 
seeds ; guggulu ; and fragrant substances ; accompanied 



» Quoted in V^ll^li^iilV'Hi, * Quoted in «RIT»l^livi" 

p. 609. , , p. 609. 

•Quoted in «I«im«n<^^«'^,  IV, 9, Bib. Ind., p. 343. 
p. 609. 

* Quoted in «I*il*l^<^'r?l^*, p. 509. 

'^nrt Jam ^^ ^w^npwf^ ii 
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Pancha, 
pallava. 



Khsira hrik- 
ika. 



The " Oorut- 
tarana " 
ceremony. 



As described 
by Bahyricha. 



by the flve^leaves. The earths described above may be 
usefully compared with those recommoiended for the purifi- 
cation of images in connection with their pratishtthd. 
The five-leaves (pancha bhanga or pancha pallava) are the 
leaves of the ashwattha^ udumbaray plakhsha^ vata and 
ehuta} The first four, sacred representatives of the fig 
tribe, collectively styled khsira brikshasy * milky-trees,' we 
have frequently met with in connibtion with religious 
ceremonies. The fifth is the mango tree, also treated as 
one of great auspiciousness. 

23. The ceremonies up to this stage are directed to be 
performed for all kinds of reservoirs. The succeeding 
ceremony of " Goruttarana^^^ or causing a cow to cross 
the water, cannot, from the very nature of things, be per- 
formed for wells of any kind.^ The earliest available 
description of the ceremony is obtained from the Bah-^ 
vricha Grihya Parishishta^ where the worshipper causes 
a cow to enter the water, reciting a text which invokes 
her to purify the liquid, and holding the animal by the 
tip of its tail, and followed by the Acharya. He comes 
out in the Isana (north-east) corner (a direction sacred 



«!^fm^t?«^im*, p. 509. 

 ^fliqii^ S^rf^ \ ^^m^i^Jim', p. 699. 



In Western India, it seems, the 
ceremony is observed in aU cases 
by simply making the cow walk 
round the tank or well, as would 
appear from the following extract 
from MandaJik's Note on pubUc 
charities, appended to his transla- 
tion of Yajnavalkya :— 

•* Dharma-sindhu lays down 
that until the ceremony of Gorut- 
tarana (the walking of the cow 



round) the tank or well, including 
her going to drink water therein, 
is made and followed by the ut- 
sarga (enunciation), the water 
should not be used" (p. 337). But it 
is not easy to comprehend how a 
cow could go down an ordinary 
well to drink water therein. 

" Quoted in «l^m*n*(J'r?m', 
p. 509. 
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to the gods, as we have already seen), invoking the cow 
or the earth (as typifying the same), to produce good 
pc^tnre in the locaKty. The cow is then to be bestowed The cow 

* ^ " ^ bestowed on a 

on a S&mavedi Brahmin, adorned with a cloth round her s^mavedi 

Brahmin. 

neck, gold on her horns, copper on her back^ silver in her 
hoofs, accompanied by a bull-calf and a bell-metal milking 
vesseL 

24. In the Ashwaldyana Grihya Sutra^ the cow singly, 
or if the means of the worshipper admit, a much larger 
number of cows in her company, is made to drink of the Cows made to 
sacred water in the s&nti-halasas to the recitation of hymns sacred water. 
to Surya, before entering the water, about which the 
additional direction is given that the entrance should be 

made from the mrrita (south-west) corner, which is the 
exact opposite of the corner at which the egress is accom- 
plished. 

25. In the Kdpila Panchardtra} the worshipper is en- The worship- 

• • 111 •111* •/»•!_•• per to be 

joined to be accompanied by nis wite m his journey across accompanied 
the water, and he is directed to cross from west to east, ^ ^ ®" 
so that he faces east during the whole process. 

26. The HayasiTsha Panchardtra^ improves upon this '^fu^^**^^^ 
by including all the relations of the worshipper in the p®' <» accom- 
procession, and by directing the ornamentation of the cow worshipper. 
to be made before its advent into water. 

27. After crossing the water, the Bahvricha Grihya 
Parishishta directs the bestowal of the same on a qualified 
Br4hmin. The Kdpila Panchardtra,^ however, requires Cow to be 
an oblation of water from the cow's tail to be performed BShmin. 
on the eastern bank in honour of the deceased ancestors of 

the worshippers before the cow is bestowed on the Brahmin. 

* Quoted in ^Wl'flwifl^*, * Quoted in ^HT^rt^JriWf'. 

p. 509. 

• Quoted in «RITVi<ri<^J|l|^*, p. 509. 
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kesara^ vakulaj champakay vilva or khadira* Vrihaspaii^ 
enjoins the rod to be impressed with the marks of chakra 
and tritula, a direction which may have originated with 
the occurrence of similar marks on the hoods of snakes, 
and will now be identified with the respective insignia of 
Vishnu and Siva^ Baghnnandana gives an elaborate 
ritual for the installation of the ndga-yashtu It is washed 
with fragrant water, oil and turmeric, durt?a-grass, &c., 
pancli&mrita and fruit-water, appropriate texts being re- 
cited on each occasion ; then a flag with small bells is 
tied to the rod ; it is then worshipped with pddya^ &c., 
ornamented with flowers, Ac, and carried near the excava- 
tion. The Acharya then vivifies a silver image of Varuna 
and throws the same into the water, followed by various 
purificatory substances. Then the rod is invoked by other 
texts and placed in the water accompanied by the mantra 
ydpa-briksha, &c., which serves to illustrate the connection 
between this ndgor-yaahti and the yiipa of earlier literature. 
The rationale of the rod so placed in the water would seem 
to be (1) to draw the attention of passers-by to the ex- 
istence of the reservoir ; (2) to denote the depth of the 
water ; (3) to sustain a tired swimmer. 

Worship of 32. According to Raghunandana the ceremonies con- 

nitiesfand clude with the worship of the Jala Matris or certain 
B^hmma^&c ^^^^^ divinities ; the circumambulation of the sacrificial 
fire ; the worship of the thirty-gods Surya and the rest ; 
and a parting invocation by way of apology to Varuna 
asking his forgiveness. After this^ the reservoir is cir- 
cumambulated by a procession with loud music from the 
conch-shell and other instruments, and with a vessel 
pouring a continuous stream of milk. The final step, 



* Quoted in ;^5r^?(^?^5?m\ * KdpUaPancharatra, quoted in 
p. 510. ^^iC^1<giiff^', p. 511. 



XEO. X.] EFFECT OF DEDICATION. 205 

according to Baghnnandana, quoting the Matsya Purana} 
as his authority, is to feed one thousand, eight hundred, 
fifty or twenty Brahmins according to the means of the 
worshipper. 

33. The water of a reservoir so dedicated ceases to Reservoir of 
be private property according to the Hindu religious idea, dedicated 
and is equally the property, not only of every human p^ate^o- 
being but of every animated being in creation. In com- ^^"^e^^^^e 
mentinff on the text of Katyayana : " He who hires, at a property of 

*=* '' *' ©very animat- 

fixed rent, a house, A pool of water, a market place or ed being, 
the like, shall be compelled, in a court of justice^ to pay 
the rent of it, until he restore it to the owner." Jagan- 
natha^ quotes the observations of the Vivdda Ratndkara 
and the Vivdda Chintdmani that a pool of water in the 
above passage means " one made by another man, and not 
consecrated, but intended for use in this world ;" and 
further proceeds to add the logical conclusion that " it 
appears therefore that no rent should be paid for a con- 
secrated pool to him who made it." This extinction of 
the right of property in the consecrator is mentioned by 
Baghnnandana,^ who is of opinion that the consecrator 
by relinquishing his own right makes the water of the 
consecrated tank common property like that of a river, 
&c. ; this public right, however, does not arise unless the 
consecration has been effected with the text : " This, water 
has been given by me to all beings in common ; let all 
beings be satisfied by bathing, drinking and immersion." 
The same idea is thus alluded to by KuUuka Bhatta. Menu 
in his Institutes, IV, 202, prohibits the use of another 
person's well without his permission on penalty of being 
saddled with one quarter of his sins. Kulluka in com- 

' Quoted in ^JT^T^li^l^', ^^' 2, si. 101, Madras reprint. 
p. 511. Vol . II, p. 50. ^ 

» Digest, Book III, Chap. I, ' «l^mwt^Wf "W*, p. 510. 
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menting on the above remarks that the above prohibition 

does not apply to the case of a well which has been 

dedicated for the nse of all. 

Thededicator*s 34. Certain writers forbid a person to nse the water 

^ter. Di£fer. of a tank SO dedicated by himself, upon the principle 

opinion. ^&t a man ought not to take back what he has given 

himself. Raghnnandana, however, combats this opinion 

and permits the dedicator to nse the water just as any 

other member of the public. 

The fab-M>ii, 35. As the dedication, however, is of the water alone 

and the bftolcs , ■%■%•• •» • •* r» 

remain the for use by ablution and drinking the right of property 

deiumtor. in the sub-soil and surrounding banks would remain with 

the dedicator if he chose to retain the same, subject to 

the granting of reasonable facilities for the user of the 

rights granted in the water. Similarly he would retain 

if he chose to do so the exclusive right of property in 

the fish and other products of the tank. The public who 

obtained a right to the water could not make a destructive 

nse of it, as by cutting the tank for purposes of irrigation 

which is not only outside the scope of the grant, but 

would altogether defeat the primary object by drying the 

reservoir. 

Mandaiik*8 36. Mandalik, writing about the utsarga ceremony in 

the right to the casc of tanks and wells, &c., observes, that ** the repair 

so dedicated, and cpntrol of the things thus dedicated, and the owner- 

• ship of which has been renounced, generally rest with the 

renouncer according to the usage of the country." He 

then quotes the following remarks of Mitra Misra from 

Viramitrodaya Vyavaharaddhyaya, which tend to confer 

on the dedicator a sort of guardianship over the thing 

dedicated. 

" But ownership, so far as protection is concerned, does 
exist in the donor even when his ownership, consisting of 
the power of disposition at pleasure, has been withdrawn 



I 
I 

\ 
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(by renunciation) nntil the final aceomplisliment of the 
purposes of the donor, who seeks a certain merit accord- 
ing to precepts (or gifts) ; for the act imported by the 
word gift will not be complete until the ownership of 
another has arisen. The ownership will in this instance 
(exist) in the same way as (it does in) the case of substances 
sacrificed, lest sin arising out of prohibitions about their 
being touched by prohibited (animal or person) should 
stick (to the sacrificer). In this way (i.^., on the above 
hypothesis), the possibility of a stranger appropriating (a 
thing given in the former case) and of the forbidding 
(an unclean touch) being precluded (in the latter case) 
will not arise, although the ownership of another (viz.^ 
the donee) has not arisen (in the thing given). The 
practice of the learned, too, in both cases in respect of 
protection is based on that (limited kind ownership which 
has been referred to before)."^ 

37. Menu in his Institutes, IV, 201, and Apastamba* Difference of 

• opinion 

prohibit a person from bathing in a tank or other reservoir between Menu 
excavated by another person, and the former in a succeed- yaikya regard- 
ing sloka (IV, 203) recommends the resort to natural Softer L 
streams, reservoirs ^nd springs. There can be no doubt ©^Vated by 
that, generally speaking, natural water would be more *^**^®^' 
clean and healthy than water stored in an artificial exca- 
vation. The total prohibition of the use of the Igtter, 
however, being impracticable we find Yajnavalkya^ direct- 
ing that one bathing in a reservoir excavated by another 
should first dig out five balls of earth. This rule, if fol- 
lowed, would provide an automatic machinery for the * 
perpetual preservati^ of the tank from silting. 

* See MandalWa Vyavahara ' Institutes, II, Adhy., si. 5, 
Mayukha and Yajnavalkyaf Bombay edition. 
Appendix II, p. 337. ' Quoted by Kulluka in comm., 

Menu, IV, 201. 
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Stii^a 38. Notwithstanding the public property in dedicated 

the iise of Waters, a stigma attaches to water from reservoirs con- 
reservoir «)n. structod by men of low caste. The association of ideas 

loJT^to men. ^^^ ^ ^^^^ g^^^ ^^ "^^^^ f^om the hands of such a 
person may account for this feeling. Pardsara^ lays 
down a penance for drinking water from a tank excavated 
by a chandala. 

Value of tanks 39. The valuc of tanks for irrigation purposes was 

for irrigation , . o r r 

purposes. early recognised by the Hindus, and rules laid down for 
their preservation. In the Mahdbhdrata^ Narada en- 
quires of Yudhishtira, whether in the latter's realms there 
be tanks large in size, and full of water, placed at proper 
localities so as to make agriculture independent of rain. 
Menu^ prescribes a penance for the complete draining 
of a well or tank, which might be ascribed to the sin of 
depriving others of the use of the water, or to that 
flowing from the loss of aquatic life resulting from such 
an operation. Severe penalties are provided in other 
passages of the same sage^ for those who destroy tanks 
or obstruct the course of water-streams. 

^ej)f a tank 49. The Sale of a tank is spoken of by Menu^ to be 
equally sinful with the sale of a wife or child. 

Jai samn 41. It often happens that a man owning a piece of 

excavation of land Suitable for the construction of a water-reservoir 

another man's is uHable or unwilling to take upon himself the trouble 

rent.* * ^^* and expense attending such an operation. In such cases 

it is very common for him to make over the land to 

another person who is so willing for a consideration of 

a quit rent. Such a tenure is called jal sdsun and is 

very common in the western districts of this Province. 



* 10 Institutes. VI, 23. • Institutes, XI, 164, comm., 

• Sabha Parvam, V, 77, Roy's KuUuka. 

©d., p. 14. -• Menu, IX, 279, 281. 

* Institutes, XI, 62. 
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The grantee has the right to the tank and such quantity 
of land around irrigated therefrom, as may be arranged 
beforehand between the parties. Considering the capital 
outlay and the fact that for the most part arid and waste 
soils are selected for the purpose, the tenure is always 
hereditary and the rent low and permanently fixed. Upon 
such a tenure the tank is the private property of the 
grantee. Generally he allows his neighbours to take 
water from it for bathing and drinking purposes as a 
license, though, as a matter of law, if he should consecrate 
the tank by the universal formula, the water would no 
longer remain his exclusive property, but be open equally 
to the use of all persons and animals for drinking and 
bathing. 

42. It is not unusual, however, for the superior land- Gift of land for 

construction of 

lord to forego his rent, and provide instead for the free a water reser- 
distribution of the water for his tenants or for the general nunciation of 
public. In addition to the religious motive there is also in are^merit<Sous 
many such cases the secular incentive of an improvement *®*®' 
in the property on account of the convenience to. the 
tenants on neighbouring lands. The gift of land for the 
construction of a water reservoir is also productive of high 
religious merit according to the Shastras, Vishnu Dhar- 
mottara (quoted in Hemadri Danakhanda : Adhy. 7, Bib. I^egal decisions 

_ , about the valid- 

Ind., p. 502) : — " He who gives land for the construction ity or other- 
of a water reservoir attains the abode of Varuna." free grants for 

construction 

43. In connection with such a condition, the following of water reser- 

voir 

cases have been decided in the Calcutta High Court : — 

(1) Hurunarain Gossain v. Shumbhoo Nath Mundul and Hurunoumin 

11X1 ^ a TT T Oossain v. 

others} — This case was heard by Loch and Seton-Karr, J J., Shumbhoo 

n • t 111 AcUh Jdundul 

who were of opinion that, " under the law as at present arid others. 
understood and acted on," grants for tanks were invalid and 
resumable by the zemindar. " The jumma to be assessed on 

* 1 W. R., Oi?il Rulings, p. 6. 
P, HLB 14: 
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the tanks will naturally be the julknr that appertains to, 
or is fitting for, property of that nature." It appears, 
however, that at the time this case was decided a similar 
point was awaiting decision in a case before the Full 
Bench, and their Lordships accordingly limited their 
'^ present orders to a declaration of the plaintiff's right 
to assess rent on the three tanks " in dispute, subject to 
the decision of the Full Bench in the other case. 
Peauruddin ▼. (2) It scoms that this other case was no other than the 
PalCkowdhu' case of Peezuruddtn v. Mudhosoodun Pal Chowdhury^^ 
*^' which was decided in the following year by a Full Bench 

on a reference by Mr. Justice Loch himself. The facts of 
the case and the substance of the decision arrived at by 
the Full Bench will appear clearly from the following 
head note of the case given in 2 W. R., p. 295 : — 

•* A zemindar, by a sunnud dated in 1830 (after recit- 
ing that there was no water in Talook A, and that, the 
river being at a distance, great inconvenience was felt for 
want of water, in consequence of which desertions took 
, place in the village) granted to B twenty-two beegahs of 
land rent-free, stipulating that B should dig a tank on 
the land and continue to distribute water. The grantee* 
dug the tank and continued to distribute water. In a 
suit to annul the grant, on the ground that it was void 
under sec. 10, Begulation XIX of 1793, held by the 
majority of the Court (dissentient, Levinge, J.), that 
grants of land made by zemindars free of rent are void 
under the provisions of that enactment. But further 
held, by the majority of the Court {dissentientibuSj 
Trevor, J., and Loch, J.), that the grant in questioa 
is valid, the reservation of a right to the use of the 
water by the tenants of the zemindaree being a benefit 
or service in the nature of rent reserved to the zemindar 

» 2 W. R. P. B., p. 15 ; B. L. R., Sup. Vol., p. 75. 
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and that the grant was therefore either not one of those 
intended to be dealt with by sec. 10, Regulation XIX 
of 1793/ or was one which the zemindar was empowered 
to make by Regulation XLIV of 1793." 

In the judgments passed by the learned Judges who 
composed the Full Bench, a good deal of discussion will 
be found as to the meaning and intentions of the Govern- 
ment in passing the above Regulations and as to the 
validity of rent-free grants created by zemindars, and 
the imports of the terms " rent " and " revenue " used in 
the Regulations. We need not enter into these details, and 
for our present purposes, it will be sufficient to note some 
remarkable comments of some of the learned Judges in 
this connection. 

> 

Mr. Justice Norman, the Officiating Chief Justice, ob- judgment of 
served, that " by the acceptance of the grant in question, noJtiim, Offi- 
the grantee and his heirs are bound to allow the tenants j^^w, 
of the zemindar in the village to take water ; and that 
liability is one which might be enforced by the zemindar 
or his successors, owners of the zemindary for the time 
being, if the grantee failed to continue to distribute 
%ater, or, in other words, to allow use of the water in the 
tank to the tenants of the village." 



* Section 10 begins as follows: — 
" All grants for holding land 
exempt from the payment of rev- 
enue, whether exceeding or under 
100 beeghas, that have been made 
since the 1st December 1790, or 
that may be hereafter made by 
any other authority than that of 
the Governor-General in Council, 
are declared nail and void, and 
no length of possession shall be 
hereafter considered to give valid- 
ity to any such grant, either with 
regard to the property in the soil 
or the rents of it." 
** The object of this law, it was 



said, was to prevent the interests 
of Government being prejudiced 
by reason of the rent or revenue, 
remaining to the zemindar and 
accruing from the other por- 
tions of the estate, being insuffi- 
cient to meet the public demand 
for the whole estate. Government 
had also intended to protect the 
rights of the descendants of the 
zemindar and to prohibit grants, 
which would be seriously detri 
mental to these rights." 

See Field* 8 MegulationSt PP* 234 
and 255. 
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" It is clear that the revenue or rent reserved to the 
zemindar need not to be a money rent ; it may be a 
portion of the crops in specie, or apparently anything 
else having a money value. The word " rent " is large 
enough for that purpose. In Coke upon Littleton, 142a, 
of Rent Service, it is said : — ' The rent may as well be 
in delivery of hens, capons, roses, spurs, bows, (Stc., or any 
other profit that lies in render, oflSce, attendance, and such 

like, as in the payment of money.' " 

« « « « « 

" So far from prejudicing the interests of the Govern- 
ment, the grant by securing water for the use of the in- 
habitants of the village appears to have been an essential 
means of placing the zemindar in a position to realize 
the Government revenue, and increasing the security of 
the Government. It was, therefore, clearly not within 
the mischief intended to be guarded against by the Regu- 
lations above referred to, and therefore may be said to 
be out of the purview of the enactment. (See Lord Coke, 
2nd Institute, p. 886 ; Comyn's Digest Parliamenty R. 15, 
* R. 16.) 

" Again, water may be treated as the produce of th|^ 
land, a portion of which the zemindar and those author- 
ized by him are entitled to take. And the right to take 
it may be considered as of the nature of a reservation of 
rent in kind." 

(We shall subsequently see how this view was held to 

be erroneous by the learned Sir Barnes Peacock who was 

of opinion that, even without this consideration of " rent," 

the grant would be valid all the same.)^ 

Judgment of Mr. Justice Shambhoo Nath Pundit observed : — 

Sham^oo^ " These rent-free grants were very rarely given by the 

ath Pandit, proprietors in consideration of money. These were always 

pious and religious gifts.. It was well-known that Hindoos 

* Mahomed AMI v. Assadunnissa Bihee^ 9 W. B., p. 1. See p. 218. 
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and Mahomedans invariably respect such gifts of, their own 
creation or of their predecessors, and think it a disgrace 
and sin to take away lands given to Brahmins, saints and 
fakeers, as gifts during religious ceremonies for use and 
cultivation, or for private houses, tanks, orchards, public 
temples or other religious and charitable purposes. Even 
purchasers by private sales or at auction for revenue, 
Hindoos as well as Mahomedans, generally respected such 
grants, until about 30 years ago some Bengalees, having 
become zemindars by private purchase or by public sales, 
turned a new leaf, and braving the public opinion of their 
countrymen, began to exercise resumption rights, and so 
tempted some others to follow their example. With re- 
gard to rent-free grants after 1765 up to 1790, out of 
regard to these time-honoured feelings of the people, the 
Government, by sec. 3, Regulation XIX of 1793, 
provided that grants within 10 beeghas given for chari-' 
table and religious purposes under certain circumstances 
and conditions were not to be resumed. Actions for re- 
sumption by landlords were very rare before, and even 

now all zemindars, &c., do not exercise these rights 

"The respect generally shown before, and the disrespect 
exhibited by some persons since, the new idea has pre- 
vailed, relates to, and affects, not only the grants sub- 
sequent to 1790, but also invalid grants existing before 
that year. It was within the powers of the zemindars 
to give or withhold this authority to resume, when they 
made settlement of their lands with others on a long lease 
or in perpetuity, and it has been observed that in former 
times such a power was often withheld even when putnees 
were granted for a consideration." 

His Lordship was not decided as to the general question 
of the powers of zemindars to make, rent-free grants, 
but as to the particular case agreed with the Officiating 
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('hief Justice in holding the grant in question to be valid. 
liOch and Trevor, JJ., held all rent-free grants to be 
void, and would make no exception of their grant of 
tank even. 
Judgment of Mr. Justico Levinge quoted a judgment of Mr. Dick 

Mr, Justioo , oi rfcn 

Uvinge. in a similar case* before the Sudder Court, in which he 
had spoken as follows : — 

** Grant of the nature in question quod the grantors 
and their heirs, affect not the public revenue. They affect 
merely their own rental. The grantor continues himself 
to pay the revenue, and if he do not, the estate is sold, 
and then the grant becomes null and void. The law (sec. 
10, Regulation XIX of 1793) was enacted to prevent 
alienation 'prejudicial to the security of the public revenue,' 
not to enable proprietors and their heirs (whose ancestors' 
acts are theirs) to profit by their own wrong. The pro- 
prietors and their ' successors,' who are authorized to 
resume at pleasure, are not those who made the grants, 
or their hereditary ancestors. An auction-purchaser can 
annul grants and alienations. This the law declares. All 
bonA-fide alienations are binding on those who made them 
and on their heirs. This justice requires, and our pre- 
cedents have decided." His Lordship also held the 
identical views. He held that the words " exempt from 
the payment of revenue " in sec. 10, Regulation XIX, 
1793, were not synonymous with rent-free. Rent is 
that which is payable to the zemindar by holders of land 
under him, and revenue is what is paid to the State^ 
exemption from which would entitle a land to be termed 
lakhraj, but not rent-free. By Regulation I of 1793, 
sec. 9, Art. 8, the zemindars were plainly vested with 
proprietary rights which they could transfer at will, " b; 

* Raja Modhnarain Singh v. Ahmed AH Khan, Sudder decision 
1855, p. 395. 
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sale, gift or otherwise," and be referred to other portions 
of the Begulation by which it was plain to him that the 
right of the zemindar to create a rent (not revenue) 
free tenure was recognised. If the zemindar cannot make 
such a disposition, what becomes of his proprietary rights ? 
" They are fritted away and controlled by a shadowy 
distinction. Those who contend that a zemindar cannot 
grant a portion of his estate to a member of his family 
free of rent, payable to him or his heirs, admit he may 
lease in perpetuity so as to find himself and his heirs a 
pepper-corn rent — an alienation — just as injurious to the 
zemindars as a grant of portion of it rent-free." He there- 
fore held that the grant of tank in question was a valid 
grant, as there was no express law which prohibited the 
creation of grant of lands, free of rent^ payable to the 
zemindar. 

(3) Passing over the Full Bench case of Sonaton Ghose Soiuuon Qhou 
V. Abdul Furrarj in which the general question of resump- ^rrar, 
tion of lakhraj grants subsequent to 1790 was again the 
subject of a diversity of opinion among the learned Judges, 
we come to the case of Jadunath Sircar v. Bonomalee 
Mitter and others} 

In this case it was held that " a tank granted subse- jaduiuah 
quently to 1790 is liable to resumption in the absence oitl^uJi^ 
proof of its having been either the condition of the g^nt *"^ ^^^*' 
or the intention of the grantor that the tank should be 
a public benefit. It was also held that such a case does 
not come within the ruling of the Full Bench of the 
9th of January 1865, mz,^ in the case of Peezuruddin v. 
Mudhosoodun Pal Chowdhury,^ The judgment of the 
Court (Loch and Seton-Earr, JJ.) was as foUows : — 

" We have compared this case with that decided by the Full Judgment of 
Bench of 9th January 1865, which had regard to the ques- SetonSair, 



JJ. 



« 2 VF. R., p. 295, •2 W. R., P. B., p. 15. 
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tion of the validity of tanks granted rent-free for the benefit 
of the public. But on examining the sunnud in the case, 
we do not find it to be on all fours with the sunnud in the 
case decided by the Full Bench. In that case the grant 
was made avowedly for the benefit of the public, owing to 
the scarcity of water and to prevent desertion ; and the 
grant was upheld by the majority of the Court, because the 
use of water by the tenant of the zemindaree was looked 
on in the nature of rent reserved to the zemindar. 

" But, in the present case, the grant says nothing about 
scarcity of water, depopulation of the villccge, or any pub- 
lic benefit. No such plea appears to have been advanced 
by the tenant ; and though the Civil Court does find that 
the tank is a public benefit, there does not seem to be 
anything to warrant a finding that such was the condition 
of the grant or the intention of the grantor. The second 
Court has wholly missed the point at issue, and has mis- 
apprehended the case. 

*' No doubt, when any individual has once excavated the 
tank, other persons and neighbours besides the excavators 
may drink of the water. But we think that we ought, in 
a case like this, to look at the intention of the grantor, and 
the general benefit to the public at large ; and no such 
benefit appears to have been contemplated in this case. 

'^Accepting, then, the doctrine laid down by the majority 
of the Court in the Full Bench decision quoted, we are 
unable to say that the present suit comes within that 
ruling, and we think it desirable that the. said doctrine 
should not be strained or carried too far. In this view, 
holding the case not to be on all fours, and the grant to 
be admittedly one posterior to 1790, we see nothing to 
bind the putneedar from enforcing the rights inherent in 
this tenure, and we reverse the decisions of both Courts 
and decree this appeal with costs." 
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(4). The dicta laid down in the above two cases were, 
however, wholly or partly overruled by the decision in 
the case of Mahomed Akil v. Assadunnissa Bihee^^ which 
we will presently examine, after noticing the case of 
Chunder Kant Chuckerbutty v. Bunko Behary Chunder and 
others^ which precedes that case in chronological order. 

In this case it was held that " a zemindar is entitled to 
resume lands held under an invalid grant or no grant at 
all, in which a tank was allowed to be excavated by the 
defendant, not for the public benefit but for a bonus." 

The following is the judgment of the High Court in Okunder Karu 

Chuckerbutty v. 
this case : — Bunko Behary 

" We are unable to understand the legal grounds on 
which the Principal Sudder Ameen has proceeded in dis- 
allowing the plaintiff's rights to resume the tank which 
the first Court had allowed. The case at first sight might 
appear to fall under the ruling of the Full Bench of the 
9th of January 1885, W. R., Vol. 10, page 15. But in 
the present case, there is no mention of a sunnud, and 
nothing in the amuldaree chitta, which is the only docu- 
ment produced, to show that the tank was allowed to be 
excavated for a public benefit, or that the right to water 
granted to the tenants was in the nature of rent reserved 
to the zemindar. The case is simply one where the hus- 
band of the plaintiff granted the defendants leave to^dig 
a tank for a bonus ; but there is nothing to show that the 
tank was a public one for the benefit of the whole village, 
so as to make the case fall within the Fall Bench ruling 
referred to. In this state of things, and on the facts found 
by the Lower Court, the defendant is not in a legal 
position to resist the undoubted right of the plaintiff to 
resume lands held under invalid grants or under no grant 
at all. There is no necessity for any further enquiry or 

* 9 W. R., p. 1. « 3 W. R., p. 177. 
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finding. This Court is fnlly in a position to say what 
the legal rights and position of both parties are ; and we 
accordingly reverse the decision of the Principal Sudder 
Ameen, and restore that of the first Court with costs." 

^^la^u^^^ (5). Then follows the important decision of the Full 
nina Bibee; fiench in the famous case of Mahomed AMI v. Assadun- 

Mutty Lai Sen. 

Oyofai V. nisBa Bibee} This and another case, Mutty Lai Sen Gywal 
V. Deshhar Roy^ originally came up before Jackson and 
Campbell, J J., for deciding the question " how far the 
grant for valuable consideration by a zemindar of a specific 
portion of land to be held without payment of rent is 
valid as against the heirs of the grantor or purchaser 
by private sale of the estate. As there had been some 
conflict of decision upon the point in two very recent 
cases, their Lordships referred the question to a FulJ 
Bench of five Judges including the Chief Justice. A great 
complication arose out of this reference, — first by the 
departure of the Chief Justice and Mr. Justice L. Jackson 
to Europe on account of ill-health, and secondly, when 
after their return the case was re-argued before a Full 
Bench of nine Judges, by the death of Justice Shambhoo 
Nath Pandit and the retirement of Justices Trevor and 
Campbell before judgment could be pronounced. These 
Judges had sent in written opinions before their death or 
retirement, but the remaining six Judges sitting on Full 
Bench of the 14th December 1867, unanimously declared 
that such minutes could not be treated as judgments. 
These Judges being equally divided in opinion as to the 
main point in question, the opinion of the Chief Justice 
prevailed according to provisions of sec. 36 of the Letters 
Patent ; the Chief Justice and Justices Jackson and Mac- 
pherson holding that such grants were " valid as against 
the heir of the grantor or a purchaser from him by private 

» 9 W. R., F. B., p. 1. • 9 W. It., F. B., p. 1. 
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sale of the zemindary ; and that, under sec. 10, Regulation 
XIX of 1793, such heir or purchaser is not entitled to 
resume the land. Justices Bayley, Norman and Seton- 
Karr, holding a contrary opinion, were thus overruled. 

" As at present our attention is confined to the subject of 
grant of tanks only, it is useless to enter into the lengthy 
arguments, pro and cow, the subject of grants of rent- 
free lands in general. But bearing in mind the appli- 
cation of the general principle to all grants of land for 
religious or charitable purposes, which are generally held 
rent-free, the student will do well to follow these learned 
arguments both in Peezuruddin v. Mudhosoodun Pal 
Chowdhurt/ and the present case, in which the question 
raised in the former case is threshed out exhaustively. 
This question appears to involve a consideration of the 
whole policy of the Revenue Laws regarding the burden 
imposed on land on behalf of the State, and the creation 
of the rent-free tenures subsequent to the Permanent 
Settlement, quite as much as it involves any rights or privi- 
leges conceded to the zemindars of Bengal by that great 



measure." 



In his judgment in the case of Peezuruddin v. Mudho^ Remarks of 
soodun Pal Chowdhurt/,^ Mr. Justice Shambhoo Nath Pan- Sbambhoo 

J., i J 1 J Nath Pandit. 

dit had remarked : — 

** If the wordb of section 10, Regulation XIX of f 793^ 
are strictly construed, rent-free grants subsequent to 1st 
December 1790 might be considered resumable even by 
the persons making such grants, and accordingly it might 
also be thought to be within the power of their heirs 
and successors and privies to re-attach the lands to the 
estates from which they were so alienated. It may 
appear to be unjust and inequitable that any person^ should 



» 2 W. R., Civil Rulings, p. 22. 
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have right to take advantage of his own wrong, that 
grants made for consideration should be resnmable by 
the party making the same, and that his heirs should be 
empowered to question the legality of the act of their 
predecessors. But perliaps the policy which dictated the 
laioB preferred to protect the rights of the Government 
without any regard to the hardship or injustice noticed above. ^ 
Criticised by ^^^ Barnes Peacock, in his learned judgment on the 
Pea^SiT** present Full Bench case,^ took exception to these re- 
marks of Justice Pandit and remarked : — 

" What man's property will be safe if such rules of 

construction be adopted ? For my own part, I hold 

that it was not against the policy of the Revenue Laws or 
of the Permanent Settlement to allow a zemindar to avoid 
his own or his ancestor's rent-free grants. If the Legislature 
has declared that all rent-free grants are void, we must 
administer the law as we find it, however much we may 
reject it, and disapprove of the policy." (But at the time 
these remarks were made, Justice Pandit was no more in 
the land of the living, and one may be curious to know 
what view of the case had been taken by him in the 
written opinion, which, this Full Bench declared, could 
not be treated as a judgment, although it might have been 
intended to be as such.) In conclusion. Sir Barnes Peacock 
deliirered himself in such forcible language as this : 
" But I am to judge of the intentions of the Legislature 
from the language which they have used ; and without 
the clearest and most unambiguous expressions I cannot 
impute to Lord Cornwallis and to the distinguished men 
who formed his Council, a policy so narrow-minded, so 
obstructive of progress, so short-sighted, so mean and 
paltry, so utterly at variance with all the solemn declara- 
tions of Government, so fraught with injustice, and so 

» 9 W. R., p. 53. 
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conducive to fraud, as that which has been contended for 
on the part of the plaintiff." 

Leaving apart the question of the general principle JjJ.^^^^^^ 
involved in the case, Mr. Justice Seton-Karr observed : — Seton-Karr 

"The cases referred to us by the Divisional Bench in this 
instance comprise several grants. Grant No. 2 is for a tank 
excavated for the convenience of men and of cattle ; and 
it appears to me, that this grant ought to be governed by 
the decision of the majority of the Full Bench of the 
9th of January 1865 (JPeezuraddin v. Mudhosoodun Pal 
Chowdhury\^ and that it must hold good against the heirs 
and successors of the grantor, or against any purchasers, 
save the purchaser at a sale for arrears of public 



revenue." 



The same learned Judge also remarked that " the deci- 
sion of our Full Bench of January 9th, 1865, does not 
finally rule more than that water is in the nature of the 
rent which the zemindar might receive from a tract other- 
wise barren and profitless. Water, obviously, is essential 
to the well-being and even to the very existence of the 
population, and the tank in that case was, in several ways, 
a benefit to the land, and a return to the zemindar. 

" It may be said, on the other hand, that there is no 
difference practically, as regards the security of the public 
revenue, between leases at pepper-corn rent which any 
zemindar may legally create, and rent-free grants, which, 
in this view he may not create. But looking to possible 
and probable results, there is a difference, and a somewhat 
substantial difference. In the case of land leased at how- 
ever low a rent, some record of the same must still be 
kept in the zemindaree papers. The rent, if it were only 
a rupee for a large village, would still be collected, and 
traces would be found of the tenant who paid the rent. . . . 

«2W. R.,p. 15. 
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Judgment of 
Mr. Justice 
Norman. 



Judgment of 



igmc 
Ban 



Sir ijames 
Peacock. 



'^ If rent-free alienations at this day are desirable, and 
are to become general, let the Legislature declare this 
by a new A.ct. If grants are required by any liberal 
and large-minded individuals for a special purpose, such 
as a people's park, let a private bill be introduced for that 
purpose in each case." 

Mr. Justice Norman in the course of his judgment 
said : — 

^^ The suit is one to resume and assess lands within the 
plaintiff's mouroosee izara. 

" As to plots 2 and 3, which were granted for the pur- 
pose of making a tank at which the village cattle might 
drink, I believe we all agree. Indeed, the case is governed 
by that of Peezuruddin v. Mudhosoodun Pal Chowdhury} 
reported in Sutherland's Weekly Reporter, p. 15, by 
which, I suppose, this Bench is bound." 

Sir Barnes Peacock's view of the subject was, however, 
quite contrary, as will appear from the following : — 

"The Officiating Chief Justice, Mr. Justice Norman, 
in the 2nd Full Bench, considered that, as a right was, 
by the grants then under consideration, reserved to some 
of the villagers of the estate to take water from the tank, 
for the construction of which the grant was made, the 
water might be considered as the produce of the land, 
and that the right to take it was in the nature of a re- 
servation of rent in kind. But the other Judges did not 
concur with him in that view ; and with all deference, 
I am of opinion that if it was necessary to reserve rent 
in order to prevent the grant from being void as a grant 
for holding land exempt from the payment of revenue^ 
the Tight reserved to the villagers to take water from the 
tank was not a reservation of rent, and it was still less 
a reservation of revenue : it was a kind of revenue which 



i 2 W. R., p. 16. 
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was wholly useless to Government, and could not assist 
them in meeting the necessities of the State ; and if it was 
rent, it could not assist the zemindar in providing for the 
payment of the revenue. 

" In the case now under consideration, one of the 
grants was an absolute grant to the grantee and his heirs 
for digging a tank ; one was an absolute sale of land to 
the grantee and his heirs for the purpose of building a 
house ; and others were sales of land generally to the 
grantee and his heirs. It is clear that if a reservation of 
rent was necessary, the erection of a dwelling-house on 
the land granted for that purpose could not amount to a 
payment of rent or revenue whatever opinion may he 

entertained as to the water of a tank It would be a 

great anomaly if (under sees. 5 and 8 of Regulation XLIV 
of 1793 and Act XI of 1859) such a grant (for building a 
house) were binding upon a purchaser at a sale for arrears 
of revenue, and not binding upon the grantor himself or 
his heirs," 

The learned Chief Justice based his contentions upon 
the case of Paramanick v. Odeynarain Mundul} " In that Paramanick ▼. 

Odeynaraiti 

case, the plaintiff purchased the rights and interests o( Mu7idul, 
one Doorga Dass in a putnee talook, and sued to recover 
a tank within that talook. The land in which the tank 
was made was granted in 1217 B. S., before the putnee 
was created, to the defendant by the zemindar to be held 
rent-free. The Judge gave a decree for the plaintiff upon 
the ground that no such grant made after the Decennial 
Settlement could stand, but upon appeal to the Sudder 
Court the decree was reversed. It was held by the Sudder 
Court that the Judge's argument will be applicable should 
the rights of the zemindar be sold for arrears of revenue, 

' 6 Sudder Dewany Adalut Be- Peezuruddin y. Mudhosoodun Pal 
ports, Select Cases, p. 281. Chowdhury^ 2 W. B., p. 27. 

Bef erred to by Levinge, J., in 
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but can never apply to the case of a purchaser of the 
mere rights and interests of the putneedar. It was also 
declared that the tank had been improperly called lakhe- 
raj. It was not lakheraj, for it had not been exempted 
as such from the general state for which the zemindar 
paid the revenue to Government. (The rule laid down in 
this case was also followed in Hurree Mohan Dass v. 
Pran Kishen Roe}) 
Hurvee Mohan " Here, then," says Sir Barnes Peacock, "was an express 
mSve^Ro^^^ decision not based upon the ground that the land granted 
was for a tank, nor upon the ground that water of the tank 
was rent or revenue. It was decided upon general princi- 
ples applicable to all rent-free grants made after 1st 
December 1790, and after a permanent settlement." The 
learned Chief Justice then cited three other cases/ in none 
of which the contended construction was put on sec. 10 of 
Regulation XIX of 1793. The first of these cases was for 
the recovery of certain land which had been granted rent- 
free by the plaintiffs ancestor, and the second was for the 
resumption and assessment of certain land granted rent- 
free for the purpose of digging tanks. In both of these 
oases, it was contended that the grants were void under 
sec. 10 of Regulation XIX of 1793, but the Sudder Court 
held, in the first instance, that " the plaintiff could not 
repudiate his own act and that of his ancestors ;" and in 
the*second instance the case was remanded as not coming 
under the Resumption Laws, but under sec. 8, Regulation 
XLIV of 1793, as a case between landlord and tenant. 

" The only case," says Sir Barnes Peacock, " in which I 
find that such a construction was put upon the section, is that 



» Sadder decisions 1847, p. 447. (2) No. 1157 of 1854. , 

• (1) Modhu Narain Sing v. (3) No. 336 of 1857, Sudder de- 

AmeeroonnUsa Begums Sudder cisions, 1858, p. 968. 

decisions, 1852, p. 967. 
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of Raja Madh Narain Singh v. Ahmed Alt Khan?- In Raja Madh 

*' ^ , , Naram Singh 

that case, Ahmed Ali Khan was plaintiff. He sued to v. Ahimd AH 
recover possession of certain lands given to him bj Raja 
Mitterjeet Singh, the defendant's ancestor, in 1211 Hijra, in 
exchange for a copy of the Koran, and from which the 
defendant. Raja Madh Narain Singh, the heir of Raja 
Mitterjeet Singh, had ousted him, claiming a right to do 
so under the provisions of sec. 10. The Principal Sudder 
Ameen held that the grant of the defendant's ancestor was 
valid, and that it could not be ignored under- sec. 10, 
Regulation XIX of 1793, and he gave the plaintiff a 
decree for possession of the land to be held rent-free. 
The Additional Judge, on appeal, held that the plaintiff 
was entitled to possession upon condition of his paying 
rent for the land, upon the ground that sec. 10, Regulation 
XIX of 1793, did not sanction the grant of any land made 
after 1st December 1793 exempt from the payment of 
revenue," On appeal the Sudder Court (Sir Robert 
Barlow and Mr. Binny Colvin with Mr. Dick dissenting) 
held that the grant was void under sec. 10, Regulation XIX 
of 1793, that the decision of both the lower Courts were 
wrong, and that defendant was entitled to take possession 
of the estate. 

The case of Paramanich v. Odey Narain Mundel was 
cited by the plaintiff's pleader in that case, but the learmed 
Judges did not refer to it and relied upon language 
of the Sudder Court in the case of Shaik Shufaitoollah 
V. Joy Kishen Mookerjee. Sir Barnes Peacock, however, 
thought that they must have entirely misunderstood the 
passage. 



* Sadder decisions. 1856, p. 395. not reserving any rent are void, 

" This case," says the learned Chief but that grants which reserve a 

Justice, " seems to have been the nominal rent are valid and bind- 

ongin of the impression that grants ing." 9 W. B., p. 43. 

r, HLE 15 
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*' The suit in that case was to resume and assess invalid 
lakheraj lands, not to recover lands which the zemindar or 
his ancestor had sold. 

K>M adva**^d " '^^ wholc question turns upon the construction of the 
^^Bwnet words in sec, 10, Regulation XIX of 1793, " all grants for 
holding land exempt from the payment of revenue." 
Some of the Judges held that these words include grants 
or leases by a zemindar to hold exempt from the payment 
of rent. A zemindar may have granted lands rent-free for 
the life of a particular individual or absolutely, in order to 
make provision for a wife or daughters, or other depen* 
dents, or for the purpose of erecting and maintaining a 
charitable school, or a scholarship or an hospital, or for 
some other charitable purposes. " The zemindar himself 
may, " says the learned Chief Justice, " be too honest and too 
honourable to invalidate his own grant and to resume the 
lands, but if the construction put upon Begulation XIX 
of 1793 by some of my honourable colleagues in this case 
is correct, it will be compulsory upon the manager of his 
estate, if he should become disqualified by insanity or any 
other cause, to resume the land, to treat the occupiers as 
trespassers and turn them out of possession." 

In his Lordship's opinion the word " revenue " is used 
in sec. 10 of the Regulation in its ordinary and proper 
seiise, and refers only to grants for holding free from 
payments of revenue to Government. 

In his able and exhaustive judgment, the learned Chief 
Justice vindicated the framers of the Regulations for having 
used the words " revenue and rent " loosely or having con- 
founded the one for the other. He showed how before the 
settlement, the then "rent" was Government "revenue," and 
how afterwards "rent " and *' revenue " became^ distinct ; and 
by a careful analysis, he demonstrated the different and pre- 
cise scopes of the two Regulations XIX and XUV of 1793 
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The conclnsions which the learned Chief Jashce arrived Conciuaions 

. , . arrived at 

at are thus sammed up by his Lordship : — by sir Baraes 

Peacock. 

" 1st. — That, after a permanent settlement, a grant by a 
jsemindar to hold land ^ rent-free ' is not a grant to hold 
free from the payment of revenue. 

" 2nd. — ^That such a grant is void as against a purchaser 
at a sale for arrears of revenue ; but that, as long as the 
revenue is paid, it cannot be treated by Government as a 
nullity as affecting their interests injuriously. 

"Srrf. — ^That a rent-free grant cannot be treated as a 
nullity by the grantor or his heir, or by any person claiming 
through him." 

The last case that I will read to you is thatof the Bengal Ben^aiCoai 

Co.^.Hurdyal 

Coal Co. V- Hurdyal Marwaree.^ Marwaree. 

The facts were that the Manager of a Coal Company Water drawn 
iaad allowed a person to settle on the lands of the Company gWid be 
on conditions about which a dispute arose, and the Company consideration 
sought to assess the land to rent, and the tenants claimed to ^agaiLu^ent 
hold it free. It was held by the High Courtthat in the case t^l^^'"' 
of one plot on which a tenant had agreed to dig wells and ^^^'J^*'^ * 

~~ " tenant. 



* "The Perniaoeni Settiemeat 
as compact by wliich thexemindari 
engages on his port to pay a fixed 
amount of rerenoe to the estate, 
a,nd ths estaie, on iU part, gmaran^ 
tset to the zemdndar^ by meanso/its 
Judicial mnd JUcal administratiom, 
the integrUy of the assets from which 
thai reoemue is derived, amd which, 
£nfact, eonstUates the Oor enumeaf s 
cwn seeurily for the reaUzaOou of 
its revenue. The declarations to the 
flemindars and other proprietorB of 
land that ihejumuma wamemed apon 
their lands is fixed for erer (sec Z, 
Reg. I, 1793), carries with it, hj 
necessary implication, a role of the 
nature laid down in sec 10, Beg. 
XIX, 1793.'' 

The learned Chief Jostioetook 
this passage to mean "that, eren 



without any express declaration, 
such as that contained in sec. 
10, grants hynnaothorized persons, 
alienating the rerenoe of an estate 
would hare heen Toid as against 
GoTcmment and aU persons who 
derired title through GoTemment, 
and that QoTemment guaranteed 
to the semindar the integrity of the 
assets upon the basis of which the 
Permanent Settlement of their 
estate was, made, and the semin- 
dars should be entitled to the rents 
of all lands in respect of which 
they engaged to pay rerenne. It 
did not mean that the Goremment 
guaranteed to tiie xemindars tiiat 
th^ might repudiate their own 
grants or those ot their ance^(tor«i.** 
OW.R.pp-i-WI. 
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had done so, the water which the villagers on the Company's 
estate drew from the said wells, was in the nature of a fair 
consideration for the land, and that though the land was 
assessable to rent the Company could not assess it so long ad 
the villagers were supplied with water. In regard to another 
plot, however, in which some temples had been erected, it 
was held that the temples did not in any way further the 
objects of the Company and could not be treated as fair 
consideration, and that the Company could assess the plot. 

The learned Judge by whom the judgment of the Court 
was delivered observed : 

"In the Full Bench case of Peezuruddin v. Mudhoo- 
sudun Pal Chowdhury^ 2 W. R., 15, it was held that 
land given for the purpose of digging the tank which was 
to supply the neighbourhood with water ^ although not 
charged with Tent was not a lakheraj grant, because the 
water thus given for the general benefit was in the nature 
of a rent reserved, and that a zemindar had the power to 
make such a grant. 

" I see the little diflFerence between the principle of that 
case and the present, and that, I am inclined to say that so 
far as the western plot is concerned, the Company has no 
right to assess or demand a money-rent so long as the 
defendants keep up and distribute to all comers the usual 
stipply of water." 

It will not be out of place here to draw your attention 
to the provisions of sec. 37 of Act XI of 1859, which runs 
as follows : — 

** XXXVII. The purchaser of an entire estate in the 
Rights of a purchaser permanently settled districts of Ben- 

«ed%E?olS*fVtte g^l' ^^^^' ^^^ Orissa, sold nnder 
own arrears. this Act for the recovery of arrear 

due on account of the same shall acquire the estate fre< 

» 25 W. R., p. 245. 
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from all incumbrances which may have been imposed 
npon it after the time of settlement and shall be entitled 
to avoid and annul all under-tenures and forthwith to eject 
all under-tenants with the following exceptions :— ^ 
» * * - * 

*' Fourthly. — Leases of lands whereon dwelling-houses, 
manufactories, or other permanent buildings have been 
erected, or whereon gardens, plantations, tanks, wells, canals, 
places of worship, or burning or burying grounds have 
been made, or wherein mines have been sunk, 

" And such a purchaser as is aforesaid shall be entitled to 
proceed in the manner prescribed by any law for the time 
being in force for the enhancement of the rent of any land 
coming within the fourth class of exceptions above made, 
if he can prove the same to have been held at what was 
originally an unfair rent, and if the same shall not have 
been held at a fixed rent, equal to the rent of good arable 
land, for a term exceeding twelve years ; but not otherwise. 

" Provided always that nothing in this section contained 

^ . shall be construed to entitle any such 

Proviso. ^ •^ 

purchaser as aforesaid to eject any 
ryot having a right of occupancy at fixed rent, or at a rent 
assessable according to fixed rules under the law in force, 
or to enhance the rent of any such ryot otherwise than in 
the manner prescribed by such laws, or otherwise than the 
former proprietor, irrespectively of all engagements made 
since the time of settlement, may have been entitled to do." 



CHAPTER IX, 

{Lecture XL^ 

On thb Planting of Trees. 

utility of plantinff groves and trees, 1 ; Texts laying down the religioasr 
merit in planting trees, 2 ; analogy between sons begotten by a man 
and trees planted by bim and tbeir respective religioas ^Scacie» 
shown from ahoitrie texts, 3 ; afiSliation of trees, 4.— Great religiou9 
merit of a gift of land for making a garden, 5.—Sh<utrie and seen - 
lar punishment for protection of trees, 6. — Filthy uses of gardei» 
interdicted for ensuring their cleanliness, 7.— The above texts ap- 
plicable to trees in general except vibMecOca, Vakula and tala^ 8. — 
Great religious merit in the gift of fruit-trees to gods or Br^mins^ 
9.— Special religious efficacy in certain particular grouping of 
plants, lO.—Awe inspired by majestic trees in primiti<ve minds, U.— 
The specialty of the trees of the fig tribe, 12 ; the ceremony of 
Vrik$h<hpr<UitU?ia or consecration of trees, 13. — Expiation for impro- 
per attacks on trees in the previous existence, 14.— Se.nctity of the 
fitwattha trees, 15. — Sanctity of the ^wa trees, 16. — Account of cere- 
mony of affiliation of trees, 17.— Sanctity of the tuUi trees and it» 
marriage with Vishnu, 18. 

Planting L HAVING dwelt npoB the subject of water-reservoirsy 

trees, ' we are itttroduced by a natural connectian ta the subject 
of planting groves and trees. In a tropical cKmate the 
relation between the two is obvious. Trees are necessary 
in order to afford shade and shelter to the traveller who 
slakes his thirst at the pool of water, and the vicinity of 
water is necessary to secure proper growth and nourish- 
ment to the trees. Even a single tree planted by the side 
of a well or tank — one of the fig tribe for instance — would 
afford immense relief to passers-by. From an aesthetic 
view, also the vicinity of foliage is wanted to complete the 
beauty of the landscape. This latter view is uppermost 
in the mind of Vardha MiJura} 

» Brihat Samhitd. Adhy. 55, si. 1, Bib. Ind., p. 302, J. R. A. S.» 
N. S,y Vol. VI, p. 312. 
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"Considering that water-reservoirs without shade on 
the margin are not lovely, one ought to have gardens laid 
out on the banks of the water." 

Besides shade, the flowers and fruits of trees are 
acceptable products to men and welcome additions to 
domestic economy for use or ornament. The Mahd-* 
hharata} speaks of the fame acquired in this world by 
tree-planting. 

2. The secular benefits conferred by trees have also Religious 

merit in plaiit* 

been connected with religious merit by the Hindus, ing trees. 
Certain texts declare generally the virtue of tree- 
planting. 

MahMhdrata? — " The planting of trees is productive of 
religious merit in the next world* The planter of trees 
procures the salvation of his deceased ancestors as well as 
those of the succeeding future generation, therefore a man 
should plant trees." 

Skanda Purdna.^ — " He who plants by the roadside a 
tree producing shade, flowers and fruit releases from sin 
his ancestors in heaven." 

Other texts are more specific In allocating religious 
merit between the different functions of trees* 

Vishnu,^ — *'For (the benefit of) the giver, the trees 
gladden the gods by blossoms ; guests by fruits ; travellers 
by shade ; the manes with the water (trickling down fipm 
their leaves) when it rains." 



quoted in Hem^dri, Ddnakhanda, 9 Piw^r I 

Adhy. 13» Bib. Ind., p* 1030. Quoted" in HemAdri, Adhy. 13, 

• Quoted in HemAdri, DAna- Bib. Ind., p. 1033. 

khanda, Adhy. 13, Bib. Ind. p. ^ Institutes, XCI, 5~-S ) also 

1030. quoted in Hemddri, D^nakhanda, 

^m W irjWr WrmS^- translation in Muller S. B. B„ 

^RfrtW^ I Vol. VII, p» 270* 



Salvation in 
planting fruit 
and flower 
trees. 
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Mah6hh&rata} — " The trees honor the gods with flowers ; 
the manes with (their) fruit ; the guests by shade. The 
kinnaraSy serpents, rdksJiasaSy gods, gandharvas and men, 
as well as maharshis take shelter of trees." 

Bhavishyat Purdna? — " Animated beings are satisfied 
from their branches, bark and sprouts. Trees of beauteous 
shape, covered with flowers, satisfy the gods by flowers and 
the manes by fruits. Blessed be the trees for their suppli- 
ants never go fruitless." 

3. The simile which likens the generation of human 
beings to the sowing of seed in the womb of the earth, is 
one perfectly familiar to the Hindu sages,* and also prevails 
in the early literature of other nations. The Hindus fur- 
ther considered trees to be conscious and sentient beings. 
Thus Menu :* — :" These (plants, &c.) encircled with multi- 
form darkness, by reason of past actions, have internal 
consciousness and are sensible of pleasure and pain." 

Putting these two sets of ideas together, it is quite easy 
to comprehend how a tree should come to be considered 



>w^ifq 



imifwri 

Quoted in Hemadri, D&nakhanda, 
Adhy. 13, Bib. Ind., p. 1030. 

fwril 



«rTP&^: II 

Quoted in Hemidri, Ddnakhanda, 
Adhy. 13, Bib. Ind., p. 1032. 

• Menu, IX, 3^-43. 

 Institutes Adhyaya I, si. 
49—50. In farther development of 
this idea, the Matsya Sukta, 27th 
patala ( pp. 26-27), gives an ela- 
borate list of the respective vege- 
table growths assumed by trans- 
migrated souls as punishments for 
particular sins. For our present 
purposes it wiU be only sufficient 
to mention that the abductor of a 
devadasi is born as a karnikdra 
and the destroyer of temples, 
tanks, &c., as a dhdtaki. 
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the offspring of the person who planted it ; and the reli- 
gious merit conferred on the planter by the tree, furnished 
also a parallel to the conception aforesaid. 

Mahabharata} — "Trees producing flowers and fruits 
do, like sons, gratify men in this world and conduce like 
sons to salvation in the next. Therefore, should trees 
be planted in (the banks of) tanks by men desirous of 
prosperity." 

Padma Pur&na? — " Trees discharge in this world the 
duty of sons for those who are sonless. They bestow on 
those who have planted them the pleasures derived from 
tarpana and the rest. With assiduity, king, plant a 
pippala tree ; that single tree will discharge the duties of 
a thousand sons." 

Bhavishyat Purdna? — " Five born in the ground (trees) 
are better than ten (sons) born in the house, for (the former) 
perform the tarpana of their father by leaves, flowers, 
fruits and blossoms. Verily, a way-side tree ( planted ) 
w^here men take their rest is better (for spiritual welfare) 
than numerous sons born, without (acquiring ) piety or 
wealth. ****** Human sons perform a srdddha at 
the end of a year. Trees provide excellent nourishment 
every day (for the author of their being). That (merit) 
which is achieved by an umbrageous tree (planted) on 
the roadside resorted (to by travellers), cannot be achieved 
by the Agnihotra sacrifice so difiicult to be performed by 
the son that is born of woman. ******* The 
man who has planted a tree, is ever accompanied by a 
servant and a wife, is the giver of continual gifts and offers 
a perpetual sacrifice (ro/wa)." 



* Quoted in Ham^ri, Ddna- khanda, Adhy.l3,Bib.Ind.,p.l030. 
khanda, Adhy. 13, Bib. Ind., p. ' Quoted in Hemddri, Ddna- 
1030. khanda, Adhy. 13, Bib. Ind., p. 

* Quoted in Hemidri, Ddna- 1032. 
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4. A farther development of these ideas led to a curions 
cnstom of affiliation of trees which will be described later 
on. (See sec. 17 of this chapter.) 

The last stage in the conception wonld seem to be the 
allotment of trees planted by one to be his progeny of 
flesh and blood in subsequent transmigrations. 

VUhnu,^ — " He who plants trees will have those trees 
for his sons in a future existence." 

5. The gift of land for the purpose of making a gar- 
den procures to the donor, according to the Vishnu JDhar^ 
mottaray^ bliss in the regions of ManU (the Wind-God). 

6. In the passages above cited the advantages of tree- 
planting have been enumerated. Punishments have at 
the same time been provided for the protection of institu- 
tions so eminently beneficial. In harmony with the idea 
already explained that plants are but transmigrated 
human beings retaining an inner consciousness and sensibi- 
lity to pain and pleasure, the cutting of the same is enu-* 
merated in the shdstras as one of the forms of murder 
Qiimsd) and provided for accordingly- A text quoted 
by Kulluka Bhatta^ in commenting on a passage in the 
Menu Samhitay mentions the felling of green wood for fuel 
as one of the upapdtakas or minor sins ; thus implying that 
the proper course is to wait for the tree to die a natural 
death. The sanctity of vegetable life is further protected 
by tne following texts : — 

Vishnu,^ — ^"For cutting (unawares ?) trees yielding fruit 
(such as the bread fruit or mango trees), shrubs, creeping 

1 Institutes XOI, 4 Mailer's S. 
B. E., Vol. VII, p. 270 ; also quot- 
ed by Hemddri in Dinakhanda, 
Adhy. 13, Bib. Ind., p. 1030. 

Qaoted in Hemidri, D&nakhanda^ 
Adhy. 7, Bib. Ind„ p. 502. 



Comm. Menu, XI, 143. 

4 Institutes L, 48, Miiller's S. 
B. E., Vol, VII, p. 161. 
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or climbing plants, or plants yielding blossoms (such 
as the jasmine tree), he must mutter a Vedic text (the 
Q&yaiii) a hundred times." 

Menu.^ — "For cutting fruit-trees, shrubs, creepers, lianas 
or flowering plants, one hundred rikaa must be muttered. 

" If a man destroys for no good purpose plants produced 
by cultivation, or such as spontaneously spring up in the 
forest, he shall attend a cow during one day, subsisting 
on milk alone-" 

Secular penalties have also been imposed on those who 
violated these injunctions, although apparently these are 
imposed only in case of trespass on another's property. A 
man committing ravages upon plants of his own would to 
all appearances be left to the devices of his own conscience. 

Vishnu.^ — " A feller of trees yielding fruit (shall pay) 
the highest amercement. A feller of trees yielding blos- 
soms only (shall pay) the second amercement- He who 
cuts creepers, shrubs or climbing plants (shall pay) a 
hundred karshapanas. He who cuts grass (shall pay) 
one karshdpana. And all such offenders (shall make 
good) to th^ owners (of the trees or plants cut down by 
them) the revenue which they yield." 

Menu? — " According to the usefulness of the several 
(kinds of) trees a fine must be inflicted for injuring them ; 
that is the settled rule," ^ 

7. In order to maintain the cleanliness of gardenSy the Pi-ovisions for 
Hindu sages interdicted their use for filthy purposes* Thus ance of the 
Vhhnu^ prohibits the use of such a place or its vicinity gardeS. 
for answering a call of nature ; Harita? prohibits resort to 

» Institutes XI, 143, 145. Vol. VII, p. 195 ; also quoted in the 

• Institutes V, .55-59 ; also ^^^^^^^^^ i^f 2/2, Bomb. Ed, 

quoted by KuUuka in Comm. ^ , 

Menu. VIII, 285. ' ^ ^TfiRITt S^mT^TV^T^I 

• Institutes VIII, 285. Quoted in ^I^ITT^, Leafs 2/2 
^ Institutes LX, 14, S. B. E., 3/1. 
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trees used in sacrifices ; Apastamha} directs the avoidance 
of the shade of a tree where travellers rest ; and Yama^ 
prohibits in the same connection the shade and roots of 
trees in general. 

The secular sanction for the above sanitary prohibitions 
is contained in the text of . Vishnu^ which imposes on the 
delinquent a fine of a hundred panas and the duty of 
removing the filth. 

Of trees in 8. The texts which we have considered thus far deal 

general. _ . ^ 

for the most part with trees in general, and not with any 
particular trees. The Padma Purdna^^ however, con- 
tains an exhaustive enumeration of the consequences of 
planting trees of particular descriptions. For the most 
part the results are promised to be good except in the 
cases of the Viblutaka which portends transmigration 
into a demon, the vahula which creates fear from thieves, 
and the tola which destroys issue. 

Reiigiousmerit Q, The rcligious merit accruing from the gift of fruit 
fruit trees. trees to the gods or Brahmins is extolled in the following 
texts. The texts ^ of the Vishnu Samhita, MahdbMrata 
and Bhavishyat Purdna, already cited mostly dwell on 
the merits of the physical existence of the tree indepen- 
dently of its ownership. It is possible for the rewards 
there mentioned to be earned by the planter without 
parttng with his right of property in the tree itself. The 
texts which I propose now to deal, treat specially of 
trees as objects of gift either to particular gods or to 
holy Brahmins. 



» Institutes 1, 11, 30,16, 8. B. B., • Institutes V, 106, 107, S. B. 

Vol. II. p. 93; also quoted in E., Vol. VII, ». 34. 

: , "5 r i, o/i * Quoted in HemAdri, Dina- 

^^r^l^, Leaf 3/1. ^^"^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ j,.^^ I„^.^ p. 

• Quoted in the ^mi^M, 1031. 

Leaf 2/2. * ^^^^» P- 2- 
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Nandi Purdna} — " The man who gives a fruit-tree 
with a view to religion, attains the abode of Varuna, 
with his soul gratified by the fulfilment of all desires." 

Mahdhhdrata? — '" He who gives a fruit-bearing tree to 
the gods or to the Brahmins, sports like a god, for 
time without end in the mansions of those who drink 
nectar, served by celestial nymphs and accompanied 
by his progenitors." This is followed by the separate 
enumeration of the rewards earned by the gift of parti- 
cular trees, the list not containing the trees prohibited for 
planting by the Padma Purdna, in the text ^ above cited. 
The passage concludes with the general declaration that 
by the gift of other trees producing flowers and fruit, the 
donor attains supreme power and prosperity.* 

According to the Nandi Purdna ^ " the man who makes 
a pleasure-garden (for Shiva) full of flowers, furnished 
with a reservoir of water, protected (on all sides) and 
possessed of abundance of fruit, sojourns to the abode of 
Shiva and dwells there for three Yugas,^^ 

10. Special religious efficacy is ascribed to certain Special reiigi- 
grouping of plants. One of these is called the panch- the grouping 
dmra^ although curiously enough the dmra mango is not 
after all included in the composition. According to the 



Quoted in Hemddn, Ddnakhanda, 
Adhy. 13, Bib. Ind., p. 1034. 

5OTnt ^^i^ f»ni I 



Quoted in Hemidri, Danakhan- 
da, Adhy. 13, Bib. I nd., p. 1034. 

Quoted in Hemddri as above. 

* Quoted in Hemddri, Dana- 
khanda, Adhy. 13, Bib. Ind., p. 
1041. 
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Mahdbhdrata^ the pancfidmra grove consists of specific 
numbers of the (1) ashwattha^ (2) mm, (3) m/a, (4) tama* 
rind, (5) kapitha^ (6) vilwa and (7) dmalaki trees, and the 
planter of such a grove never sees hell. Another version ^ 
of the same text makes the grove to consist of specified 
numbers of the (1) ashwattha^ (2) nim, (3) champaca^ 
(4) pesara^ (5) palm and (6) cocoanut trees. 

The last reading is adopted in the Tithitatva ^ without 
mentioning the name of the work quoted from, and in the 
same connection Raghunandana quotes a text of the Va- 
rdha Purdna • which makes the panchdmra to consist of 
(1) ashwattha^ (2) mm, (3) vata^ (4) Jdti, (5) pomegranate 
and (6) sweetlime. All the readings, however, are open 
to the remark that they include more than Jive elements 
in the composition. 

Another sacred group is known by the name of the 
panch avail. It consists, according to the Skanda Purdna^ 
of the (1) aswattha^ (2) vilwa, (3) vata, (4) dhdtri (dmlaki) 
and (5) asoka ; these are to be planted to the east, north, west, 
south and south-east respectively of a vedi or raised in the 
middle, four cubits in size and of beautiful shape ; when 
the trees have grown for five years, the place has to be 
consecrated and religious austerities practised on such a 
spot are fruitful of endless rewards. 

A bigger type of this sacred grove is described in the 
same work, under the name of Vrihat-Panchonvati, as 
composed of a (1) vilwa tree placed in the centre, single 
specimens of the (2) vilwa dmalaki and (3) ashtoattha in the 
four cardinal directions, a vata tree at each of the four 
corners, and a circle of twenty-five asoka trees surround- 
ing the whole ; the maker acquires the prowess of Indra ; 

» Quoted in HemAdri, Ddna- • Quoted in ^l^^WffJ'I, See 
khanda, Adhy. 13, p. 1032, and V^JMj p. 2065. 
^^^' • Quoted in ^RFfftPrfl', pp. 381*2, 
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he is master of incantations in this world and obtains sal- 
vation in the next. 

11. The mind of primitive man was nndonbtedly moved Awe inspired 
with awe at the majestic monarchs of the forest which treS,*^^ *^ 
towered high their heads over the surrounding vegetation. 

The Vanaspatis or * Lords of the Forest,' have been the 
objects of Hindu homage from the most ancient times. 

The Satapatha Brdhmana^ contains directions as to 
the Vanaspati homa or oblation to fire in honor of 'the 
Lord of the Forest ' and identifies him with Soma. 

The solitude of the forest, personified as the goddess 
Aranyaniy is the subject of the following hymn in the Rig 
Veda (X, 146) :— 

[Muir's Sanskrit Texts, Vol. V, p. 423.] 

" 1. Thou seemest, goddess, here to stray, 
Forlorn among these trackless wood, 
These dark and dreary solitudes. 
Why dost thou not inquire the way 
That leads to cheerful human haunts ? 
Is there nought here thy courage daunts ? 

'* 5. Herself this goddess does not slay, 

Although she nurtures murderous beasts : 
On luscious fruits the traveller feasts. 
Supplied by her and goes his way. 

" 6. Rich scented, fragrant, full of flowers, 
Her realm with various food is filled ; 
For though by hinds she is not tilled, 
She drinks in sap from heavenly showers.'' 

12. The trees of the fig tribe by the vigor of their Trees of the 

, , fig tribe. 

growth, their abundance of fruit and thickness of shade, 
attracted early attention. As early as the Sutra period, 
the ashwattha had been placed under the special guardian- 
ship of Aditya, the plaksha of lama, the vata of Varuna, 

» III, 8. 3, 33, S. B, B., Vol, XXVI, p. 208 ; also IV, 5, 2, 11 ; 
ditto, p. 395. 
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and the udumhara of Prajapati,^ We have observed in 
connection with the rules of vastu vidyd that these trees 
are auspicious in certain directions and of evil omen in 
others. Similarly* we find it laid down in the Vishnu 
Dharmottara * that in a garden, the plaksha is auspicious 
to the northy the vata to the east, the udumvara to the 
south, and the ashwattha to the west ; they are not de- 
sirable if growing in the south, Ac, i.^., contrary to those 
respectively indicated above to be auspicious. The same 
treatise directs thorny trees to be placed at a distance in 
gardens, a rule founded on obvious considerations of 
convenience, and to be compared with the directions in 
the Grihya Sutras ^ for the selection of a building site 
free from such or their eradication if existing thereupon. 

According to the Matsya Purdna * in a pleasure-gar- 
den the fruit-trees should be placed to the east ; the milky 
trees to the west ; to the south a water-reservoir graces 
with the lotus ; nalas and tolas to the north. 

A garden if attached to a house is to be placed on it» 
left side on the authority of the Vishnu Dharmottara.^ 
The ceremony 13. The cercmouy of pratishtthd or consecration for • 

of pratiskttha , •! i • -i ly 

trees and groves is described m the Matsya Purdna^ 
to be in its preliminaries the same as that already 
described for water-reservoirs. The erection of the man-' 
dapa, the appointment of priests and the collection of 
materials is the same. The trees which are the subject 



or consecra 
tion. 



» GobhUa Grihya Sutra, IV, 7, 
24, Bib. Ind., p. 713. 

• Quoted in Hemddri, Ddna- 
khanda, Adhy. 13, Bib. Ind., p. 
1041. 

• Gobhila, IV, 7, 4, Bib. Ind„ 
p. 707, Ashwalayana II, 7, 5, Bib. 
Ind., p. 143. 

• Quoted in ^pTHfi^f^W 
p. 714. 



• Quoted in Hemddri, Ddna- 
khanda 13, Bib. Ind., p. 1041. 

• Quoted in HemAdrj, Ddna- 
khanda,Adhy.l3, Bib. Ind,.p. 1048. 
The same directions also occur in 
the Parishisktha of Aghtoaldyana 
OHhya Sutra, " ^JXWSi^ 
ft*^,'* &c. See Bib. Ind.. 
Ashwalayana Grihya Sutra, 
p. 344. 
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of the ceremony are to be irrigated with holy water, 
beautified' with rice-flour and alaktaka^ adorned with 
garlands and covered with cloths. The ear-boring cere- 
mony is then to be performed for each with a golden 
needle and collyrium applied (as if to their eyes) with a 
golden pencil ; and imitation fruits of silver placed upon 
the platform at the foot of each tree. A kalasa pro- 
perly filled is to be installed for each, and homas oflfered 
for Indra and the other Lokapdlas or guardians of the 
quarters of the globe and also in honour of ' Lord of the 
Forest' Vanaspati^ of which mention has already been 
made, and which is specially introduced because of the 
trees. Then a milch-cow, covered with white cloths^ 
ornamented with gold, specially in her horns, and accom- 
panied by a milking vessel of bell-metal, is to be released 
in the midst of the trees, with her face to the north, so that 
naturally she proceeds in that direction. The worshipper 
then is bathed by the priests from the auspicious waters of 
the installed water-pots to the accompaniment of music 
and auspicious songs. Having so bathed and attired 
himself in white cloths, the worshipper honours the priests 
with appropriate presents. The ground is sprinkled for 
four days with milk and a Koma performed with ghee^ barley 
and black sesamum. On the fourth day there is held 
a great festival and presents again offered to the prieift. 
He who performs the vrikshotsava or 'Tree-festival,' 
according to the above rule, has all his desires gratified 
and enjoys eternal exaltation. The man who has con- 
secrated even a single tree, dwells in heaven till three 
ayutas of Indra. He procures the salvation of past and 
future generations, and obtains final emancipation from 
which there is no return. 

14. In the shdstras certain diseases are ascribed to Expiation for 
improper attacks upon trees committed in a previous attacks on 

P, HLE 16 
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Atkwattha 
trees. 



trees in the existence, and the expiation laid down for such sins consists 

previouB exist- « , . , . /• • i 

enoe. 01 making metallic images of particular trees and bestow- 

ing them upon Brahmins after proper worship, &o. Gifts 
of this kind are described in the D&nakhanda^ of Hemadri 
for ashwattha^ vata and mango trees. 

16, We have already seen that in the Ghobliila Grihya 
Sutra the ashwattha is described as a tree presided over by 
Aditya. The latter divinity is identified by Yaska with 
Vishnu} In later days, therefore, the ashwattha came to 
be treated as a tree specially sacred to Vishnu, and so 
Krishna declares himself in the Bhagavat Gita^ to be the 
ashwattha amongst all trees. To plant an ashwattha tree 
is considered an act of piety and to destroy one by cutting 
a great sin. 

18. The vilwa tree is sacred to Siva, and it is called the 
Sri-briksha^ a name whereby hangs the tale of its origin. 
The legend is thus given in the Yogini-tantra^ Of the 
two wives of Vishnu, namely, Sri (Lakshmi) and Saraswati, 
the god was particularly fond of Saraswati and neglected 
her rival. Weighed with this sorrow the neglected consort 
went to the temple of Siva in Sri-Saila and practised 
severe austerities in solitude. When this did not effect the 
propitiation of Siva, the goddess transformed herself into 
a tree and continuously worshipped the emblem of Siva 
with the leaves, flowers, and fruit produced therefrom. 
Such assiduity for a crore of years procured her the favour 



VUtoa trees. 



^ Hemddri, Bib. Ind., pp. 1035- 
1041. 

« Muir's Sanskrit Texts, Vol. 
IV, pp. 64-65. 

• Adhy X. 

^ Purvakhanda, 5th p a t a 1 a . 
Quoted in ^n^ipftft^t, p. 380. 
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of Siva, whereby she became the favourite wife of Vishnn. 
For this reason the goddess always worships Siva assum- 
ing the shape of that tree ; and hence the tree is called 
Sri-hriksha and it products in every shape highly accept- 
able to that god. 

Tte Devi Furdna} threatens the direst consequences for 
those who cut down this sacred tree. 

" Those wicked and vicious people who cut down the Sri- 
iriksha, are roasted (or afflicted) in the hills named Pachya, 
' &c,y for the period of a day of Brahma = 12 millions of di- 
vine years, each divine day being equal to one mortal year). 

" Such persons, though living, are as good as the dead 
and are stigmatized in this world as murderers of Brdh- 
mans. The country, where a Sri-hriksha is cut down, has 
always cause to fear ; its kings do not live long and there 
is no contentment in this world there." 

17. I now pass to the subject of the ancient practice Ancient 

practice of 

of aflUiation of trees The following account aflaiiation of 

1ji*6es 

of this interesting ceremony is to be found in Hemadri.* 



^ Quoted in Hemddri, D4na- 
khanda, Adhy. 13, Bib. Ind., p. 

1047. 

* ChatuTvarga ChintamanU 
D^nakhanda, Ch. 13, Bib. Ind., 
pp. 1050-5. 
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The Matsya Purdna has declared : A tank is equal to 
ten wells, a tree is equal to ten tanks ; ten trees are equal 
to a son, and ten sons are equal to a tree. And the 
Nandi Purdna ordains, that one, who adopts a tree as his 
son before a fire, according to the rules laid down for the 
purpose, is absolved from all heinous sins, releases his 
three generations from the hills, and goes (after death) to 
the auspicious regions of Brahmd. The preliminaries of 
the adoption ceremony are narrated at length in the 
Skanda Purdna^ the most important point of which is the 
obtaining of the sanction of holy Brahmanas versed in 
the Vedas. The ceremonies for accomplishing the adoption 
are given at length in the Brahma Vaivarta Purdna, the 
chief features of which are, the investiture of the tree 
with clothes, jewels and scents, the worship of Indra and 
other Lokapdlas, the sacrifice to the planets, the worship 
of MdtrikaSj the feeding of Brihmans and making rich 
gifts to them, and the performance of the Sanskdras 
usually observed in the case of a male child, viz., the 
cutting of the navel, the naming, the first feeding of rice 
the tonsure ceremony, the investiture with the sacred thread 
and even marriage. The ceremonies are concluded with 
the following hymn of benediction by the adopter : — 

"The trees that adorn the mountain tops, those that 
are planted in the Nandana and other gardens of heavens 
those that give what is wished by the gods, men, serpent, 
or kinnaras, — ^let them by this (incantation) drive away 
the sin and sorrow of this one. 

" These Brdhmanas, who have been offered oblations 
and have accepted them, and the yonder moon, witness 
that, tree 1 you have been adopted by me as my son. 
You should ever perform your duties as my son.^ 

   L >  . I I , .  .   . ■• 
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" Born of every limb (of mine) and born of my heart, you 
are my own self, though son in name : may you live for a 
hundred years." 

Then follows more bestowals of gifts to Brahmanas, 
presents to the planter of the tree, feasts to the poor and 
orphans, and general merry-making. 

The policy of adopting a tree as son is thus approved : 
"No good can result to men without sons, but present and 
after-life are both destroyed by evil sons. Therefore, wise 
men, considering this, should carefully nourish plants 
and adopt them by the rules laid down in the Vedas." * 

The tree-son adopted under such rules is said to shed 
a stream of honey on the adoptive ancestors in hell.* 

As to the selection of a plant, it is directed that one 
with thick foliage but soft leaves, capable of bearing cold, 
wind, and the sun, and of tender age should be selected. 
One with a feminine name, thorny, crooked, eaten by 
worms, or having hollows, is to be avoided. 

18. The great sanctity attached to the planting and Tuiasi trees, 
worship of Tuiasi trees by Vaishnavas is well-known to 
require special comments thereon. Under this head, Gopal- 
bhatta^ quotes many slokas from the Skanda Purdna^ 
Nasdda and Agastya SamMtas. It will be suflScient for 
our purposes here to note, that the plucking of the Tuiasi 
leaves is prohibited on the 12th days of the moon, &nd 
a text from Kdrttika Mdhdtmya is quoted to authorise 
the plucking of its leaves for the purposes of the worship 
of gods.* Gopalbhatta also alludes to a ceremony known 



^ See fW^ftlPwm, pp.188. . ^ ^h^forfwPWIW. 
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as the marriage of Tulasi ^ith Vishnu^ an act of great 
religions merit to the Vaishnavaa, The details of the 
ceremony are to be found in VasishJtMs^ texts quoted by 
Gopalbhatta. The pratisJuhd or instituting ceremony 
of a Tulasi plant is described in the Vishnu Ydmala 
Tantra} 



CHAPTER X. 

{Lectures XII and XIIl,) 

On the Gift and Dismissal of Sacreijo Bulls. 

Domestication of animals — horse^ billl and coW — ^by the Ai'yan people* 
1. — Wealth consisted oi herds of cattle as shown by passages 
from the Big- Veda* 2. — Pdissages showing beef t6 be a common 
article of food, 3 ; feeling prevalent against beef -eating even in 
those days, 4; di^erence of opinion regarding beef -eating, 5; sacred 
nature of cow*s life, 6 ; importance of balls, 7 ; no Wrong in tres- 
pass by a seed-bull or a consecrated cow, 8 ; special efficacy of gifts 
of cows, 9 ; gifts of imitation cows, lO ; ceremony of gift of cows, II ; 
authorities regarding gift of coWs, 12 ; the Vrishotsarga ceremony 
or the ceremony of consecrating a bull, 13 ; practice of marking 
the consecrated bull, 14 ; no punishment for trespass by a conse- 
crated bull, 15. — Decisions by the different High Courts of the 
Question whether a consecrated bull is a *^ property *^ or an " olject" 
within the meaning of sec. 295, I. P. O.— Queen-Empress v. 
JamMra— Queen-Empress v. Bandhu—Qiteen-Empress v. Nihcd — 
Queen-Empress v. Nulla— Queen-Empress v. Imam AH — Hakim 
v. Empress— Bomesh Chunder SanyaJ, v. Hiru Mondul, 

1. Dr. Schrudbr in his Prehistoric Antiquities of the Domestication 
Aryan people,^ writing on the subject of cattle, remarks: specially horse, 
" When we visit a farm at the present day and observe 
the friendly nature of the life which goes oh there — the 
horse proudly and obediently bending his neck to the 
yoke ; the cow offering her streaming udder to the milk- 
maid ; the woolly flock going forth to the field, accom- 
panied by their trusty protector, the dog, who comes 
fawning to his master — the familiar intercourse between 
man and beast seems so natural that it is scarcely con- 
ceivable that things may once have been different. 

» See pp. 259-260. 
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'' And yet in this picture we only see the final result 
of thousands and thousands of years of work of civili- 
sation. * * * In the civilised states of the old world, 
indeed, the domestication of animals is lost in the mists 
of antiquity. Nay, if we go beyond the limits of his- 
tory and travel back to the time when Semitic tongues and 
nations were not yet differentiated, we find that the 
domestication ofanimals was far advanced * * * Even the 
Indo-European was a cattle breeder. His herds (Goth. 
hairda^ Sans. Cdrdhd) were his wealth (Tae., Germ., c. 5), 
the object for which he fought (Sans, gdvisthi^ '' struggle 
for cows" — "fight"), and the source of his food and 
clothing. Yet he too must have passed through a lower 
stage of development. * * The importance of cattle in 
the primitive age is shown by the existence of a common 
collective name for it. The Germ, vich^ O.H. Q,Jihu, Goth. 
/ot'Au, 0. P. peku (?), are etymologically identical with 
Lat. pecus^ Sans, patu, Zend, pasu (" small cattle " parti- 
cularly), and go back to a root pag (Sans, pdcdydmi)^ 
which meant " fasten," " capture.'* * * By far the most 
important position was occupied by the homed cattle as 
is shown by the primitive names for the special ages and 
sexes. (Sans. Ukshdn^ gdy vaQA, prshati " spotted cow," 
rshabha, vrsha, dhenu^ and so on.) 

"^he cow, which like the bull, is intimately connected 
with Indo-European mythology, has during her lifetime 
a double significance. On the one hand, she is the milk 
giving creature (Sans. dhSn^^ Zend, gdo dainu)^ on the 
other, she is specially the beast of burden and draught of 
the primitive age (Sans, anadvdh). When killed, her 
flesh supplies food, while the hide is converted into shield^ 
bow-strings, bags, straps, caps, &c." 
Wealth con- 2. The Rig- Veda abounds with passages indicating the 
of oattie. idea of wealth consisting of herds of cattle, an idea 
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natural to a pastoral people the most valuable product 
being the milk. For example, I quote the following : — 

*' Day by day we invoke the doer of good works for 
our protection as a good milch-cow for the milking (is 
caUed by the milker). 

" Drinker of the soma juice, come to our (daily) rites, 
and drink of the libation; the satisfaction of (thee who art) 
the bestower of riches, is verily (the cause of) the gift 
of cattle. That is, if Indra be satisfied, he will augment 
the worshipper's herds)."* 

" Verily the words of Indra to his worshippers are 
true, manifold, cow^conferring^ and to be held in honour ; 
(they are) like a branch (loaded with) ripe (fruit).' 

" I invoke the milch-cow that is easily milked, that the 
hardy milker may milk her : may Savitri accept this our 
excellent libation, that his heat may thereby increase : it 
is for this, verily, that I earnestly invoke him. 

" She comes lowing, abounding in rich (products), de- 
siring her calf in her mind : may this cow grant her milk 
to the Aswins : may she thrive for our great advantage."* 

3. Numerous passages also exist in the Veda pointing Beef,acommon 
to the fact that beef was a common article of food with food, 
men, and as such a favourite offering for the gods. Thus 
Muir speaking of Indra in the Rig- Veda, says :* " He is 
also spoken of as eating the flesh of bulls, or buffaloes, at 
the same time that he drinks the draughts of Soma (X. 
28, 8, adrind te m^andinah Indra tuydn sunvanti som^n 
pibasi tvameshdm pachanti te vrishabhdn atsi teshdm). 
Three hundred are mentioned in v. 29, Tf., one hundred 
in vui 66, 10, and one in (x)C 27, 2." The following 
extract from the same author^ is also to the point : " The 

> Wilson's Rig-Veda, Vol. T, p. 11.  Mair's Sanskrit Texts, Vol. V» 

* Ditto ditto, ditto, p. 21. p. 90. 

 Ditto ditto. Vol. II, p. 138. » Ditto ditto, ditto. 

Also see p. 140. p. 463. 
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cutting up of flesh, apparently far sacrificial purposes,, is 
mentioned in one place, I, 161, 10 (Mdmsam ekah pimsdti 
siuiayd bhritan.) In I, 164, 43, reference is made to the 
cooking of a bull as being a primeval institution {Ukhd- 
namprisnimapacluinia vifas tdnidhurmaniprathamani dsan ; 
comp. X, 27, 2 ; X, 28, 3. In V, 29, 1 ; VIII, 12, 8 ; VIII, 
66, 10, mention is made of the gods cooking or eating large 
numbers of buffaloes. From the fact of thctee animals being 
offered in sacrifice, it may perhaps be inferred that they 
also formed a portion of human food/' Muir here refers 
his readers to the '^ general note " appended to Sir William 
Jones' translation ; and Menu XI, 60, where killing of a 
cow is mentioned as a minor sin (upupataka) and also to 
verses 109, &c., which lay down rules for expiating the sin 
of slaying a cow. The passage referred to in Sir William 
Jones' '' general note " is an extract from Mandana ratna 
Pradipa} which quotes a text of Smriti declaring the 
slaughter of a bull at a sacrifice to be not permissible in the 
present or Kali age. 
Under current 4, From verv ancicut time, however, an under-current 

of feeling pre- ^ ** 

vailing against of feeling socms to have set in ajrainst beef-eating, based 

beef -eating. 

perhaps on utilitarian or aesthetic grounds, regard being 
had to the utility of the animal to man and the claim to 
motherhood from the milk which sustained the breeder. 
Thus, we read in the Satapatha Brdhmana :^ — 

" Cet him not eat (the flesh) of either the cow or the ox; 
for the cow and the ox doubtless support everything here 
on earth. The gods spoke : ' Verily, the cow and the ox 
support everything here : Come let us bestow on the cow 
and the ox whatever vigour belongs to other species (of 
animals).' Accordingly they bestowed on the cow and the 

» Work of Sir WUlam Jones, Vol. I, Calcutta Ed., 1874, pp. 363 
and 355. 
» S. B. E.. Vol. XXVI, p. 11. 
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OX whatever vigour belonged to other species (of animals) ; 
and therefore the cow and the ox eat most. Hence were 
one to eat (the flesh) of an ox or a cow, there would be, as 
it were, an eating of everything, or, as it were, a going 
on to the end (or to destruction). Such a one indeed 
would be likely to be born (again) as a strange being (as 
one of whom there is) evil report, such as ' he has expelled 
an embryo from a woman,' 'he has committed a sin,' let him 
therefore not eat (the flesh) of the cow and the ox. Never- 
theless ^Ydgflavalki/a said, ' I, for one, eat it, provided that 
it is tender.' " 

6. It is true that a text of Apastamba^ ordains that Difference of 
" the meat of milch-cows and oxen may be eaten," but gardmg the 
Gautama,^ on the other hand, expressly prohibits the ™^ ^* 
eating of the flesh of milch-cows and draught oxen," and 
later on. Chapter XXII, 18, he says " (the penance for 
killing) a cow is the same as for (the murder of) a Vaisya." 

And notwithstanding the insinuation .of Satapatha 
Brdhmana^ YdgHavalhya^ in his chapter in expiation of 
minor sins lays down similar directions for expiating the 
slaughter of a cow as is to be found in the verses of 
Menu referred to above. 

6, The cow's life was considered so sacred in Gauta- Cow's life 

considered 

ma's time that in battles men cried quarter by calling them- sacred, 
selves cows and the cry was respected. "No sin (is 
committed) by injuring or slaying (foes) in battle, ex- 
cepting those who have lost their horses, &c., and those • 
who declare themselves to be cows or Brdhmanas." * 

It is rather noteworthy that in the institutes of Apas- 
tamba, who did not recognise the sanctity of bovine life. 



» S. B, B., Vol. II, p. 64. Apas- • Yajfiavalkya III, 263, 264. 

tamba, I, 5, 17, 30. Mandalik's Ed., p. 171. 

* Ditto, p. 266, Gautama, Ch. ^ Gautama, see S. B. E., Vol. II, 

XVII, 30. p. 226 and note. 
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no trace is to be found of snch a cnstom. He simply 
says that '* the Aryas forbid the slaughter of those who 
have laid down their arms, of those who (beg for mercy) 
with flying hair or joined hands, and of fugitives." But 
even Apastamba^ has declared that the same penance 
as for a Sudra must be performed ^^ if a milch-cow or a 
full grown ox (has been slain), without a reason. ('A 
reason ' for hurting a cow is, according to Hara Dutta, 
anger, or the desire to obtain meat.) 

^SE^h^S ^' ^^^^ ^^^ impregnation would be required for pre- 

buUs. venting the deterioration of the breed in a later period of 

human progress when the state of society had completely 
changed from the pastoral to the agricultural. The im- 
portance attached to these bulls is exemplified by the rule 
laid down in the shdstras that the bull kept for impreg- 
nation should be allotted to the share of the eldest son 
on partition. This rule is to be found in Gautama," 
Chapter XXVJII, verse 5, and is quoted by Colebrooke 
in his Digest.' The text is referred to in Dayabhaga, 
Chapter II, 37. Colebrooke also quotes a text of Menu,* 
which declares that, " if there be four wives of a Brdh- 
mana, in the direct order of the classes, and sons be 
produced by them all," then in a partition among such 
sons, the bull kept for impregnating cows goes with 
other things to the Brahmana son. 

Grass for seed- 8. Ydgflavalkua^ absolves the seed-bull (and the con- 
bulls and oows, 

^ secrated cattle of which I will speak presently) from the 

consequences of a trespass in green fields. A similar liber- 
ty is accorded the owners of bulls and cows for procuring 
their food. Thus Menu has declared that taking of grass 

> Apastamba I, 9, 26, 1 S. B. ^ Golebrooke's Digest, VoL II, 
B., VoL II, p. 83. p. 227, v. 60. Menu IX, 150. 

> S. B. E., Vol. II, p. 300. * See MaiidaUk*s Ydgflavalkya, 
' Golebrooke's Digest, Vol. II, p. 227 ; also Goleforooke's Digest, 

p. 219, V. 47. Vol. II, p. 103. 
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for feeding cows is no theft* According to several com- 
mentators the condition is that the things taken were unen-w 
closed. Apastamba lays down the rule that "if seeds 
ripening in the pod, food for a draught ox (are taken), the 
owners ought not to forbid it ; but adds that " to take even 
these things in too great a quantity is sinful." So also 
Gautama, while he throws the responsibility of damage 
done" by cattle on the owner or on the herdsman if it be 
so attended, makes an exception of the rule in the case of 
a man's taking grass for a cow.^ 

9. The gift of cows is one of the approved forms of Gifts of cow». 
gift according to ihe sMstras for the acquisition of reli- 
gious merits.* Numerous texts declare the efficacy of i^ 

gift of cows according to their respective colours and to the 
accompaniment of calves of the same colours, or in a preg- 
nant state or at the moment of delivery.* 

10. As in the case of trees, there are directions for the Gifts of imita- 

./». p • ., J • n • i_ I * tion cows of 

gift of imitation cows of various substances as a means various sub- 
for securing absolution from particular sins or for acquir- *****®®** 
ing particular rewards. Nine forms of such gifts are 
mentioned in the Matsya Parana quoted in Hemadri, 
D&nakhanda, p. 398. The Varaha Purana speaks of the 
gift of Karpasa-^henu^^ the Bhavishyat Purana of a 
Lavana-^henu^ and the Vishnudharma of a Karpuradi" 
dhenuJ' The gift of a golden cow is described in 
numerous works. Vishnu-dharma^ Agni Purana^*Vish' 
wamitra^ Vriddha Gautama^ Banddhayana, and the Vayu 
Purdna quoted in Hem&dri (pp. 436 — 443). 

* MenuVIII,339,Buhler.p.313. ''^W««lfg^l flTT jfr: ^^- 

* Gautama XII, 19, 20 and 28, ^Hmt^ 1 

S. B. B., Vol. II, p. 238. _^_ ; ... _ _,,_^ ^ 

* Bhavishyat Purdna, qaoted in ^^^^ ^i*il ^H^T ^ 4^^^ ^^' 
Hem&dri, Ddnakhanda, p. 397. Tft^^ T' &c. 

* See VaUaranigodana and • Hemadri, DAnakhanda, p. 431. 
Ubhayatomukhi-godana in Hem&' • Ditto ditto, p. 432. 
dri, DAnakhanda, pp. 473-476. i Ditto dilto, p. 434. 
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Ceremony of jj ^ ceremonv is described in the Puranas called 

gift of cows, ^ 

devatoddeshena godAnum (^Wlft^^W ii\^TW) which might at 
first sight imply a gift of cows for the gods. The texts of the 
Linga Furdna and the Vishnvrdharma^ quoted in Hem&dri 
(pp. 463-464) would seem to shew that the gift has to be 
made to a proper Brdhman in the presence of the particu- 
lar god intended to be propitiated. The gift in that way 
is made to a Br&hman devoted to the worship of that 
particular divinity and the propitiation of the god is not 
by a direct gift made to him, but through the medium of 
a gift bestowed upon his follower. ' A text of the Vahrd 
Purdna quoted in Hem&dri (p. 465) directs the donor to 
conceive his favourite god in the Br&hman upon whom the 
cow is intended to be bestowed. 
Various 12. Gifts of cows directly intended for the service of 

authorities re- ^ 

garding gifts the gods are separately mentioned in the shdstras : — 

Skanda Purdna ^ : — " He who bestows a milch-cow to 
(in the name of) Siva or Vishnu, for ablution or as present 
attains the Supreme Brahma." 

Bhabishyat Purdna : — **He who bestows a young milch- 
cow to sun, gives [as it were] the whole world with all 
the animate and inanimate objects on it. 

" The gift for the purpose of ablution or of homa of a 
fine Kapila cow of good breed and giving good milk 
becomes [in merit equal to] the gift of a hundred cows. 

"1?he man who makes a gift of a cow with proper 
ornaments, to the Sun-god gets eight times the spiritual 
benefit of performing an Aswamedha sacrifice. 

"He who bestows to Sun-god a cow about to calf 

attains the merit of making a gift of the whole world 

comprising the seven islands. 
».   

* ' Quoted in Hem^dri, D^nalchanda, p. 466. 



* «» 
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" When the two front legs and the forehead [of the calf] 
are out, the gift becomes tantamount to the gift of the whole 
earth with all the mountains and woods and forests on it." 

The Siva Dharma ^ :— " [The gift of ] ten cows with a 
bull is called BrishahhaikadasL He who with a pure heart 
makes such a gift to Siva becomes in strength, enjoyment 
and other attributes equal to eleven Rudras, and that man 
of subdued passions enjoys pleasure to his heart's contents 
in Siva and other lokas (worlds)." 

Bhahishyat Purdna^ : — " Ten cows with a bull is called 
BrishabhaikadashL Hear what result obtains the man 
who makes such a gift to the Sun. He becomes equal to 
twelve Suns in prowess, is endowed with the attributes 
of anima (subtilty) and enjoys pleasure to his heart's 
contents in the Solar and other in lokas Heaven." 

Siva Dharmottara * : — " Hear what good derives the 
man, who makes the beautiful gift of (»e hundred cows 
with a bull and his twenty-one generations. Mounted on 
vimanas (celestial chariots), resplendent like one crore 
Suns, and capable of going anywhere and everywhere, 
attended by numerous vehicles and worshipped by the 
gods and demons, endowed with the strength of 100 
Budras, like a second Birabhadra, he goes to the beautiful 
region of Siva and becomes the lord of multitude." 

Bhahishyat Purdna^ : — "Hear king what good de- 
rives the man with his twenty-one generations, who makes 
a gift of a hundred cows with a bull to the Sun. That 
king resplendent like ten million Sims and as another Sol 
goes to the beautiful region of the sun and there enjoys 
pleasure like the Sun. 



> Quoted in Hem^ri D^na- * Quoted in Hem^dri, D^na- 
khanda,- p. 466. khanda, p. 467. 

• Ditto ditto, p. 467. * Ditto ditto, pp. 467-468. 
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*^ Having had all sorts of enjoyments, he at the time 
of the destraotion of the whole creation casts off his shroad 
of iUnrion (body) and etiters the orb of the SutL He 
becopies omniscient, all Saulike, he is at r^t in himself 
capable of going everywhere on account of /being perfect 
aild shines like the Sun. '' ^ 

Vishnu Dharmottara : — " He whp after passing three 
4Diight8 on the altar, and living three nights on cow's milk 
makes a gift of a well-fed cow adorned with gold horns, 
silver hoofs, and tail of pearls, and covered with a piece 
' of new doth together with a milk«pallet made of bell- 
xnetal and with dakshina to a Br&hmalt properly robed, 
and satisfied, and who thereafter lives three nights on 
cow's miUc, goes to Sivaloka. 

^^ The man, Brihmans, who makes gift of a cow in 

this manner enjoys these best frnits for as many years as 

the cow has got hairs on her body." 

VriihMsarga jj^ jj^^ ceremony of consecrating a bull (vrishotsarga) 

of consecrating fQnns a patt of the srdddha ceremony of the Hindus. 

a bull* * 

Colebrooke has omitted to give a description of this cere- 
mony in his otherwise very fair account of the srdddhas 
in his essay on the religious ceremonies of the Hindus. 
This ceremony forms the subject of separate treatises 
which give the fullest information upon all points. It 
will be sufficient for our present purposes to state that 
the ceremony seems to be a survival of the Vedic rite of 
gomedha where the bull is set free instead of being 
slaughtered.^ The rationale of this consecration is to be 



» See ^K^^^ Aihioalayana pp. 200, 201 and 209. UWr I 

Orihya Sutra, pp. 103, 108 and Athwalayuna Ghihya Suira, p. 

109; also Colebrooke'8 Essays. Vol. 251, Ac, and ^W^ I in p. 260. 

I, pp. 206-207. Also see ^W- ^^ M^t^* Ashwalayana GHhya 

^\%\ Ashttalayana Orihya Sutra, PoriHthta, pp. 331 to 333. 
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fonnd in the aoimal's use as a propagator of the breed 
and that explains the license given to its movements. • 

Thus Menu has declared '^ that' do fipe dhali be paid for 
(damage don^, by) a cow withiA teg days after her oalvjiiig . 
by bulls l^pt ^r impregnation) and by^ cattle sacred to. jbhe 
gods, whether they are attended* by' a Jierdsmau or not.*** ' 
The following explanation occurs in Buhler's Notes^: 
" Bulls," i.e., ' those set at liberty (see 'V J. . LXXXVl) are., 
meant ' (Nar., KulL), whijjh may be met with, near many . 
Indian villages and in many towns, i Cattle sacred to tlje - 
gods, «.^., either such ar^ set apart fof^sacrifipes,' or * sucb ' ^ 
as are dedicated to temples ' (Medh.). The other comn^en- 
tators prefer the' second application." The saiq^ testis 
quoted by Colebrooke,* but he gives the furthei explana- 
tion by Kullukabhatta on the words " attended or unattend- 
ed" of the text: — " Since even consecrated bulls are kept * 
by herdsman among cows for the sake of impregnating 
them, it is possible they may be attended by a keeper." 

14. The marking of the consecrated bulls isan ancient The marking 
practice, as will be seen from a text of Usdnas^ quoted by buUsT^^*^*^*^^ 
Colebrooke* in the above connection " usanar " : " For 
elephants and horse, no fine is allowed *^ * * or . . . nor 
for bulls marked with the token of consecration." " Bulls 
marked " is explained by Ratndkara as ^^ distinguished 
by the mark of a trident and the like." " The figure of a 
trident," says Colebrooke, " is stamped with a hot iroi> on 
the right shoulder, and a circle or discus on the left horn 
of the steer which is dismissed with four heifers at obse- 
quies, and other occasions of mourning ; the same marks 
are made with sanders wood, instead of being stamped with 
a hot-iron, on a steer dismissed at a marriage or other 

> Menu VIII, 2i3. See Buhler, • Oolebrooke's Digest,, VoL II, 
p. 297 and note. p. 104. 

• Colebrooke's Diarest, VoL II, p. 104. 

P, HLE 17 
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occasion of rejoicing. The trident betokens the consecra- 
tion of the bull to RuDBA ; it is not so obvious what is 
intended by the discus, which is the weapon of Vishnu ; 
for it does not appear that the bull is consecrated to this 

deity." 

Person who is 16. But With reference to the texts quoted in para. 12 

^^^* '^m^^tl a question arises, that supposing a fine couU be imposed, 

i^LTbX if a tresspass by a consecrated bull occurred, who would 

be the person liable to pay the fine. Such a bull has no 

human owner, and the liability may be shifted to the 

original dismisser or a chance keeper or attendant. The 

following text of Ydgnavalkyay quoted by Colebrooke in 

his Digest, Vol. II, p. 108, and the commentary thereon 

have an important bearing on the question : — 

** Yagnavalkta. — A bull, consecrated cattle, a cow 
which has lately calved, a stray, and other beasts which 
are not attended by a keeper, should be set free, for they 
are impelled by God and the king." 

The Mitdcshara explains : '^ Consecrated catfcle " to be 
such as are dismissed in honour of the deity, according to 
the form for consecrating bulls. These and the others 
indicated ' should be set free,* «.^., even though they con- 
sume a stranger's grain, no fine shall be levied. 

" lu the Ratndcara also, the same exposition is given. 
Since a fine cannot be imposed for consecrated cattle 
which have no human owner, the mention of them must 
be intended for the purpose of illustration. As consecrated 
cattle occasion no amercement, so bulls and the rest 
occasion none. This also is noticed in the Mitddshara. 

*'A bull cannot be restrained. Consecrated cattle are 
beasts dismissed in honour of the deity. As land dedi- 
cated to the deity, and the vessels appropriated to wor- 
ship, are held and kept by the instituted worshipper of the 
deity; so, if some person feed with grass or the like, 
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cattle consecrated by any man, it might be questioned 
whether he should be liable to a fine, and since it might 
be questioned, in the case of a bull dismissed, whether the 
dismisser be liable to a fine, because he is the remote 
cause of the trespass, therefore it is declared that no fine 
shall be imposed; or it is so declared, on the doubt 
whether the keeper might be fined for mischief d<me by 
consecrated cattle attended by a keeper." 

16. The question whether consecrated bull or bulls Consecrated 

bull is pro- 
devoted to the gods 4tre * property, and whether they perty, and an 

can be considered as ' objects ' within the meaning of sec. 295, i. p. 

sec. 295 of the Indian Penal Code, has been the subject of Authorities 

1 1 • • 1* 1 V 1 regarding thd 

several decisions discussed below : — game. 



(1) The earliest decision on this point is to be found in Queen-mnpresg 
Queen-Empress v. Jameera,^ which is referred to in the Queen- Empress 
case of Queenr-Empress v. Nihal in L L. R., 9 AIL, p. 348. 

It was held in this case by Mr. Justice Brodhurst that the 
bull was not property^ for the reason, that a person letting 
loose the animal, surrendered all rights of property 
therein. 

(2) The next decision is that of Queen-Empress v. Queen- E?npress 
Bandhu.^ ** A person was convicted and sentenced uuder 

sec. 411 of the Indian Penal Code for dishonestly receiv- 
ing a bull, knowing the same to have been criminally 
misappropriated. It was found that, at the time of the 
alleged misappropriation, the bull had been set at large by 
some Hindu, in accordance with Hindu religious usage, 
at the time of performing funeral ceremonies.'' 

The Sessions Judge in affirming the sentence of convic- 
tion made the following observation : " It was certainly 
not the intention of the persons who set the bull at large 
that any human right of property should be attached to 

* Weekly Notes, 1884, p. 87- » I. L. B., 8 All., 6L 
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it by any one, and the intentions of such persons are 
respected by general public feeling ; and the bnlls so let 
loose are looked npon as not liable to be converted to nse 
in any way that would interfere with their liberty. I 
may be straining a pointy but I think it may be held that 
the Hindu public have such an interest in these ' sdnds ' 
remaining unmolested and at liberty, as to make them 
the subjects of a sort of public rights, and so bring them 
within the meaning of ' property." 

Mr. Justice Straight, before whom the case came up 
for revision, " held that the bull was not, at the time of the 
alleged misappropriation, ' property * within the meaning 
of the Indian Penal Code, inasmuch as not only was it 
not the subject of ownership by any person, but the origi- 
nal owner had surrendered all his rights as its proprietor ; 
that it was therefore nullius proprietus and incapable of 
larceny being committed in respect of it ; and that the 
conviction must be set aside." 
Queen-Empress (3) The Same view was again expressed by Mr. Jus- 
tice Straight in another case, Queen-Empress v. Nihal} 
This also was a case of conviction under s. 411 of the In- 
dian Penal Code, the subject-matter of the charge being a 
branded bull set at large, as a pious act, for the benefit of a 
deceased person. The Magistrate, in convicting the pri- 
soner, observed : " The definition given by Sheo Dial, one of 
the witnesses for the prosecution, of the rights and interests 
inherent in the person thus setting at liberty a bull sacred 
to the memory of a deceased, clearly shows that the act 
does not of itself involve a renunciation of ownership. 
The only modification that takes place is that he cannot 
dispose of it to his own advantage and appropriate it to 
his own use. From this it is obvious that the original 



V. Nihal. 



* I. L. R., 9 All., 348. 



LEGS. XII, XIII.] DECISIONS OF THE COURTS. 261 

owner's title is not completely annihilated. He is re- 
stricted to the exercise of such rights of ownership only, 
as would not militate against the special purpose for 
which the animal was set apart. This being so, the 
bull, in this case, must be held to have belonged to, and 
to have been stolen from the possession of, the com- 
plainant," 

The Sessions Judge affirmed the conviction on the 
evidence, but Mr. Justice Straight set aside the conviction 
and referred to Mr. Justice Brodhurst's decision in Queen- Queen-Emprest 
Empress v. Jameera and his own decision to the same 
effect in Queen-Empress v. Bandhu, This last case, his Qveen-Emprest 
Lordship observed, had been determined after very full and 
careful observation. The vakeel for the- accused in that 
case " was good enough to lay before me all the informa- 
tion that was obtainable in reference to the practice 
and procedure among the Hindus in the matter of dedi- 
cation or setting loose these bulls upon the death of a re- 
lative, and from that information it was beyond doubt 
that, as understood among men of that religion, the per- 
son letting loose the animal, by the act of so doing, sur- 
rendered and abandoned all proprietary rights therein. 
My brother Brodhurst in the case of Queen-Empress v. 
Jam£erc} obviously adopted this view, which I hold to 
correctly represent the real condition of things." Such 
a bull was accordingly held not to be " property " which 
is capable of being made the subject of dishonest receipt 
or possession within the meaning of sees. 140 and 141 of 
the Indian Penal Code. 

(4) Against the current of the above three Allahabad Em^rm v. 
decisions, is the Madras decision of Empress v. Nulla^ 
which seeks to make a slight difference in the case of bulls 

» Weekly Notes, 1884, p. 87. » I. L. E., 11 Mad., 145. 
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dedicated to temples. According to Mr. Jnatice Mnttitsami 
Ayjar and Mr. Ja&tice Brandt, a bnll dedicated to an idol 
is noi fera bestia and therefore n?# Twlliiis simply because 
it is ordinarily a wandering beast and roams at large free 
from all control. Their Lordships held that, primd facie, 
the trustee of the temple, where the idol is worshipped, 
has the rights and liabilities attaching to its ownership. In 
commenting upon this decision, Mr. Justice Norris, in his 
judgment in Ramesh Chmder Scmyal v. Hiru Mondul, ^ 
observed that he failed to see anything in this judgment 
in the least degree impeaching or questioning the correct- 
ness of the law laid down by Mr. Justice Straight in 
QueenrEmpreis v. Bandhu.^ Mr. Justice Norris' summary 
of this Madras case was as follows ': — 

" In that case two persons had been convicted of mis- 
chief and criminal misappropriaticm in respect of a bull 
described as ^ the Kamatchi Amman temple bulL' On 
appeal the Sessions Judge, * having regard to the principle, 
on which the case of Queen-EmpreM v. Bandhu* was 
decided, namely, that a bull set at large in accordance with 
Hindu religious usage, when the original owner abandons 
all proprietary right in such animal, cannot be the object 
of larceny, and being of opinion that no material distinction 
in principle could be drawn between the case of a beast so 
abandoned and the case of a beast abandoned by its former 
owner and dedicated or attached to a temple, not, however, 
without considerable hesitation, held the bull in the latter 
case to be a fera bestia, and as res nvdliics to be incapable of 
being the object of the oflfences in respect of which the ac- 
cused were convicted," and quashed the conviction. On 
the case coming before the Court in the exercise of its 



• I. L. R„ 17 Cal., 861. 'See I. L. B., 17 Cal., pp. 

« I. L. R., 8 All., 61. 860-861. 

 I. L. E., 8 All., 51. 
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revisional jurisdiction, the learned Judges, Muttusami 
Ayyar and Brandt, JJ., said : — 

** We do not think it necessary to interfere in revision, 
not because we agree with the Sessions Judge that there 
is no material distinction between the case of an animal, 
property in which is wholly renounced or abandoned, and 
allowed, in accordance with religious or superstitious 
usage, to roam at large free from all control, and that of 
such an animal so abandoned and at large after dedica- 
tion to a temple, but because the accused have undergone 
three months' rigorous imprisonment for the ofifences of 
which they were convicted. We consider there is a mat- 
erial distinction between the two cases  *  * 
* * * If on the evidence it appeared that the animal 
was turned loose after dedication to the temple, and that it 
was actually or inferentially accepted as so dedicated on 
behalf of the temple, then though the animal were allowed 
-to be at large free from all control, it would primd facie 
be the property of the temple." 

The concluding remarks of the same learned Judges 
indicate " the principles to which regard should be had in 
such cases." Their Lordships^ observe :— 

" If such animals, in their wanderings at time, trespass 
on, and do damage to, private property with impunity, it 
is because superstition induces villagers to regard them 
with veneration, and to endure the mischief which* they 
commit without seeking redress as of right. If the Sessions 
Judge's view of the law were correct, it would seem to 
follow that the trustee of a temple, who accepted the dedi- 
cation to the temple of such an animal, would not be re- 
sponsible for injuries caused, for example, to a child play- 
ing in the street by a bull, to his knowledge dangerous or 

' Muttuswami Ayyar and Brandt, JJ. 
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habicnallj mischieTous : a proposition on the face of it ' 

« 

untenable. Even in the case of a person wholly abandon- 
ing an animal, sach as a boll, without any precaution taken 
for its future control, it is not to be assumed that he would 
be free from liability, civil or criminal, in respect of 
damage done by such animal." 
Queen-Bmprest (5) In Que€nrEmpr€88 V. Imam AU and another^ the 
question was raised whether the word " object " in sec. 
295 of the Indian Penal Code included animate objects as 
a cow. The accused, two Muhammadans, were convicted 
by the Magistrate of Shahjehanpore for killing cows in a 
public place frequented by Hindus, as the cow, according to 
the Magistrate's view, was an * object held sacred by ' the 
Hindus. The case came up in revision before the Full 
Bench who held that the word ' object ' in sec. 295 
applied to inanimate objects only. Sir John Edge, C. J., 
came to the conclusion that it was intended that the 
" object *' should be one ejusdem generis with a place 
of worship, that is, some inanimate object as an idol, &c. 
Had a wider meaning been intended, he said he should 
have expected to find in the definition clause the word 
"object" defined. But there was no such definition, 
while the words ' animal,' * man,' * woman,' and ' person ' 
were there defined. Justice Straight thought that the 
words ' destroys,' ' damages or defiles,' having been used 
in connection with the word ' object,' the former precluded 
the notion that a cow could come within the definition. 
Justice Brodhurst thought, if the Legislature intended such 
to be the case, they would have used a more appropriate 
language, and such word as " kills, maims or otherwise 
injures any animal " would have been inserted between 
the word " any object " and the word " held sacred by any 

» I. L. R., X All., F. B.% p. 160. 
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class of persons," Jastice Tyrell concurred with the 
Chief Justice, and Justice Mahmood observed that the 
language of statutes should be construed strictly and in 
favour of the subject, and the words importing a popular 
meaning ought to be construed in such a sense. But 
there was another aspect of the case. The bovine species is 
not the only class of animal held sacred by the Hindu 
population of India, and indeed even trees, such as the 
pipal^ are included among the objects of worship or venera- 
tion by that section of the community ; a state of things 
which made the task of Judges very serious indeed. 

He thought it was not beyond his province as a Judge 
of the High Court to take judicial notice of the religious 
history of the Hindus, as also of the Muhammadan ecclesi- 
astical law, in so far, as they bear upon the facts of this 
case. He then pointed out that sacrifice of a horse or of a 
cow was allowed in ancient times of the Hindu history. 
"No doubt with the progress of time the advance of 
civilization and the development of utilitarian ideas among 
the people, both these sacrifices fell into disuse, and the 
cow as the furnisher of milk and the mother of the bovine 
species (so universally employed in this country for pur- 
poses of agriculture) rose from being an object of utility to 
the footing of sanctity." But this circumstance could not 
affect the interpretation of the word "object" as it occurs in 
sec. 295 of the Indian Penal Code. According to Justice 
Mahmood's opinion, the fact was that Her Majesty's sub- 
jects in India having long been accustomed to oppressive 
methods had not yet advanced to that state of civilization 
which can appreciate the high ideals of religious toleration 
and individual liberty which were introduced by the 
British Government. The learned Judge also thought 
that difficulties sometimes arose in connection with such 
matters, which were not due to any defect of the law 
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but to the inconsiderate and reckless behavioar of the 
various sections of a public which had not yet learnt to 
appreciate the blessings of the reforms introduced by 
British rule. He could not help feeling that the accused 
bad been guilty of imprudent and inconsiderate conduct 
on their part, and could not conceive that the gentlemanly 
feelings of any -Muhammadan of the better classes would 
permit, even on the festival of Id-uUzohay the sacrifice of 
a cow, in a manner which woxdd offend the religious 
feelings of their Hindu fellow-subjects and neighbours. 
But with all that, h^nras bound to hold that sec. 295 of the 
Indian Penal Code did not cover this case, and that the 
convictions were therefore wrong in law, and added that 
the circumstances of the case require that such matters 
should be dealt with by municipal regulations for which 
ample provision is made in our law. He said the facts 
proved in this case did not constitute a criminal offence 
within the meaning of the Penal Code, but he did not 
wish to be understood to lay down any general rule as to 
whether acts done by Hindus or Muhammadans offensive 
to each other's religious feelings would not in certain cir- 
cumstances constitute an offence under the Code. 
Hakim v. (6) Another case in which it became necessary to con- 

mpress^ gider the effect of sec. 295 of the Penal Code is Hakim v. 
Emp/ess} The material facts of the case will appear 
from the following extract from the judgments of the 
Chief Court delivered by Plowden, J. : " We consider 
that there is in the judgment of the Sessions Judge a 
finding sufficient to render the conviction sustainable. 
The charge he considers proved under sec. 295, Indian j 

Penal Code, is not identical with that on which the Magis- J 

trate convicted, but it is a charge that the accused destroyed 



* Paajab Record, 1884, No. 27. See also note in p. 159 of I. L. B., 10 AU. 
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a cow, an object held sacred by the Hindus^ with the 
knowledge that his Hindu neighbours were likely to 
consider such destruction an insult to their religion." 

It was held, " that the word ' object ' " as used in this 
section is not limited to inanimate objects ; it is wide 
enough to include animate objects which are held sacred, 
as well as idols, relics, or the like. The narrower con- 
struction would leave a very grave species of offences 
unprovided for, which the language employed, when liter- 
ally construed, is wide enough to include." 

7. The latest decision on the point is to be found in R(mesh Chim- 
the case of Romesh Chunder Sanyal v. Hiru MonduU Him Mondui. 
The decision in this case is extremely important as it dis- 
cusses both classes of cases cited above. The facts of the 
case were as follows : It appeared that a bull was dedi- 
cated and set at large with the usual ceremonies on the 
occasion of the Adya Sradha of a Hindu. The bull still 
received some attention from the cowherd of the persons 
who set it at liberty, and was daily fed by him by direction 
of his employers, and was not used for breeding purposes 
without their permission being asked. The accused, two 
Muhammadans, were charged with having killed the bull. 
It was shown that they did so secretly at night, no Hindu 
being present, and for the mere sake of its flesh and skin. 
The Deputy Magistrate discharged the accused under 
sec. 293 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, holding that 
sec. 295 of the Indian Penal Code was not applicable in 
this case. The Advocate-General obtained a rule on the Advocate- 

Greneral ob- 

two accused to show cause why the order of the discharge tained a rule. 
should not be set aside. 
The Deputy Legal Remembrancer, in showing cause. Deputy Legal 

111 PI ft* •iiP« ReDaenabrancer 

observed that the essence of the offence provided for m showed cause, 

> I. L. R., 17 Cal., 862. 



< 



2(]8 DECISIONS OF THE COURTS. [CHAP. X. 

sec. 295 is the intention of insnlting the religious feelings 
of any class of persons. In this case no such intention 
was made ont. The High Conrt had often held that the 
sections on theft, criminal misappropriation or mischief 
did not apply in the case of a Brahmini ball which was 
nullius proprietus* He relied upon the unreported case 
of Dwarka Moochi v. Qiieen- Empress,^ and on the two 
Allahabad decisions in Queen-Empress v. Bandhu^ 
and QvLeenrEmpress v. Nihal? He urged that the dedi- 
cation of and letting loose the bull, as shown by the 
Allahabad cases, necessarily involve the surrender and 
abandonment of all proprietary rights in it. He also 
relied upon Queen-Empress v. Imam Alt by which it had 
been held a bull was not an object within the meaning 
of sec. 295 of the Indian Penal Code.* 
Advocate- The Advocatc-General, on the other hand, relied upon 

reply. the Punjab case of Hakim v. EmpressJ^ and the Madras 

case of Qiieen-Empress v. Nulla.^ He observed that 
Chapter XV of the Penal Code deals with ofiFences 
relating to religion, and sec. 295 is of a most comprehen- 
sive character. There would seem to be no real reason 
why the destruction of a picture of a monkey which is wor- 
shipped should be held to be within the section, while the 
destruction of a monkey itself, which is equally worship- 
ped should be excluded. The Learned Counsel also con- 
tended that the interpretation put on the section by Sir 
John Edge in the case of Queen-Empress v. Imxim Ali^ 
is erroneous, and he has misapplied the doctrine of ejus- 
dum generis (see Maxwell on Statutes, 2nd Ed., p. 540). 
He maintained that the word "destroy" in sec. 295 



^ Criminal motion No. 86 of « I. L. B., 10 AH., 150. 

1884 decided by McDoneU and * Punjab Record, 1884, No. 27. 

Field, JJ. • I. L. B., 11 Mad., 145. 

• I. L. R., 8 AU.. 51. * I. L. R., X All., 150. 

• I, L. R., 9 All. 348. 
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undonbtedly includes " to kill." The Advocate-General 
also observed that, " if we look to see what mischief this 
chapter of the code was intended to provide against, we 
find that it was certainly not intended to restrict sec. 295 
to inanimate objects." He referred to the notes to the 
Penal Code prepared by the Indian Law Commissioners, 
published in 1837, in which " Lord Macaulay expressly 
refers to the slaughter of a cow in a sacred place at 
Benares as being a very serious matter and likely to lead 
to tumult, outrage, and even insurrection, and treats that 
as one of the offences for whioh the Commissioners had 
provided in this chapter." ^ As to the sacred character 
of the bull he quoted Menu, Chapter VIII, si. 242 (Cole- 
brooke's Digest, Vol. II, p. 370). And the Learned 
Counsel further contended that the evidence showed that 
those who had dedicated the bull and set it at large, still 
retained such a " property *' in the animal as to make it 
capable of being the subject of theft, criminal misappro- 
priation, or mischief.* 

The judgment of the Court was delivered by Norris, J. Judgment of 

, , the High Court 

The learned Judge followed the decision in Queen- Empress delivered by 
V. Imam u4{/,and held that the bull is not an "object" within 



* In Note J, the Oommissioaeni 
say: — "We have prescribed a 
punishment of great severity (the 
proposed punishment was rigorous 
imprisonment for a term which 
might extend to seven years) for 
the intentional destroying or de- 
filing places of worship, or of 
objects held sacred by any class of 
persons. No offence in the whole 
Code is so likely to lead to tu- 
mult, to sanguinary outrage, and 
even to armed insurrection. The 
slaughter of a cow in a sacred place 
at Benares in 1809 caused violent 
tumult, attended with consider- 



able loss of life. The pollution of 
a mosque at Bangalore was at- 
tended with consequences • still 
more lamentable and alarming. 
We have, therefore, empowered 
the courts in cases of this descrip- 
tion to pass a very severe sentence 
on the offender." See I. L. B., 17 
Cal.,p.8£9. 

' Compare Mitra Misra's re- 
marks as to the customary right 
of guardianship of a dedication 
over things the ownership of which 
he has renounced by dedication. 
Para. 40, Chap. VIII (sec. 10). 
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the meaning of sec. 295, and consequently, the killing of 
the bull was not a " destroying " within the meaning of the 
same section. The learned Judge could not agree with the 
Advocate-General that Edge, C. J., had either misappre- 
hended or misapplied the rule of ejusdem generis in con- 
structing this section, and he did not think that the passages 
cited from Maxwell on Statutes supported the contention. 
The learned Judge thought " that by the word * object ' 
the Legislature meant something ' ejusdem generis ' with a 
place of worship, such as an idol, or a picture which was 
the subject of litigation in Gossamee Sree Greedharjee v. 
Rumurdolljee Gossamee ; ^ something that is capable of 
' destruction ' in the sense in which that word is ordinarily 
used, or of * damage ' or of ' defilement.' Had the 
Legislature intended to make the killing of a dedicated 
bull an offence under sec. 295, I think that they would 
have used language clearly expressing that intention." 
Then referring to Lord Maoaulay's note referred to above, 
the learned Judge pointed out " ' what caused the violent 
tumult at Benares in 1809 ' wa^ not the slaughter of the 
cow^ hut its slaughter in a sacred place. The naming of two 
instances, one the defilement or pollution of a sacred 
place, the other the pollution of a place of worship, and 
then the use of the words ' cases of this description,' so 
far from helping the learned Advocate-General's contention 
seems to me (Norris, J.) to militate against it." 

Norris, J., also held that the bull was not *' moveable 
property " within the meaning of sees. 378 and 403, 
Indian Penal Code, and could not therefore be the 
subject of theft, or of criminal misappropriation. In 
his opinion it was also " property " within the meaning of 
sec, 425, Indian Penal Code, and could not therefore be the 



* L. R., 16 I. A., 137 ; I. L. R., 17 CaL, 3. 
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subject of mischief. For these conclnsions the learned 
Judge relied upon the Allahabad decisions (Qiieen-Empress 
V. Bandhv} and Queen-Empress v. Nikal),^ and failed to 
see anything in the judgment in the Madras case (Qtieen- 
Empress v. Nullof cited by the Advocate-General) *' in the 
least degree impeaching or questioning the correctness of 
the law laid down by Straight, J.," in the above Allahabad 
decisions. Norris, J., did not think that " the fact that the 
bull in this case still receives some attention from the 
Bajbari cowherd, and is daily fed by him by the direction 
of his employers, is at all inconsistent with a total sur- 
render by those who set him at liberty of all their 
rights as proprietors." The person who performed the 
sraddha might regard it as a moral duty to feed a bull after 
it has been set at liberty, and if the villagers did not use it 
for breeding purposes without asking his permission, 
Norris, J., thought that it was only a matter of courtesy on 
their part, and ought not to be construed as evidence of 
any pi'operty in the animal remaining in those who set 
him at large. 

Lastly, having regard to the evidence in the case, the 
learned Judge relying upon Mr. Kilby's argument, held 
that " if the killing of the bull was a ' destroying,' and 
if the bull was an 'object' within the meaning of sec. 295, 
Indian Penal Code, it was not proved that the accused 
persons destroyed that object with the intention of there- 
by insulting the religion of any class of persons," 



» I. L. R., 8 All., 61. • I. L. R., 9 All., 348. 

• I. L. R., 11 Mad., 145. 
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